Millbury Public Schools

PUBLIC ACCESS DEFIBRILLATION (PAD)

PROTOCOLS

Mission:  To provide improved survivability for potential cardiac arrest victims through early defibrillation via strategically located, publicly accessible, Automatic External Defibrillators and trained personnel in each of our school buildings.

Public Access Defibrillators (PAD):  Public Access Defibrillators are Automated External Defibrillators that are kept in buildings where the general public may gather for various activities, and are available for use by trained personnel and bystanders.

PAD Program:  A PAD program is one in which AED’s are available for those members of the public who have attended and attained certification to use on a potential victim.  This program meets all guidelines set forth by the American Heart Association and the American Red Cross.

Automated External Defibrillators (AED’s):  The Town of Millbury will provide AED’s which meet the American Heart Association (AHA) and the American Red Cross (ARC) guidelines for PAD.

Training:  Personnel will be trained on a voluntary basis in each location where the AED’s are located.  Voluntary personnel will be trained and certified to the AHA/ARC Heartsaver AED level and will be certified in both Adult and Pediatric levels.  Note:  Any personnel in locations having PAD that by their job description, i.e. RN’s or LPN’s, must be trained to the AHA/ARC Healthcare Provider level with AED or certification of equal level, as provided by AHA/ARC guidelines.
Training Records:  Records of training and certification of personnel will remain on file for a period of 7 years.  Personnel who have acquired certification outside of that provided by the town of Millbury, must provide proof of current certification.
AED Location & Storage:  The AED’s are designed to be for “Public Access”.  They therefore must be kept where the general public will have access to them at any time a building having AED’s in them is in use.  Every effort will be made to place them in strategic locations where they may be retrieved and used on a victim as quickly as possible.  Units will be stored in a specifically designed cabinet, which has an audible alarm if the cabinet is opened.  At no time will the alarm be disabled by anyone other than authorized personnel and only by approval of the PAD Coordinators.

Maintenance Inspections:  All personnel will be trained to determine if an AED is ready for use.  It will be however, the responsibility of the individual school nurse where the AED is located, to make weekly visual inspection to ensure that the unit is operational.  This weekly inspection will be logged on a PAD Inspection Log.  If at anytime, a unit is found to be non-functioning, immediate notification will be made to the Head Nurse.  The inspection logs will be filed with the Head Nurse.  In addition, the Head Nurse will assure that all supplies associated with the AED are with the unit and, any date sensitive supplies are not used beyond the expiration date.
Time Sensitive/Expiration Date Supplies:  Any supplies whose expiration date is approaching will be replaced at the earliest possible time.  At no time will either pads or batteries be used past their expiration date.  Replacement of supplies will be the responsibility of the individual school nurse with notification to the Head Nurse.

Liability:  All personnel who voluntarily attend the initial training and maintain their certification, attend annual refreshers, and practice to their level of training are covered under the Massachusetts Good Samaritan Law.  Those medical professionals who maintain their certification, attend initial training and annual refreshers, and practice to their level of training are covered by the liability insurance of the Town of Millbury.  Failure to maintain certification, attend initial training and refreshers or practicing beyond their scope of training, voids any liability coverage.

EMS Activation and AED Use:  At any time those personnel at a PAD site finds or is alerted to any potential person who is breathless and/or has a lack of pulse, they will immediately activate the EMS system by dialing 911.  They will retrieve the AED and follow AHA guidelines for its use.
AED Downloading/Medical Direction:  If at anytime an AED has been placed on a victim, regardless of whether that patient has been shocked or not, the person who utilized the AED will immediately inform the Head Nurse.  The Head Nurse will download the data from that unit as soon as possible.  The downloaded data will be maintained and provided to medical personnel if requested.  The AED will be placed back in service as soon as possible.

Procedure for Use of PAD

1. Upon being alerted to or finding a potential victim, determine unresponsiveness.

2. Dial 911 immediately!!  Inform dispatcher you have an unresponsive victim.

3. Retrieve AED

4. Confirm signs of breathlessness and lack of pulse

5. Open AED and attach pads to unit and victim

6. Turn on unit

7. Unit will automatically analyze, don’t touch patient at this time

8. Unit will determine if shock is advised.  Follow AED’s prompts

9. Do CPR or shock according to unit’s prompts until EMS arrive

10. After victim has been transported, inform the Head Nurse that the AED has been used.
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