Diocese of Allentown Language Arts Curriculum Guidelines

Reading Literature
Grades 3-4-5


	READING LITERATURE

	
	KEY IDEAS AND DETAILS
	

	Transfer Goal- Students will be able to independently use their learning to: Comprehend and evaluate complex texts across a range of types and disciplines.

Big Idea: Effective readers use appropriate strategies to construct meaning.

Essential Questions:  How do strategic readers create meaning from informational and literary text?    -

What is this text really about?     

How do readers know what to believe?     

How does a reader’s purpose influence how text should be read? –How does interaction with the text provoke thinking and response? 

	PA Core Standards Anchor Standard

1. Read closely to determine what the text says explicitly and to make logical inferences from it; cite specific textual evidence when 
   writing or speaking to support conclusions drawn from the text.  

	Grade 3 Students:
	Grade 4 Students:
	Grade 5 Students:

	RL.3.1

Demonstrate comprehension of text referring specifically to the text as a basis for understanding.

a. Using close reading strategies, answer questions about key details in the text. 
b. Ask questions to clarify or deepen meaning of the text.

c. Use comprehension strategies (e.g., making inferences, drawing conclusions, predicting outcomes, compare/contrast, cause and effect, author’s purpose) to understand text. 
	RL.4.1

Demonstrate comprehension of text referring specifically to the text as a basis for understanding.
a. Using close reading strategies, answer questions about key details in the text. 

b. Ask questions to clarify or deepen meaning of the text.

c. Use comprehension strategies (e.g., making inferences, drawing conclusions, predicting outcomes compare/contrast, cause and effect, author’s purpose) to understand text.
	RL.5.1

Demonstrate comprehension of text referring specifically to the text as a basis for understanding.
a. Using close reading strategies, answer questions about key details in the text by quoting accurately from the text when explaining what the text says explicitly and when drawing inferences.

b. Ask questions to clarify or deepen meaning of the text.

c. Use comprehension strategies (e.g., making inferences, drawing conclusions, predicting outcomes, cause and effect, compare/contrast, author’s purpose) to understand text.


	PA Core Standards Anchor Standard

2. Determine central ideas of a text and analyze their development; summarize the key supporting details and ideas.  

	Grade 3 Students:
	Grade 4 Students:
	Grade 5 Students:

	RL.3.2

Respond to various forms of multi-cultural literature including fables, folktales, and myths.

a. Identify the main idea of a text and provide supporting details.

b. Determine the lesson or moral (theme) of a story based on key details from the text.
c. Retell a story in sequence with details from beginning, middle, and end. 

d. Identify elements of the plots such as setting, characters, problem and solution.
	RL.4.2

Respond to various forms of multi-cultural literature including drama and poetry.

a. Identify the main idea of a text and provide supporting details.

b.  Determine the lesson, moral, or theme based on key details from the text.
c. Write a summary of a text.
d. Identify elements of the plot diagram (setting/characters, rising action, climax, falling action, and resolution
	RL.5.2

Respond to various forms of multi-cultural literature including drama and poetry.

a. Write a summary of a text.
b. Determine the theme of a story, drama, or poem based on key details from the text, including how characters in a story or drama respond to challenges or how a speaker in a poem reflects upon a topic.

c. Interpret the mood of a poem.

d. Identify elements of the plot (setting, rising action, climax, falling action, and resolution).

	PA Core Standards Anchor Standard

3. Analyze how and why individuals, events, and ideas develop and interact over the course of a text.

	Grade 3 Students:
	Grade 4 Students:
	Grade 5 Students:

	RL.3.3

Explain how a character’s response to major events and conflicts affects the outcome of a story.

Describe the feelings, actions, traits and motives of characters based on details or inferences drawn from the text.
	RL.4.3

Explain how a character’s response to major events and conflicts affects the outcome of a story.

a. Describe the feelings, actions, traits and motives of characters based on details or inferences drawn from the text.

b. Identify the character development (e.g., change and/or growth) throughout a story.
c. Compare and contrast characters and circumstances in stories.
	RL.5.3

Explain, compare, and contrast how various characters respond to major events and conflicts and their effects to the outcome of a story.
a. Describe, compare, and contrast the feelings, actions, traits and motives of characters based on details or inferences drawn from the text.

b. Identify, compare, and contrast the development of two or more characters (e.g., change and/or growth) throughout a story.


	CRAFT AND STRUCTURE

	PA Core Standards Anchor Standard

4. Interpret words and phrases as they are used in a text, including determining technical, connotative, and figurative meanings, and analyze how specific word choices shape meaning or tone.

	Grade 3 Students:
	Grade 4 Students:
	Grade 5 Students:

	RL.3.4

Understand the meaning of words and phrases in text differentiating literal language from non-literal language.   
a. Recognize literary elements, such as similes, metaphors, and onomatopoeia.
b. Recognize various forms of poetry such as haiku. 


	RL.4.4

Understand the meaning of words and phrases in text including figurative language such as allusions, metaphors, and similes.
a. Recognize various forms of poetry such as diamante.
b. Recognize sensory images.
	RL.5.4

Understand the meaning of words and phrases in text including figurative language such as allusions, metaphors, and similes.
a. Recognize various forms of poetry such as cinquain. 

b. Recognize sensory images.



	PA Core Standards Anchor Standard

5. Analyze the structure of texts, including how specific sentences, paragraphs, and larger portions of the text (e.g., a section, chapter, scene, or stanza) relate to each other and the whole.

	Grade 3 Students:
	Grade 4 Students:
	Grade 5 Students:

	RL.3.5

Refer to parts of stories, dramas, and poems when writing or speaking about a text, using terms such as chapter, scene, paragraph, and stanza; describe how each successive part builds on earlier parts.
	RL.4.5

Explain major differences between poems, drama, and prose, and refer to the structural elements of poems (e.g., verse, rhythm, meter) and drama (e.g., casts of characters, settings, descriptions, dialogue, stage directions) when writing or speaking about a text.

	RL.5.5

Explain how a series of chapters, scenes, or stanzas fits together to provide the overall structure of a particular story, drama or poem.

	PA Core Standards Anchor Standard

6. Assess how point of view or purpose shapes the content of a text.

	Grade 3 Students:
	Grade 4 Students:
	Grade 5 Students:

	RL.3.6
Compare and contrast the point of view from which different stories are narrated, including the difference between first-and third-person narrations.

	RL.4.6

Compare and contrast the point of view from which different stories are narrated, including the difference between first-and third-person narrations.
	RL.5.6

Describe how a narrator’s or speaker’s point of view influences how events are described.
a. Differentiate between first and third person narrations
b. Compare the reader’s point of view with that of the narrator or other characters.  


	INTEGRATION OF KNOWLEDGE AND IDEAS

	PA Core Standards Anchor Standard

7. Integrate and evaluate content presented in diverse media and formats, including visually and quantitatively, as well as in words.

	Grade 3 Students:
	Grade 4 Students:
	Grade 5 Students:

	RL.3.7

Explain how specific aspects of the illustrations in a text enhance the understanding of the text.  
	RL.4.7

Explain how visual or oral presentation (e.g., drama, video, sound) of text enhances understanding of the text.
	RL.5.7

Analyze how visual and multimedia elements contribute to the meaning, tone, or quality of a text (e.g., graphic novel, multimedia presentation of fiction, folktale, myth, poem).



	PA Core Standards Anchor Standard

8. Delineate and evaluate the argument and specific claims in a text, including the validity of the reasoning as well as the relevance and sufficiency of the evidence.

	Grade 3 Students:
	Grade 4 Students:
	Grade 5 Students:

	RL.3.8

(Refer to Reading Informational Text, IT.3.8 and Writing W.3.1)

	RL.4.8

(Refer to Reading Informational Text, IT.4.8 and Writing W.4.1)

	RL.5.8

(Refer to Reading Informational Text, IT.5.8 and Writing W.5.1)


	9. Analyze how two or more texts address similar themes or topics in order to build knowledge or to compare the approaches the authors take.  

	Grade 3 Students:
	Grade 4 Students:
	Grade 5 Students:

	 RL.3.9

Compare and contrast the themes, settings, and plots of stories written by the same author about the same or similar characters (e.g., in books from a series).
	RL.4.9

Compare and contrast the treatment of similar themes and topics (e.g., opposition of good and evil) and patterns of events (e.g., the quest) in stories, myths, and traditional literature from different cultures.


	RL.5.9

Compare and contrast in the same genre (e.g., mysteries and adventure stories) on the authors’ approaches to similar themes and topics.

	RANGE OF READING AND LEVEL OF TEXT COMPLEXITY

	PA Core Standards Anchor Standard
10. Read and comprehend complex literary and informational texts independently and proficiently.

	Grade 3 Students:
	Grade 4 Students:
	Grade 5 Students:

	RL.3.10

Actively engage in reading various prose and poetry with purpose and understanding.

Read independently at a third grade or higher text complexity level for a period of time appropriate to the third grade level. 
	RL.4.10

Actively engage in reading various prose and poetry with purpose and understanding.

Read independently at a fourth grade or higher text complexity level for a period of time appropriate to the fourth grade level.
	RL.5.10

Actively engage in reading various prose and poetry with purpose and understanding.

Read independently at a fifth grade or higher text complexity level for a period of time appropriate to the fifth grade level.
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