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Teacher: Mr. Joe Sell	             Phone: (717) 717.657.5117
Room: 208			Email: jsell@hannasd.org
		
Course Description
The AP Psychology course is designed to introduce students to the systematic and scientific study of the behavior and mental processes of human beings and other animals. Students are exposed to the psychological facts, principles, and phenomena associated with each of the major subfields within psychology. They also learn about the ethics and methods psychologists use in their science and practice.
Course Objectives 
· Communicate and defend psychological concepts and facts
· Assess some of the differing approaches adopted by psychologists, including the biological, behavioral, cognitive, humanistic, psychodynamic, and sociocultural perspectives
· Appreciate how psychologists think and learn
· Build an effective psychological vocabulary by applying the vocabulary to diverse scenarios 
· Describe, explain, and predict why and how people react to particular situations
· Apply what is learned in educational discussions and debates

Course Outline- Adapted from AP College Board with % of exam. The entire Course and Exam Description is available here. 
I. Scientific Foundations of Psychology (10-14%)
Psychology has evolved markedly since its inception as a discipline in 1879. There have been significant changes in the theories that psychologists use to explain behavior and mental processes. In addition, the methodology of psychological research has expanded to include a diversity of approaches to data gathering. Psychology is an empirical discipline. Psychologists develop knowledge by engaging in research. Research provides guidance for psychologists who develop theories to explain behavior and who apply theories to solve problems in behavior. 

II. Biological Bases of Behavior (8–10%)
An effective introduction to the relationship between physiological processes and behavior — including the influence of neural function, the nervous system and the brain, and genetic contributions to behavior — is an important element in the AP course. In addition, understanding consciousness and what it encompasses is critical to an appreciation of what is meant by a given state of consciousness. The study of variations in consciousness includes an examination of the sleep cycle, dreams, hypnosis, circadian rhythms, and the effects of psychoactive drugs.


III. Sensation and Perception (6–8%)
Everything that organisms know about the world is first encountered when stimuli in the environment activate sensory organs, initiating awareness of the external world. Perception involves the interpretation of the sensory inputs as a cognitive process.




IV. Learning (7–9%)
This section of the course introduces students to differences between learned and unlearned behavior. The primary focus is exploration of different kinds of learning, including classical conditioning, operant conditioning, and observation biological bases of behavior illustrate predispositions for learning.

V. Cognition (13–17%)
In this unit students learn how humans convert sensory input into kinds of information. They examine how humans learn, remember, and retrieve information.
This part of the course also addresses problem solving, language, and creativity.
An understanding of intelligence and assessment of individual differences is highlighted in this portion of the course. Students must understand issues related to test construction and fair use.

VI. Developmental Psychology (7–9%)
Developmental psychology deals with the behavior of organisms from conception to death and examines the processes that contribute to behavioral change throughout the life span. The major areas of emphasis in the course are prenatal development, motor development, socialization, cognitive development, adolescence, and adulthood.

VII. Motivation and Emotion and Personality (11-15%)
In this part of the course, students explore biological and social factors that motivate behavior and biological and cultural factors that influence emotion. In this section of the course, students explore major theories of how humans develop enduring patterns of behavior and personal characteristics that influence how others relate to them. The unit also addresses research methods used to assess personality.

VIII. Clinical Psychology (12-16%)
In this portion of the course, students examine the nature of common challenges to adaptive functioning. This section emphasizes formal conventions that guide psychologists’ judgments about diagnosis and problem severity. 
This section of the course provides students with an understanding of empirically based treatments of psychological disorders. The topic emphasizes descriptions of treatment modalities based on various orientations in psychology.

IX. Social Psychology (8–10%)
This part of the course focuses on how individuals relate to one another in social situations. Social psychologists study social attitudes, social influence, and other social phenomena.

Required Reading
The course text: Myers’ Psychology for AP by David G. Myers; a variety of primary sources & case studies, PsychSim activities, short passages, articles  and current issues related to the course content.

By the end of September, students are recommended to purchase the following text:
AP Psychology Crash Course, 2nd Ed. /ISBN-13: 978-0738611907
This will be beneficial when reviewing for unit exams and preparation for the AP exam in May.

Student Responsibilities & Materials
Students must bring a 3 ring notebook (1.5 inch recommended) designated for AP Psychology, paper (either loose leaf or spiral notebook) and writing utensil daily.  Students also must keep notes, handouts, homework, tests, quizzes, and projects.  

Students will also be utilizing the AP Classroom online. This will be discussed in class and registration will occur within the first few weeks of the fall semester.

Graded Assignments
Students will have a variety of opportunities to demonstrate learning and knowledge gained.  
Evaluation will be as follows:
	Chapter Tests (Multiple Choice Exams) Essay Exams (FRQs) – 70%
	Homework/Projects/Case Studies- 30%

Midterm & Final Exam
Midterms and final exams will be given in accordance to Susquehanna Township High School’s calendar. Note, AP dates may vary as to prepare for the AP Exam the beginning of May. 

THE AP Exam: The opportunity exists to take the Advanced Placement Exam in May. Registration for AP Exams is required in the Fall. You should see your guidance counselor for registration information.   
	
Absence Policy
A student who is absent from class is responsible for missed work.  Any assignments made prior to a student’s absence are due the day he/she returns. Projects will be given well in advance with due dates given at the start of a project. Please plan accordingly. 

Late Work
Even with the best of intentions, sometimes an assignment cannot be completed on time. With this stated, late work will be accepted. The following late policy is set forth: each student is allowed 1 late assignment per marking period as long as the assignment is handed in the next day after the due date. (For example, if an assignment is due on Wednesday, August 29th  and is late, a student may submit the assignment on Thursday, August 30th.)  However, a completed late slip must be submitted and attached to assignment in order to receive full credit.  Late assignments beyond the next day or in excess of the allotted will have the following deductions:
· Within one week of the due date: 25% reduction
· Within two weeks of the due date: 50% reduction

No assignments will be accepted beyond two weeks of the original due date. 



Academic Honesty
Cheating and plagiarism will not be tolerated. A grade of zero (0) will be given for test/homework/assignment in question. Please see the Academic Integrity in a Social Science/Studies Classroom statement.


Testing Policies in Regard to Absences

If a student is absent on the day of a test but was in school the day before, he/she should be prepared to take the test the day he/she returns to school. If you are absent for Day 1 of testing, you will complete Day 2 of Testing WITH the class.  A course study guide to accompany the text will be provided to each student. The testing schedule will be as follows:
     Day 1 of Testing- FRQ Portion of the Exam- Student must bring a pen to complete exam.
     Day 2 of Testing – Multiple Choice Portion of Exam- Student must bring a pencil to class.
     Day 3 of Exam- Students may complete test corrections in class, work on focus questions for upcoming unit.

 *Test Make Up Day for any student absent during either portion of the exam.* If a student is absent on day 3 of exams, he/she will take an alternate version of the exam before or after school on their own time.*

Communication is key!
If you need help, ASK! Feel free to email me with questions as you are working on assignments. I can’t help if you don’t ask.  Do not email me with assignments attached.  These will not be accepted. 


Class Guidelines
In order to have a successful year, there are five classroom rules that must be followed:

1. 
2. Arrive on time to class.	
3. Participate constructively & respectfully.
4. Be prepared.			
5. Take pride in your work.
6. Ask questions!!!


If guidelines are not followed or the learning environment is disrupted, students will be redirected, parent will be contacted, and the discipline process will be followed as per Susquehanna Township Senior High School. 
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
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