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				IMPORTANT DATES



		






	In The Loop
with the Supe
December 1
 
Community Conversation: District Finances
December 1
 
Gifted Services & LEADS Family Fun Night
December 2
 
NEW DATE & TIME: Board of Education Meeting
December 16
 
Professional Development Day (No School for Students)
 December 22
 
Winter Break
December 23-31
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	Celebrating Our 2021 Educators of Excellence



	The Northern Cincinnati Foundation, in partnership with Lakota Local Schools, are proud to announce the recipients of the 2021 Lakota Educator of Excellence Awards. The 2021 honorees include: 
 
Elementary (PreK-6) Winner: Jenny Hutzelman
Second Grade Teacher – Heritage Early Childhood School
 
Secondary (7-12) Winner: Roxanne Begley, Stacey Cooke & Emily Edwards
Teaching Team, LINCC Lab – Lakota East Freshman School
Administrator Winner: Scott Laman
Associate Principal – Lakota West Freshman School
 
Each recipient was honored with a special surprise celebration earlier this month among their peers and including their family. 



	Read more 




	Watch the video 
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	Lakota Balances Budget for 10th Consecutive Year



	Members of the Lakota Board of Education approved the district’s most recent five-year forecast by a vote of 4-1 at last night’s meeting, with board member Lynda O’Connor voting no. Jenni Logan, Lakota’s treasurer/CFO, presented the forecast, which is updated each November and May as required by the State.



	Read more 
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	Super In 60: November



	In this month's edition of "Super in 60," Lakota Superintendent Matthew Miller brings you the latest district highlights in just 60 seconds.



	Watch the Video 
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	Words of Wisdom: What are You Thankful For



	In the spirit of Thanksgiving, we asked students to share what they are thankful for in this month’s "Words of Wisdom" video. WE are thankful for all of our students, staff, families and community members.



	Watch the Video 
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	Lakota Community Elects One Returning, Two New School Board Members 



	The November 2021 election marked the start of three new terms on Lakota’s Board of Education. Voters re-elected President Kelley Casper to a second term and welcomed new members-elect Isaac Adi and Darbi Boddy. 



	Read more 
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	Niche and U.S. World News & Report Education Rankings



	The Lakota Local School District was given an “A” grade and ranked in the top 6% of school districts in America and in the top 7% in Ohio in the 2022 Niche education report. 
 
Click below to learn how Lakota's schools fared in the Niche report as well as in the rankings from U.S. News & World Report.



	Read more 
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	O'Connor Receives All-Ohio School Board Award



	Lakota School Board member Lynda O’Connor was honored at the Ohio School Boards Association’s (OSBA) 2021 Capital Conference. With more than 3,500 elected members across the state, O’Connor was one of just five selected to receive the association’s most prestigious honor, the All-Ohio School Board Award.



	Read more 







			[image: ]



	Casper Joins Chamber’s ‘Women of Excellence’



	The West Chester Liberty Chamber Alliance recognized the 2021 “Women of Excellence” at its Nov. 19 awards dinner and gala, including Lakota Board of Education President Kelley Casper. The ten Class of 2021 honorees were selected based on their contributions to business, education, culture, or philanthropy in service to our region. 



	Read more 
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	Hopewells Buddy Up to Build Each Other Up



	After just three interactions amounting to no more than an hour and a half together, Hopewell Early Childhood School first-grader Siima Kibuuka looked affectionately at her partner, Hopewell Junior eighth-grader MJ Demcho, and said, “Yeah, we’re friends.” 



	Read more 







			[image: ]



	Student Choice at Center of West Freshman’s ‘Real World 101’



	The program of study for Lakota West Freshman students grew by 40 courses last Tuesday. The resounding theme: “Real World 101.” For a third year, students were given the opportunity to “choose their own adventures.” 



	Read more 
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	Record Number of Lakota Students Competing in National Contests



	Over 1,300 Lakota students are excited about challenging themselves in national math and language arts contests.
 
“It was so fun. I enjoyed it so much,” said Chase, who is in third grade at VanGorden Elementary. “I've been waiting for this moment for a really long time, since kindergarten actually.”



	Read more 
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	East Freshmen Learn Real Money Equals Real Problems



	Lakota East Freshman students had no choice but to succeed in the game of life last Monday. And while some had an easier path than others, they all walked away with a better understanding of the value of a dollar. 



	Read more 
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	Turning Lemonade into Lessons



	You usually hear about turning lemons into lemonade, but some teachers and students at Adena Elementary recently turned lemonade into lessons – lots of real-life lessons.
 
It all started when Intervention Specialist Alyssa Moots read ‘The Lemonade War’ to her ELA students.



	Read more 
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	Dec. 1 Community Conversation: District Finances



	With an annual budget of more than $175 million, there’s lots of interest in where the money comes from and how it’s used to provide an education for our 17,000 students. Join us for our next community conversation on Dec. 1 from 6:30-8 p.m. at Plains Junior School.



	Read more 
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	Dec. 2: Family Fun Night, Hosted by Lakota Gifted Services and LEADS 
 
All parents are invited to learn about the Lakota’s Gifted Services, meet and hear from some expert parents who created the parent support and advocacy group known as LEADS, and learn some new ways to support your gifted learner. 
 
Family Fun Night will take place on Dec. 2 from 7-8:30 p.m. at VanGorden Elementary School (6475 LeSourdsville-West Chester Road). Space is limited, so please reserve your space in advance. Share the Family Fun Night flyer and visit Lakota’s Gifted Services website or Lakota LEADS website for more information. All questions can be directed to giftedservices@lakotaonline.com.
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	Bohrer Creates Outdoor Garden Classroom



	Congratulations to West senior and Butler Tech student Emiliana Bohrer, who recently earned the "Stars and Stripes Award" from the American Heritage Girls. This award is attained by very few.
 
As part of the criteria for the award, Emiliana designed, fundraised, planned, and supervised the building of an outdoor classroom garden that was donated to Butler Tech Natural Science Center in Monroe. She logged a total of 490 hours on the project, which includes six garden boxes, two standing salad tower boxes, fencing with gated entrance, greenhouse, compost bin and more.
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	East, West Cross Country State Qualifiers



	Lakota West freshman Evelyn Prodoehl (pictured left) and Lakota East junior Jocey Willis (pictured right) both represented Lakota as individual qualifiers at the OHSAA State Cross Country Championship earlier this month. 
 
Prodoehl was the first freshman finisher and finished 8th overall with a time of 18:16. Willis finished in 81st place with a time of 19:36 in a pool of 182 runners. Congratulations and way to represent Lakota at the state level! 
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	Adena Counselor Earns Hope, Strength & Healing Award



	Adena Elementary School Counselor Amy Moorman was one of three local recipients of the Hope, Strength and Healing Award presented by Companions on a Journey (COJ). The award, which recognizes “individuals who go above and beyond to identify and support grieving children,” is given out annually in honor of National Child’s Grief Awareness Month. COJ recognized Amy at Adena on Nov. 30. WE are proud of you Amy! 
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	West Chester Photo Club Recognizes East, West Student Winners



	Student photographers at Lakota East and West high schools submitted their work for West Chester Photo Club’s annual student contest, which included 138 entries from Lakota and Mason this year. Placing first in their respective grade level categories were Lakota East sophomore Jacob Stringer (bottom left photo), Lakota West junior Ben Minich (top photo) and Lakota East senior Cameron Clardy (bottom right photo). Congratulations! 
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	West Artists Featured in Otterbein Exhibition



	Lakota West High School’s Visual Arts Department is proud to announce that Ashley Fryer (top right), Taylor Hamilton (bottom right), Gina Lin (bottom left), and Jasmine Walker (top left) had their paintings selected for the third annual Juried High School Art Exhibition at Otterbein University, which features just 45 different pieces statewide. All four students have received a $2,000 Otterbein Art Scholarship and are eligible for cash awards at the Dec. 3 award ceremony. Click here to view the virtual edition of the exhibition.
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	East’s Bryant Named 2021 Athletic Director of Year



	Lakota East Athletic Director Richard Bryant was named the “Athletic Director of the Year” for the Southwest District by the Ohio Interscholastic Athletic Administrators Association (OIAAA). Bryant, who has led Lakota East Athletics for 13 years, was one of two honored at the OIAAA State Conference Nov. 14-16. Congratulations Rich! 
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	High Schools Hold Athletic Signing Events



	On November 11, the Lakota East and West Athletic Departments honored students who will be continuing their athletic career at the collegiate level. It was the first day of the NCAA’s fall signing period for all sports other than football. Both schools will be holding several other signing day events throughout the school year. Congratulations to these 19 Firehawks and Firebirds!
 
Lakota East
Azariyah Bryant: University of Illinois (track and field)
Isabelle Gomez: Liberty University (swimming)
Adam McDonald: West Virginia University (swimming)
Natalia Morales: University of Wisconsin-Green Bay (soccer)
Evan Whitaker: Indiana University (baseball)
Joe Wilson IV: The Ohio State University (golf)
 
Lakota West
Kylie Dilley: Northern Kentucky University (track and field)
Kendall Forren: Miami University (softball)
Ashley Fryer: Bowling Green State University (swimming)
Isabella Gallo: Walsh University (soccer)
Molly Grace: University of Dayton (softball)
Belle Hummel: Ohio University (softball)
Ashton Kamdem: University of Akron (soccer)
KK Mathis: James Madison University (softball)
Emily Pate: Ashland University (soccer)
Kylee Simmons: University of Missouri (soccer)
Paige Striley: University of Missouri (swimming)
Paul Walters: Northwestern University (soccer)
Sarah Watson: Ashland University (soccer)
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	On Nov. 15, twenty-five Lakota students headed to the Ohio School Boards Association’s annual Capital Conference in Columbus. Of the 100 student groups selected to participate in the conference’s student achievement fair, four were from Lakota. The students engaged in conversation and answered questions from school leaders who attended the conference.
The students, pictured above with their advisors, represented: the Lakota Cyber Academy (East and West), INCubatoredu (East), Sources of Strength (Plains Junior) and Spill It Fill It (Independence Elementary). A complete photo album highlighting the day can be found on the district’s Facebook page.
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			Lakota Local Schools
5572 Princeton Road
Liberty Township, OH  45011
(513) 874-5505
lakota@lakotaonline.com
www.lakotaonline.com



















Lakota Local School District would like to continue connecting with you via email. If you prefer to be removed from our list, please contact Lakota Local School District directly. To stop receiving all email messages distributed through our SchoolMessenger service, follow this link and confirm: Unsubscribe 
SchoolMessenger is a notification service used by the nation's leading school systems to connect with parents, students and staff through voice, SMS text, email, and social media. 
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PRI E L

Lakota Gifted Services
and LEADS present:
Family Fun Night!

Come join us to learn about Gifted Services at
Lakota, meet and hear from LEADS (gifted parent
group) and spend some time playing and learning

as a family! We know that two key areas for our

*3& gifted students are enrichment and social
emotional learning (strategles that improve how
students manage stress). We will have
opportunities for both!





