Diocese of Allentown Language Arts Curriculum Guidelines

Reading Literature

Grades 6-7-8

	READING LITERATURE 

	
	KEY IDEAS AND DETAILS
	

	PA Core Standards Anchor Standards
1.3 Reading Literature

Students read and respond to works of literature—with an emphasis on comprehension, vocabulary acquisition, and making connections among ideas and between texts with a focus on textual evidence.
Transfer Goal- Students will be able to independently use their learning to: Comprehend and evaluate complex texts across a range of types and disciplines.

Big Idea: Effective readers use appropriate strategies to construct meaning.

Essential Questions:  How do strategic readers create meaning from informational and literary text?    

What is this text really about?     

How do readers know what to believe?              
How does a reader’s purpose influence how text should be read?

How does interaction with the text provoke thinking and response?

	PA Core Standards anchor Standard

1. Read closely to determine what the text says explicitly and to make logical references from it; cite specific textual evidence when writing or speaking to support conclusions drawn from the text. 

	Grade 6 Students:
	Grade 7 Students:
	Grade 8 Students:

	RL.6.1

Demonstrate comprehension of text, citing textual evidence to support analysis of what the text says explicitly as well as inferences drawn from the text.

a. Using textual evidence, draw conclusions.
b. Cite features of a selection which identify the author’s purpose as information, entertainment or persuasion.  
	RL.7.1

Demonstrate comprehension of text, citing textual evidence to support analysis of what the text says explicitly as well as inferences drawn from the text.

a. Identify statements that can be classified as valid inferences.


	 RL.8.1
Demonstrate comprehension of text, citing the textual evidence that most strongly supports an analysis of what the text says explicitly as well as inferences drawn from the text.

a. Determine the validity of inferences evaluating them as probably true, probably false or uncertain.
b. Use contextual evidence to develop valid inferences.  
c. Compare and contrast characters to historical or current individuals or groups.
d. Identify and analyze stereotypes.



	PA Core Standards anchor Standard

2. Determine central ideas of a text and analyze their development; summarize the key supporting details and ideas.  

	Grade 6 Students:
	Grade 7 Students:
	Grade 8 Students:

	RL.6.2

Determine a theme or central idea of a text and how it is conveyed through particular details, providing a summary of the text distinct from personal opinions or judgments. 
a. Identify the central issue when reading a given selection. 
b. Map the plot of a story.
	RL.7.2

Determine a theme or central idea of a text and analyze its development over the course of the text; provide an objective summary of the text.
a. Create a theme statement of a given piece and support the choice with evidence from the text.  


	RL.8.2
Determine a theme or central idea of a text and analyze its development over the course of the text, including its relationship to the characters, setting, and plot; provide an objective summary of the text.



	PA Core Standards Anchor Standard

3. Analyze how and why individuals, events, and ideas develop and interact over the course of a text.

	Grade 6 Students:
	Grade 7 Students:
	Grade 8 Students:

	RL.6.3

Describe how a particular story’s or drama’s plot unfolds in a series of episodes as well as how the characters respond or change as the plot moves toward a resolution.

a. Identify the emotions experienced by a character.
b. Identify flashback.
c. Identify main idea, time, setting, and characterization in a narrative.


	RL.7.3

Analyze how particular elements of a story or drama interact (e.g. how setting shapes the characters or plot).

a. Identify the various types of conflict: character vs. self, character vs. character, character vs. outside force.
b.  Identify mood conveyed in a selection.
c. Identify portions of selections which illustrate foreshadowing.
d. Recognize symbols and their meanings.

e. Identify situational irony and point of view.
f. Become aware of varying degrees of fantasy and reality in literature.
g. Recognize direct and indirect characterization.
	RL.8.3
Analyze how particular lines of dialogue or incidents in a story or drama propel the action, reveal aspects of a character, or provoke a decision.

a. Describe characters based on inferences from speech or actions of the character.
b. Apply criteria for judging character, using character traits.

	CRAFT AND STRUCTURE

	PA Core Standards Anchor Standard

4. Interpret words and phrases as they are used in a text, including determining technical, connotative, and figurative meanings, and analyze how specific word choices shape meaning or tone.

	Grade 6 Students:
	Grade 7 Students:
	Grade 8 Students:

	RL.6.4

Determine the meaning of words and phrases as they are used in a text, including figurative and connotative meanings; analyze the impact of a specific word choice on meaning and tone.

a. Select examples of a simile, metaphor, personification and onomatopoeia.
b. Recognize and interpret idiomatic and colloquial expressions.

c. Recognize various forms of poetry such as a limerick.

	RL.7.4

Determine the meaning of words and phrases as they are used in a text, including figurative and connotative meanings; analyze the impact of rhymes and other repetitions of sounds (e.g., alliteration) on a specific verse or stanza of a poem or section of a story or drama.

a. Recognize and appreciate metaphor, simile, and personification as types of figurative language.

b. Understand the meaning of the terms point of view, theme, protagonist, antagonist, conflict, total effect, symbolism, setting, and characterization.
c. Identify examples of alliteration. 
d. Recognize various forms of poetry such as a ballad.
	RL.8.4
Determine the meaning of words and phrases as they are used in a text, including figurative and connotative meanings; analyze the impact of specific word choices on meaning and tone, including analogies or allusions to other texts.  
a. Identify figures of speech and explain how they influence imagery.  (e.g. simile, metaphor, idioms, hyperbole).
b. Recognize the author’s craft. (e.g. mood allusion, imagery, oxymoron, paradox). 
c. Identify the elements of poetry. (e.g. alliteration, assonance, consonance, rhyme scheme, meter, rhythm, stanza, symbolism, imagery).
d. Explain the mood and tone of a given selection.
e. Recognize various forms of poetry such as the sonnet.

	PA Core Standards Anchor Standard

5. Analyze the structure of texts, including how specific sentences, paragraphs, and larger portions of the text (e.g. a section, chapter, scene, or stanza) relate to each other and the whole.

	Grade 6 Students:
	Grade 7 Students:
	Grade 8 Students:

	RL.6.5

Analyze how a particular sentence, chapter, scene, or stanza fits into the overall structure of a text and contributes to the development of the theme, setting, or plot.

a. Recognize how logical order contributes to theme, setting, or plot.
b. Understand poetry as a distinct form of literature.  
	RL.7.5

Analyze how a drama’s or poem’s form or structure contributes to its meaning.

a. Recognize how the elements of drama contribute to its meaning.

b.  Identify examples of several kinds of poetry (narrative, ballad, lyric, limerick).

	RL.8.5
Compare and contrast the structure of two or more texts and analyze how the differing structure of each text contributes to its meaning and style.
a. Compare and contrast the use of literary elements in various genres.

	PA Core Standards Anchor Standard

6. Analyze how point of view or purpose shapes the content of a text.

	Grade 6 Students:
	Grade 7 Students:
	Grade 8 Students:

	 RL.6.6

Explain how an author develops the point of view of the narrator or speaker in a text.
a. Differentiate between first and third person narration.
	 RL.7.6

Analyze how an author develops and contrasts the points of view of different characters or narrators in a text.

a. Differentiate between first and third person narration.
	RL.8.6
Analyze how differences in the points of view of the characters and the readers create such effects as suspense or humor.

a. Recognize dramatic irony.


	INTEGRATION OF KNOWLEDGE AND IDEAS

	PA Core Standards Anchor Standard

7. Integrate and evaluate content presented in diverse media and formats.

	Grade 6 Students:
	Grade 7 Students:
	Grade 8 Students:

	RL.6.7 

Compare and contrast  the experience of reading a story, drama, or poem to listening to or viewing an audio, video, or live version of the text, including contrasting what they “see” and “hear” when reading the text to what they perceive when they listen or watch.
	RL.7.7

Compare and contrast a written story, drama, or poem to its audio, filmed, staged, or multimedia version, analyzing the effects of techniques unique to each medium (e.g. lighting, sound, color, or camera focus and angles in a film).


	RL.8.7
Analyze the extent to which a filmed or live production of a story or drama stays faithful to or departs from the text or script, evaluating the choices made by the director or actors.


	PA Core Standards Anchor Standard

8. Delineate and evaluate the argument and specific claims of a text, including visually and quantitatively, as well as in words.

	Grade 6 Students:
	Grade 7 Students:
	Grade 8 Students:

	RL.6.8

((Refer to Reading Informational Text, IT.6.8 and Writing W.6.1)

	RL.7.8

(Refer to Reading Informational Text, IT.7.8 and Writing W.7.1)

	RL.8.8

(Refer to Reading Informational Text, IT.8.8 and Writing W.8.1)


	9. Analyze how two or more texts address similar themes or topics to compare the approaches taken by the authors.  

	Grade 6 Students:
	Grade 7 Students:
	Grade 8 Students:

	RL.6.9

Compare and contrast texts in different forms or genres (e.g. stories and poems; historical novels and fantasy stories) in terms of their approaches to similar themes and topics.

a. Identify characteristics that distinguish the fable as a special form of literature.
	RL.7.9

Compare and contrast a fictional portrayal of a time, place, or character and a historical account of the same period as a means of understanding how authors of fiction use or alter history.
	RL.8.9
Analyze how a modern work of fiction draws on themes, patterns of events, or character types from myths, traditional stories, or religious works.

a. Recognize examples of allusions in several selections including modern allusions to Greek mythology.  

b.  Compare and contrast relationships between character, situations, and events with those in a modern setting.  


	RANGE OF READING AND LEVEL OF TEXT COMPLEXITY

	PA Core Standards Anchor Standard

10. Read and comprehend complex literary and informational texts independently and proficiently.

	Grade 6 Students:
	Grade 7 Students:
	Grade 8 Students:

	RL.6.10

By the end of the year, read and comprehend literature, including stories, dramas and poems, in the grades 6-8 text complexity band.
	RL.7.10

By the end of the year, read and comprehend literature, including stories, dramas and poems, in the grades 6-8 text complexity band.

 
	RL.8.10
By the end of the year, read and comprehend literature, including stories, dramas and poems, at the high end of grades 6-8 text complexity band independently.
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