Diocese of Allentown Language Arts Curriculum Guidelines 
Foundational Skills

Grades K-1-2

	1.1 FOUNDATIONAL SKILLS 

1.1 Foundational Skills: Students gain a working knowledge of concepts of print, alphabetic principle, and other basic conventions.

	PRINT CONCEPTS

	Kindergarteners:
	Grade 1 Students:
	Grade 2 Students:

	FS.K.1 
Display knowledge of basic print concepts.
a. Track print from left-to-right, top-to-bottom, and page-to-page. 

b. Understand the relationship between spoken and written words.  

c. Recognize that words are separated by spaces within a given text. 

d. Identify and name all upper and lower-case letters of the alphabet.

e. Match the lower case letters of the alphabet with the upper case form.  

f. Classify the letters of the alphabet as vowels or consonants.  

g. Distinguish between a letter, a word and a sentence within a given text. 

h. Copy accurately words and short sentences from the board attending to spacing, capitalization, and punctuation.   

	FS.1.1
Display knowledge of basic print concepts.
a. Identify and use capitalization at the beginning of a sentence and appropriate punctuation at the end of a sentence.  

b. Write accurately words and short sentences that have been dictated by the teacher or generated by the student, attending to spacing, rules of capitalization, and punctuation.  
c. Recognize that a new paragraph begins with indentation.
	FS.2.1

Maintain and review all previous print concept skills.

	PHONOLOGICAL AWARENESS

	Kindergarteners:
	Grade 1 Students:
	Grade 2 Students:

	FS.K.2 
Display knowledge of spoken words, syllables and phonemes (sounds).  
a. Identify and generate rhyming words.

b. Segment, count and blend syllables orally when presented with a spoken word.  

c. Blend and segment onsets and rimes of one-syllable spoken words (given /s/ and /at/ student says “sat”; given “sat” student says /s/ and /at/.
d. Isolate and orally produce the initial, medial, and final phonemes in CVC words excluding words with /l/ and /r/ in the final position.

e. Add and substitute individual phonemes in the initial, medial or final position to create new one-syllable words. 
f. Identify and generate word families.

	FS.1.2 
Display knowledge of spoken words, syllables and phonemes (sounds).  
a. Discriminate between long and short vowel sounds in single-syllable and multi-syllable spoken words.
b. Pronounce single syllable words by blending phonemes including consonant blends and digraphs. 

c. Isolate and pronounce the initial, medial, and/or final phonemes in spoken one-syllable words.

d. Segment spoken one-syllable words into their complete sequence of individual phonemes including words that contain blends and digraphs.    
	FS.2.2 
Maintain and review all previous phonological awareness skills.

	PHONICS AND WORD RECOGNITION 

	Kindergarteners:
	Grade 1 Students:
	Grade 2 Students:

	FS.K.3 
Demonstrate grade level phonics and word analysis skills to decode words.
a. Demonstrate one-to-one letter-sound correspondences by producing the sound or sounds of a given consonant or vowel.  Conversely, identify the consonant or vowel for a spoken sound.  
b. Associate long and short vowel sounds with their common spelling patterns.  

c. Read high-frequency words and sight words with automaticity at a kindergarten level.

d. Distinguish between similarly spelled words by identifying the sounds and letters that differ (e.g., sit/sat).  
	FS.1.3 
Demonstrate grade level phonics and word analysis skills to decode and encode (spell and write) words. 
a. Recognize and use initial and final consonant digraphs to read and construct words.

b. Decode and encode regularly spelled one-syllable words. 

c. Identify and use common spelling patterns for long vowel sounds (silent e and vowel teams). 

d. Understand that the number of syllables in a printed word is determined by the number of vowel sounds in that word.

e. Decode and encode two-syllable words with common spelling patterns such as compounds and VC/CV.

f. Decode and encode words with inflectional endings added to the base word.
g. Read grade-appropriate irregularly spelled words.

h. Read and spell high-frequency and sight words with automaticity at a first grade level.
	FS.2.3 
Demonstrate grade level phonics and word analysis skills to decode and encode (spell and write) words.
a. Apply the rules for short and long vowels when reading and writing regularly spelled single-syllable words.  

b. Recognize and use spelling-sound patterns for additional vowel combinations such as au, oo, ew.

c. Decode and encode regularly spelled multi-syllable words with long vowels.
d. Use structural analysis to decode and encode new words that have prefixes and suffixes added to the base word.
e. Decode and encode words with inconsistent but common spelling patterns such as the /ea/ in bread.  

f. Read, and spell grade-appropriate irregularly spelled words.  

g. Recognize and use the r-controlled vowel sounds and spelling patterns.
h. Recognize and use less common ways to spell consonant sounds such as ph, gh, wr, kn.

i. Read and spell high-frequency words with automaticity at a second grade level.

	FLUENCY

	Kindergarteners:
	Grade 1 Students:
	Grade 2 Students:

	FS.K.4 
Use a combination of sight words, decoding skills, and picture cues to read grade-appropriate text with purpose and understanding.  
	FS.1.4 
Read accurately and fluently to support comprehension.
a. Read grade-level text with purpose and understanding.

b. Read grade-level text orally with prosody (e.g., appropriate rate, expression, inflection). 

c. Use context clues to identify unknown words or self-correct and reread as necessary to confirm understanding.
	FS.2.4
Read accurately and fluently to support comprehension.  
a. Read grade-level text with purpose and understanding.

b. Read grade-level text orally with prosody (e.g., appropriate rate, expression, inflection). 

c. Use context clues to identify unknown words or self-correct and reread as necessary to confirm understanding. 
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