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SOUTHWEST LICKING SCHOOL DISTRICT

SECTION 504 DUE PROCESS PROCEDURE

To the extent authorized and required by Federal law, Section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act of 1973, a parent,  in writing, may file a request for a due process hearing that states in detail the alleged violations of Section 504 related to their child’s identification, evaluation or placement under Section 504  The written due process request shall be filed with the Superintendent of the School District.  

At age 18, all the rights of the parent transfer to the student and only the student may request a due process hearing unless the student has been declared incompetent by a court, in which case the guardian can request a due process hearing. 

If IDEA due process procedures are available, the IDEA process procedures, rather than a 504 due process hearing, must be used instead of a Section 504 hearing.

Nothing in this procedure prohibits the School District from objecting to the filing of a due process request including, but not limited to, asking for it to be dismissed. 

The written request for a due process hearing must identify the specific circumstances or areas of dispute that have given rise to the due process request and specify the requested remedies. 

The hearing will be conducted by an impartial hearing officer (IHO) (i.e., by a person not employed by the School District and not having a conflict of interest).  The School District will appoint an IHO within fifteen (15) calendar days after the request for the due process hearing is received.   The IHO will conduct the due process hearing within ninety (90) calendar days after receipt of the hearing request and shall issue a written decision to the parties within thirty (30) calendar days following the conclusion of the hearing, although extensions may be granted by the IHO at the request of either party.  

The parent and the child may participate in the hearing and may have an attorney represent them, at their own cost.

A record shall be made of the hearing.

The IHO will issue written findings of fact and reasons for the decision.

The decision of the hearing officer may be appealed to a Federal court of competent jurisdiction.
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