What is a High Frequency Word?
A high frequency word is a word that is immediately recognized as a whole and does not require word analysis for identification. Good readers instantly recognize high frequency words without having to decode them. High frequency words are words which occur most frequently in our language. Many high frequency words do not sound as they are spelled, making them difficult to sound out using knowledge of phonics. 
Why is Learning High Frequency Words so Important?

High frequency word acquisition is an important building block in the construction of a child’s ability to read. In order to read and write, children must learn to quickly and automatically recognize and spell the most commonly occurring words.  Children who know a large number of high frequency words can read fluently and focus their attention on making sense of what they are reading.  The most frequently occurring words are usually meaningless, abstract, connecting words (of, and, the, is, etc.).  

What Does It Mean to Master a High Frequency Word?

Mastering a high frequency word means that a child can identify it, read it in isolation, read it in context, understands the word’s meanings and uses, and can spell it correctly in their writing.  Immediate identification of words is the result of repeated experience with reading, seeing, discussing, using, and writing words.  
How Many High Frequency Words Should My Child Master?

In order to help develop all student reading abilities, the following chart outlines the reading high frequency word expectations for each grade level in CCPS.  
	By the end of:
	Identified in 
3 seconds or less

	Kindergarten
	50

	1st Grade
	200


How Can I Help My Child Master High Frequency Words?

· Practice reading and re-reading texts.  All texts contain high frequency words.

· Word hunts – encourage your child to hunt for their high frequency words in a favorite book, a newspaper, road signs, or anywhere else we see print daily.

· Practice reading words on flash cards.
· Practice writing words in shaving cream, flour, sand, with chalk, or in the air.

· Practice sorting high frequency words into categories (examples:  alphabetically, rhyming, spelling patterns, or have your child create their own categories).

· Check out these on-line games and resources:

Dolch Word Games:  http://www.netrover.com/~kingskid/sightword/dolchgames.htm
Mansfield Richmond Public Library:  http://www.mrcpl.org/literacy/lessons/sight/index.html
Read Aquarium:  http://www.gamequarium.com/readquarium/sightgames.html
The School Bell:  http://www.theschoolbell.com/Links/Dolch/Contents.html
The EFL Playhouse:  http://www.esl4kids.net/printable.html
Starfall:  http://www.starfall.com
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DID YOU KNOW THAT???


Ten words – the, of, and, a, to, in, is, you, that, and it – account for almost ¼ of all the words children read and write.  Half the words can be accounted for by just 100 words!








