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Course Number and Title: AP Government and Politics
Academic Credits: 1 Credit
Course Delivery Format: In person (AIS)
Teacher: Mr. Port 
Teacher Summary:
This is my fifth-year teaching at Susquehanna Township High School.  I previously taught social studies in Wilkes-Barre, PA.  I graduated from Lycoming College with a Bachelor’s Degree in History and Misericordia University with a Master’s Degree in Instructional Technology.  I strongly believe that it is important to be an active, engaged, and informed citizen.  I will encourage and challenge you to be the best you can be every day.
Teacher Room Number: 200
Teacher Phone: 717-657-5117 
Teacher Email: jport@hannasd.org 
Office Hours: By appointment only; please email to schedule an appointment.

Course Description:
Introduction to AP U.S. Government and Politics:
AP U.S. Government and Politics is a college-level year-long course that not only seeks to prepare students for success on the AP Exam in May, but also provide students with the political knowledge and reasoning processes to participate meaningfully and thoughtfully in discussions and debates that are currently shaping American politics and society. It is important to note that this course is not a history course; it is a political science course that studies the interconnectedness of the different parts of the American political system and the behaviors and attitudes that shape this system and are the byproduct of this system.
AP U.S. Government and Politics accomplishes these goals by framing the acquisition of political knowledge around enduring understandings and big ideas about American government and politics that can be applied to a set of disciplinary practices through the use of a set of reasoning processes. Through the development of this set of political knowledge, disciplinary practices, and reasoning processes, by the end of the course, you will be able to analyze current and historical political events like a political scientist and develop factually accurate, well- reasoned, thoughtful arguments and opinions that acknowledge and grapple with alternative political perspectives.
This year-long course will meet for approximately 44 minutes daily.
[bookmark: _TOC_250004]
Course Content and Big Ideas:
The course content consists of the essential political knowledge that will be synthesized in the construction of enduring understandings and big ideas about American government and politics. The big ideas that connect the content in the course units include:
· Constitutionalism (CON)
· Liberty and Order (LOR)
· Civic Participation in a Representative Democracy (PRD)
· Competing Policy-Making Interests (PMI)
· [bookmark: Reasoning_Processes]Methods of Political Analysis (MPA)
It should be noted that the big ideas are not relegated to one unit of study but woven throughout the course. Students will be tasked with utilizing and then internalizing this paradigm of five big organizing ideas as they move throughout our year of study.
Units of Study: 
Unit 1: Foundations of American Democracy, (CON, LOR, MPA) 
Unit 2: Interactions Among Branches of Government, (PMI, MPA)
Unit 3: Civil Liberties and Civil Rights, (LOR, MPA)
Unit 4: American Political Ideologies and Beliefs, (PRD, MPA)
Unit 5: Political Participation (PRD, MPA)
[bookmark: _TOC_250005]The political knowledge, enduring understandings, and big ideas acquired and developed in each unit will be applied to the disciplinary practices using the reasoning processes outlined below.
[bookmark: _TOC_250003]Reasoning Processes:
The reasoning processes are the thought processes that will facilitate connection-making and analysis in the pursuit of effectively executing the disciplinary practices in the course. In other words, the reasoning processes form the cognitive bridge between the course content/big ideas and the disciplinary practices. The reasoning processes in this course include:
· Definition/Classification: Demonstrating knowledge of course concepts
· Explain - Process: Explaining political processes
· Explain - Causation: Explaining causes and effects of political principles, institutions, processes, and behaviors
· [bookmark: Disciplinary_Practices]Explain - Comparison: Explaining similarities and differences among political principles, institutions, processes, and behaviors
[bookmark: _TOC_250002]Disciplinary Practices:
The disciplinary practices are the tasks students will apply to the course content using the reasoning processes. Becoming proficient in these disciplinary practices gives you the tools to analyze political information, regardless of the format, and develop a factually accurate, thoughtful, and well-reasoned argument or opinion about an issue related to American government and politics. The disciplinary practices in this course include:
· Practice 1: Apply political concepts and processes to scenarios in context
· Practice 2: SCOTUS Application - Apply Supreme Court decisions
· Practice 3: Analyze and interpret quantitative data represented in tables, charts, graphs, maps, and infographics
· Practice 4: Read, analyze, and interpret foundational documents and other text-based and visual sources
· Practice 5: Develop an argument in essay format

[bookmark: _TOC_250001]Every AP Exam question fuses course content, reasoning processes, and disciplinary practices. Thus, in-class and outside of class assignments will focus on the acquisition of course content and the application of course content to disciplinary practices using reasoning skills.
Textbook and Online Resources:
Abernathy, S., & Waples, K. (2019). American Government: Stories of a Nation (for the AP Course). Bedford, Freeman, and Worth.
ADDITIONAL READINGS:
+Wolfford, D. (2019) AMSCO Advance Placement United States Government and Politics. De Moines: Perfection Learning. 
Additionally, you have access to the following free online resources:
· Oyez – This online database provides succinct and accessible overviews for all Supreme Court cases.
Oyez
· The National Constitution Center’s Interactive Constitution – This online resource is an annotated U.S. Constitution that includes essays from multiple perspectives that frame the debates underlying key clauses and provisions of the U.S. Constitution. The National Constitution Center also has a blog that applies constitutional principles to current events.  The Constitution | The National Constitution Center
· AP Central – This site has everything you ever wanted to know about AP U.S Government and Politics.  My AP Login – College Board   (code to sign up will be shared in class)
· Civics 101 – This offers a series of Podcasts covering many different Government/Politics concepts covered in this course:  Civics 101: A Podcast (civics101podcast.org)
· Mr. Port’s Class Website – this will provide additional resources, links, and videos to supplement class content:  Government and Civics - MR. PORT'S SOCIAL STUDIES CLASSES (weebly.com)
Current Sources/Media: A variety of news sources and websites across the political spectrum will also be accessed throughout the course often with the aim of building the skill of concept application while deepening content knowledge. Public policy and current events are woven throughout the course, especially as they reflect the course concepts in a given unit.
[bookmark: Required_Supreme_Court_Cases_[CR15:_Supr]Grading
	CATEGORY
	PERCENT (%) OF GRADE 

	Assessments 
	70%

	Classwork
	20%

	Homework
	10%

	Total:
	100%



COURSE REQUIREMENTS: 
To receive a passing grade in AP United States Government & Politics, the student must earn a 60% or better average on all class work and complete the following required assignments:
· Written analysis and evaluation of selected articles 
· Analysis, evaluation and synthesizing of free-response questions 
· Oral Presentation and discussion of Supreme Court Case Studies 
Course Requirements – (Continued)
· Leading discussion on supplemental readings in seminar 
· Participation in all seminars and maintenance of a seminar journal 
· All homework assignments, analytical essays, and personal evaluations of homework readings 
· All quizzes and tests 
· Follow current events

LECTURE NOTES: Students are required to print and/or take all class notes. 

LATE POLICY:   Assignments are due on the date given by the instructor. Any work not turned in on time will incur a 10% deduction per day, you must email me if you submit an assignment after the due date to notify me of the submission (or submit a paper copy if applicable).  After five school days you will not be able to submit the assignment and it will receive a zero.   If you have any questions, please see me.  

Mid-Term and Final Exam:  Both the midterm and the final exam will be cumulative over the content we have studied up to that point of the course and each will count as 10% of the overall course grade.  The Final for this course will take place in April and will be modeled on the actually AP Exam.* (this is subject to change based upon school-wide administrative policy)

EMAIL COMMUNICATION: Mr. Port can be reached via e-mail at jport@hannasd.org.  Students should check their school e-mails frequently for class updates, and should be professional in their use of e-mail correspondence with teacher.  

CLASSWORK/ASSIGNMENTS:  Most assignments will be posted on Microsoft Teams, students will also have the option to complete assignments on paper unless otherwise specified.  Students will typically have the option to submit assignments online via Teams or submit on paper when provided.  

MISSED EXAMS OR QUIZZES: Students who are absent the day of an exam or quiz must make up the test or quiz on the day they return to class. An alternate exam may be given at the discretion of the teacher.

AP Exam: The opportunity exists to take the Advanced Placement Exam in May. Registration for AP Exams is required in the Fall. You should see your guidance counselor for registration information.   

ABSENT WORK:  It is your responsibility to find out what you missed during the time you were absent, you will have the same number of days to make up work as you were out (extended absences will be dealt with on a case by case basis).  When possible please inform the teacher that you will be out if it is a planned absence so that you can get your work ahead of time.  Long-term projects / assignments are given well in advance and are due on the date due unless otherwise agreed to with the teacher. 
 
ACADEMIC INTEGRITY: Each student will be asked to review and sign Susquehanna Township School District’s Academic Honesty Policy, and the Academic Integrity in Social Science/Studies Policy (at end of syllabus).  These policies will be strictly enforced in this class.  **Please note that if you copy/plagiarize any assignment you will receive a zero for that assignment and you will be held responsible for your actions according to the policy in the student handbook.**

CELL PHONE POLICY: Cell phones may only be used when directed by Mr. Port

Required Supreme Court (SCOTUS) Cases: 
This course will incorporate the analysis of the following 15 required Supreme Court cases:
· Marbury v. Madison (1803)
· McCulloch v. Maryland (1819)
· Schenck v. United States (1919)
· Brown v. Board of Education (1954)
· Baker v. Carr (1961)
· Engel v. Vitale (1962)
· Gideon v. Wainwright (1963)
· Tinker v. Des Moines Independent Community School District (1969)
· New York Times Company v. United States (1971)
· Wisconsin v. Yoder (1972)
· Roe v. Wade (1973)
· Shaw v. Reno (1993)
· United States v. Lopez (1995)
· McDonald v. Chicago (2010)
· Citizens United v. Federal Election Commission (FEC) (2010)
For each of these cases, the facts, issues, holdings, and reasoning underlying the majority and dissenting opinions can be found through the Oyez database online. Oyez also has an app that can be downloaded to smartphones.  You will be required to complete multiple assignments analyzing and comparing these cases with other non- required cases. 

[bookmark: Required_Foundational_Documents_[CR10:_f]The list above is not an exhaustive list of the Supreme Court cases that will be analyzed and discussed in this course.

Practice 2: SCOTUS Application - Students will be required to complete multiple assignments analyzing and comparing these cases with other non-required cases. Examples of paired cases for comparison include but are not limited to: 
· Gonzales v. Raich (2005) to go along with the analysis of McCulloch v. Maryland (1819) 
· Heart of Atlanta Motels v. United States (1964) to go along with the analysis of United 
		States v. Lopez (1995) 
· Zelman v. Simmons-Harris (2002) to go along with the analysis of Engel v. Vitale (1962) 
· Morse v. Frederick (2007) to go along with the analysis of Tinker v. Des Moines (1969) 
Students may also analyze cases that illustrate concepts in foundational documents or that highlight other course concepts. For example, Clinton v. City of New York is used as a companion piece to Federalist No. 51 in the Analytical Reading Activities found on the AP Classroom (Practice 2: SCOTUS Application and Big Idea 1: Constitutionalism)

Please note that students will be provided sufficient background information on the non-required cases when completing their SCOTUS analysis/comparison.  







Required Foundational Documents: 
This course will incorporate the analysis and discussion of nine required foundational documents to help understand the context and beliefs of the founders and their critics and the debates surrounding the writing and ratification of the U.S. Constitution:
· The Declaration of Independence
· The Articles of Confederation
· Federalist #10
· Brutus No. 1
· Federalist No. 51
· The Constitution of the United States
· Federalist No. 70
· Federalist No. 78
· “Letter from Birmingham Jail” by Dr. Martin Luther King Jr.
To aid in the analysis of these foundational documents, students will also have access to the AP United States Government and Politics Analytical Reading Activities. This online reader contains strategies for analyzing the required foundational documents and a sampling of related readings

Overview of the AP Exam and Keys to AP Exam Success:
The AP U.S. Government and Politics Exam will be comprised of the following sections:
55 Multiple-Choice Questions: 
Structure – The questions on multiple choice will ask you to:
· Analyze and compare political concepts
· Analyze and interpret quantitative, text-based, and visual sources
· Apply course concepts, foundational documents, and Supreme Court decisions in a variety of hypothetical and real-world scenarios
Timing: One hour and 20 minutes 
Percentage of Total Exam: 50%

4 Free-Response Questions:
Structure – The four questions on the free response will ask students to:
· Apply political concepts in real-world scenarios
· Compare the decisions and implications of different Supreme Court cases
· Analyze quantitative data
· Develop an argument using required foundational document as evidence
Timing: One hour and 40 minutes
Percentage of Total Exam: 50%

As the breakdown of the AP Exam highlights, success in this course and on the AP Exam requires far more than the memorization of political knowledge. Success in this course and on the AP Exam requires connection-making with the aim of being able to analyze political information, regardless of the format the information is presented, and develop a factually accurate, thoughtful, and well-reasoned opinion regarding this information.

[bookmark: Section_#2:_Civic_Engagement_Project_–_C]The different pieces of the course fit together in pursuit of this aim through course content and big ideas, reasoning processes, and disciplinary practices.
Civic Engagement Project –
[bookmark: _TOC_250000]Students will be provided with an opportunity to engage in a political science research or applied civics project tied to the AP U.S. Government and Politics course framework.  This will be explained more in depth later in the school year.  

AP Government and Politics Course Outline
[bookmark: Unit_1:_Foundations_of_American_Democrac]Unit 1: Foundations of American Democracy – (Exam Weighting: 15-22%) 
Ideals of Democracy
Types of Democracy
Government Power and Individual Rights
Challenges of the Articles of Confederation
Ratification of the U.S. Constitution
Principles of American Government
Relationship Between the States and the Federal Government
Constitutional Interpretations of Federalism
Federalism in Action

Foundational Documents: 
The Declaration of Independence
Excerpts from Federalist No. 10 
Excerpts from Brutus No. 1
The Articles of Confederation
The Constitution of the United States
Excerpts from Federalist No. 51

Required Supreme Court Cases: 
McCulloch v. Maryland (1819)
United States v. Lopez (1995)

Assignment Example: 
Practice 4: Source Analysis – Identify and explain Locke’s concepts of natural rights, social contract, and popular sovereignty that are found in the Declaration of Independence (Liberty & Order, Constitutionalism).
Practice 4: Source Analysis:  Students will analyze a visual source on Federalism (Dave Granlund’s cartoon found in the AP Textbook) and explain the author’s view of Federalism based upon the cartoon (Constitutionalism).

Unit 2: Interactions Among Branches of Government – (Exam Weighting: 25-36%)
Congress: The Senate and the House of Representatives
Structures, Powers, and Functions of Congress
Congressional Behavior
Roles and Powers of the President
Checks on the President
Expansion of Presidential Power
Presidential Communication
The Judicial Branch
Legitimacy of the Judicial Branch
The Court in Action
Checks on the Judicial Branch
The Bureaucracy
Discretionary and Rule-Making Authority
Holding the Bureaucracy Accountable
Policy and the Branches of Government

Foundational Documents: 
The Constitution of the United States
Federalist No. 70
Federalist No. 78

Required Cases: 
Baker v. Carr (1961)
Shaw v. Reno (1993)
Marbury v. Madison (1803)

Assignment Example: 
Disciplinary Practice 1: Students will submit bills, form into committees, and simulate the bill making process through a class Mock Congress (Competing Policy Making Interests, Constitutionalism).

Unit 3: Civil Liberties and Civil Rights – (Exam Weighting 13-18%)
The Bill of Rights
First Amendment - Freedom of Religion
First Amendment - Freedom of Speech
First Amendment - Freedom of the Press
Second Amendment - Right to Bear Arms
Amendments - Balancing Individual Freedom with Public Order 
Selective Incorporation
Amendments - Due Process and the Rights of 
Amendments - Due Process and the Right 
Social Movements and Equal Protection
Government Responses to Social Movements
Balancing Minority and Majority Rights
Affirmative Action

Foundational Documents: 
The Constitution of the United States, “Letter from Birmingham Jail”

Required Cases:
Engel v. Vitale (1962)
Wisconsin v. Yoder (1972)
Tinker v. Des Moines (1969)
Schenck v. United States (1919)
New York Times Co. v. United States (1971)
McDonald v. Chicago (2010)
Miranda v. Arizona (1966)
Gideon v. Wainwright (1963)
Roe v. Wade (1973)
Brown v. Board of Education (1954)
Assignment Example: 
Practice 5: Argumentation - Students will work in groups to analyze Dr. Martin Luther King Jr’s “Letter from a Birmingham Jail” and the African American Civil Rights Movement.  Then they will discuss and debate whether Congress, the Supreme Court, or social movements played the biggest role in advancing civil rights since the 1950’s.  Then they will individually write an essay arguing for one of those three as the biggest role.  The student will first state a claim supported by evidence, then use reasoning to support the claim and respond to an alternate perspective, as modeled after the free-response question type 4. (Civic Participation in a Representative Democracy)

[bookmark: Unit_4:_American_Political_Ideologies_an]Unit 4: American Political Ideologies and Beliefs – (Exam Weighting: 10-15%)
American Attitudes about Government and Politics
Political Socialization
Changes in Ideology
Influence of Political Events on Ideology
Measuring Public Opinion
Evaluating Public Opinion Data
Ideologies of Political Parties
Ideology and Policy-Making
Ideology and Economic Policy
Ideology and Social Policy

Assignment Example: 
Practice 3: Data Analysis – Students will analyze Visual 11.2 in the class textbook (list of polls) and use the table displayed to answer a series of interpretation and analysis questions on the polling data regarding if the country is on the right or wrong track amongst registered/likely voters and the reliability of that data (Methods of Political Analysis, Civic Participation in Representative Democracy). 

Unit 5: Political Participation – (Exam Weighting 20-27%)
Voting Rights and Models of Voting Behavior
Voter Turnout
Political Parties
How and Why Political Parties Change and Adapt
Third-Party Politics
Interest Groups Influencing Policy-Making
Groups Influencing Policy Outcomes
Electing a President
Congressional Elections
Modern Campaigns
Campaign Finance
The Media
Changing Media

Foundational Documents: 
The Constitution of the United States

Required Case: 
[bookmark: Unit_2:_Interactions_Among_Branches_of_G]Citizens United v. Federal Election Commission (2010)
KEEP IN TOUCH!
Please bring any questions or concerns to me.  If you make an error when submitting work please email me as soon as possible, this will help me know that you had an issue.  

STAY POSITIVE!!! 
Although this course is extremely challenging, the reward at the end is well worth the effort put into this class. Start now to come up with a study plan and stick to it. You must believe in yourself and be willing to accept a few setbacks along the way in order to grow as a young scholar and as a person. Learn from your mistakes and setbacks, make adjustments, and try again. Believe in yourself.  

AND STAY AHEAD!  It will be very important to complete the daily readings/assignments.  In many cases you will learn the content before class, and then that content will be reinforced, clarified, and discussed in class.  

Academic Integrity in a Social Sciences/Studies Classroom
The purpose of this class is to learn how to think for yourself and about the social sciences.  Assignments in this class serve the purpose of practice, and/or assessment leading the student to mastery.  Any assignment completed with the use of an on-line answer/writing program, by another student or person, or by you using the work of another person will receive a zero and a referral for lack of academic integrity.  The teacher reserves the right to question and if necessary, nullify an assignment if the authenticity of the work is in question.  
Students who “work together,” should provide support to each other, but they should not simply copy the work of another.  All work should be unique to the student and his/her current level of learning.   One should keep in mind that the ultimate goal is to learn and be able to think independently.  Simply copying assignments or turning in the work of another person in order to gain credit does not promote learning. All work that is deemed to have been copied, or to have been the origin of the copied work is subject to a zero; thus, students who share their work for another student to copy will face consequences as well.
Furthermore, it is required that while working on assessments such as quizzes or tests, electronic devices remain out of sight in a teacher designated area.  The presence of an electronic device at any point during the administration of an assessment will be a violation of the security of the quiz/exam and the authenticity of the student’s work, resulting in a zero.
Your grade is a reflection of your skill level and effort.  Please take the time and make the effort to build your skill level.  Cheating the system by trying to take short cuts will undermine your ability to build your skills and to be an independent and academically honest student.
 
The signature below indicates that you understand the above policy. (This will be done on forms this year.)

cut here

AP Government and Politics 
Student Name:
I have read and understand Mr. Port’s class expectations and information – especially on Academic Integrity in the Social Studies Classroom.  Any further questions can be directed to Mr. Port at jport@hannasd.org.
Student: 	Date: 	
Parent/Guardian 	Date

Most information contained in this syllabus is directly from the College Board.
A.P. U.S. Government and Politics Executive Summary

• A.P. U.S. Government and Politics is as hard, or harder than a college survey history class. 

• It is difficult to earn an “A” in an A.P. course, but it is not impossible. 

• Only students who are motivated, persistent, and take the initiative for their learning do well in A.P. classes. Consistency is also very important.  Hard work is mandatory! 

• Students will learn much more in an A.P. class than any regular class. 

• Students who take A.P. classes usually do much better in college.  

• All students in A.P. U.S. Government and Politics are strongly encouraged to take the A.P. Exam. 

• The A.P. U.S. Government and Politics Exam will be given on May 1st, 2023 and you will be given the opportunity to register with the Counseling Department.

• Students will have to complete several large projects and other assignments outside of class. 

• Any students caught cheating/committing plagiarism will receive a zero for the assignment and will be held to the standards and polices of the STSD School Board.

• This summary is meant to highlight some of the key points from the syllabus about the course. Please read the entire syllabus for more details about A.P. U.S. Government and Politics

• Finally, considering the current situation with COVID-19 you will need to be flexible, the format of instruction and of the exam may change due to constraints that are unavoidable, in other words, this syllabus is subject to change.

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

I have read, understood, and will abide by all the provisions of the entire A.P. U.S. Government and Politics syllabus and College Board.
 
____________________  ______________________  _________________________
(student name)                  (student signature)             (parent signature)


Student EMAIL:___________________________________________________________________ 


Parent EMAIL:___________________________________________________________________

BY SIGNING THIS FORM, YOU ARE AGREEING TO MAKE A SERIOUS COMMITMENT TO THIS CLASS FOR THE 2022-2023 ACADEMIC YEAR
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