
Tattle Tail for 1st Grade 


Purpose:  To provide information and practice for students about the difference between tattling and reporting.   

Materials:
Tail
Tattle-Tattle Tell All Tortellini Story	  
Tattle Questions video Tattle Questions (song for kids about not tattling) 
[bookmark: _heading=h.gjdgxs]Tattling/Reporting sort free from https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Product/Tattling-Vs-Reporting-Savvy-School-Counselor-660417

Time:  
Approximately 30 minutes

Introduction:
Wear a tail (pinned to pants).
Ask students: Why do you think I have a tail?  What does it mean to be a tattle tale?  
Explain that if you “tattle too much” people may call you a tattle tail.  
Say: We need to be sure to know the difference between tattling and reporting.  Tattling takes up class time and bothers your teacher and friends.  It also might get you in trouble.
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Lesson:
Explain the difference between tattling and reporting.  
Read Tattle-Tattle Tell All Tortellini story, and ask questions throughout.  

Show Video 
Video about tattling versus reporting: Tattle Questions (song for kids about not tattling) 




Discussion:
Discuss what they could do instead of tattling (ignore, walk away, use “I feel ___ when you ___”).  Complete Tattling versus Reporting Sort Flip Chart.  Act out examples and have students decide which it is.  

Wrap Up:
Students turn and talk about what they will do to stop tattling.  
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MAIN COURSE

TATTLE-TATTLE TELL ALL TORTELLINI

Main Course Ingredients:
Master Chef:
[ Norma-Nell Tattletale story
(pages 84-86)

Student Chefs:
X No materials required
Main Course Preparation:

None required.

Main Course Activity:

Read the following story aloud to the children.
Pause at the involvement questions for the
children’s answers.

Norma-Nell Tattletale

“Ms. Nobel,” yelled Norma-Nell,
“guess what I saw Tyler do?

He hid bubble gum under his tongue
after you told him not to chew!

“He broke Trina’s pencil
and wrote in Sam’s book.
And at Tommy’s test,

he took a quick look!
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“And then during lunch,
he ate Freida’s fries

and stared at my ice cream
and Mitchell’s apple pie!

“When we had recess,

he piled rocks on the slide.
Then I am told,

he threw dirt in Joe’s eye.

“Well, he didn’t really throw it,
but Tom thought that he might.
’Cause he did it to Marge.
Trish told him last night.

“He broke Kate’s crayons,
and Meisha Brown’s, too.
That’s when I decided
I was gonna tell you.”

“Thanks,” said Ms. Nobel.
“I can count on you, Norma,
to always be

my hourly informer.”

STOP Ask the children: “What is Norma’s
problem?” |

“Remember that we talked
about when we should tell?”
Ms. Nobel whispered to Norma
at the sound of the bell.

“We tell when there’s danger
or if someone is hurt.

But not when a friend

stares at your dessert!”

STOP Ask the children: “How is tattling differ-
ent from telling?”

“Please remember this, Norma.
Don’t forget what I say.

It may come in handy.
It may help you one day.”

But Norma-Nell

did not change her ways.
She continued tattling
the very next day.

“Ms. Nobel, I heard that
Ike, Trish, and Lynn
told Sara they were

no longer my friends.

“Then they told Naomi

they hated my dress,

that my new shoes were silly,
and so was my vest.”

“You tattle too much,”
cried Jen and JP.
“Norma, please stop!”
begged Margaret-Marie.

But that didn’t stop Norma.
Her tattling got worse.

She blabbed to Ms. Nobel
and Ms. Friendly, the nurse.

It drove them all mad.
Something had to be done.
“Please stop her, someone!”
Begged Kaitlin and John.

“I have an idea,

Ms. Nobel,” said Kristen.
“When Norma starts to tattle,
we just won’t listen.”

All quickly agreed

when she walked through the door.

Each time that she tattled,
she’d just be ignored.
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Next day, she walked in

at eight o’clock on the dot.
“John’s finger,” she whined
“is too close to my spot!

“He’s looking at me

and touching my chair.
He breathed on my paper
and coughed in my hair!”

STOP Ask the children: “Do you think tattling
is silly? Why?”

But all had agreed

when she walked through the door,
that each time that she tattled,
she’d just be ignored.

“Someone,” she shouted,

“has used my eraser!”

Then she claimed that last night,
Dave’s dog almost chased her.

But all had agreed

when she walked through the door,
that each time that she tattled,
she’d just be ignored.

Since no one would listen,
not even the nurse,

Norma packed up her books
and grabbed her red purse.

She sat on the bench

near the slide and oak tree.
Then she cried with a shout,
“No one listens to me!”

STOP Ask the children: “How is Norma-Nell
feeling?”
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+ “Will you help me, Ms. Nobel?

FINISH the story by asking the children: “What
is Norma-Nell's new job?”

Then said Ms. Nobel,
“I warned you, I fear,
that too much tattling
could hurt you, my dear.”

Will you help me today
to tell and not tattle
in class or at play?”

Ms. Nobel said,

“I do have a plan

Tused it last year

with a student named Dan.

“When I see that you're tattling,
my left eye I will wink.

That should give you some time
to just stop and think!

“But if my right eye I wink,
and scratch my left ear,
just continue to speak,
what you say I will hear.”

They practiced for weeks.
It was awkward at first.
But the tattling stopped,
their little plan worked!

Ms. Nobel was thrilled.

Ms. Friendly was, too.

And Norma-Nell felt proud

of what she’d learned NOT to do.

She now uses her talents

in a brand new way

by making morning announcements
for Ms. Nobel each day.
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