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Room 203


Mr. Headen and Mr. Gish
Course Overview: Civics and Government will survey a wide variety of US government and civics topics including the influences and foundations of US government, the history and development of US government, the US Constitution and the branches of government, the functions of state and local government, and civic liberties and responsibilities.  This course will include both theoretical and practical elements where students will explore and better understand their system of government through class discussion, activities, simulations, essays, projects, and other related assignments.  
Values of Learning: Core Values are the road signs that guide us to the most productive classroom environment and achieving the intended learning outcomes of this course.  The four core values for learning in Mr. Headen’s classroom are Responsibility, Education, Attitude and Leadership.  These core values are expected to be demonstrated by all students in the class.
Classroom Discipline: All school-wide policies/procedures will be enforced in the classroom.  Mr. Port’s classroom rules are as follows: 1. Respect Yourself, 2. Respect All Others, 3. Do Not Disrupt Class, 4. Follow All School Policies, and 5. Be Prepared for Class.  Classroom rules that are broken will be handled with a warning on the first offense, a teacher/student conference on the second offense, a teacher detention on the third offense, and administrative action on the fourth offense (immediate administrative action may be necessary for more egregious initial offenses).  Phones should be kept out of sight at all times on silent mode, any phones seen or heard will be confiscated immediately.   
Grading Policies: Units of study will incorporate various assessments such as quizzes, homework, essays, projects, and one cumulative test.  Specific grading for each assignment will be explained by the teacher and projects/essays will include a specific grading rubric.  Testing format will generally include multiple forms of assessment such as multiple choice, short answer, and short essay.  Mr. Headen will post all assignments and grading explanations on the classroom website.  A final exam for the course will count for 10% of the final course grade.  The grading categories and their associated weight in the overall course grade is below:
GRADING (Averages):   A: 100-90   B: 89-80   C: 79-70   D: 69-60 F: 59-0
· 50% - Unit Tests, Research Papers/Projects, Abstract Essays & Written Assignments.
· 20% -	Quizzes
· 20% - Homework & Class Assignments.
· 10% - Current Events
Absences: Students that are absent from class for an excused reason may make up work that they missed.  It is the student’s responsibility to inquire with Mr. Port about the work that was missed.  Students will have the same amount of time to make up the work as was originally given for the assignment (i.e. if students have two days to complete an assignment when originally assigned, then the student has two days to complete the work following their return to class).
Materials: The required textbook for the course will be McGruder’s American Government and will be distributed to students the first week of class.  Additional materials that will be required for the course will include a notebook of the student’s choice and a pen/pencil.  Highlighters are recommended.  Further materials may be needed and will be announced during the school year.  Students should keep class handouts, worksheets, and assignments organized in case they need to refer back to them when studying or have a question concerning their grade.
Academic Honesty: Plagiarism/Cheating is regarded as a serious academic offense and goes against the core value of integrity.  Any suspicion of plagiarism or cheating will be investigated by the teacher.  If it is discovered a student did plagiarize/cheat, the assignment will be recorded as a 0 and the student will be referred to the school administration for possible further disciplinary action.  Students who have questions as to what constitutes plagiarism or cheating should consult Mr. Port for clarification BEFORE turning the assignment in.
Late Work: Late work will be accepted for projects, essays, and homework/classroom assignments.  There will be a 30% reduction for the assignment grade for each day it is late.  
**ALL STUDENTS ARE RESPONSIBLE FOR SUBMITTING ANY AND ALL COURSE WORK ON TIME OR ELSE THE WORK WILL BE PENALIZED AS PER THE STHS/STSD HOMEWORK AND ASSIGNMENT POLICIES!
**E-MAIL:  jheaden@hannasd.org  agish@hannasd.org – This is the quickest & easiest way to communicate with us.

Mr. Headen’s CLASS HOMEWORK/ASSIGNMENT POLICY:   (Homework should be your original work to aid in understanding the lesson(s) and should be done at home!)  
1. Any student caught copying the course’s homework or assignment in class will receive a zero for that homework or assignment and it cannot be made up.  
2. Similarly, the student whose homework or assignment was being copied from will also receive a zero that cannot be made up.
3. Any homework done during a class lesson will not be accepted.  The student will receive a zero for the assignment and it cannot be made up.  (This does not include homework done during the self-directed full period reviews or during study hall periods.)
4. In the event that another teacher informs me that a student was doing or copying a course homework or assignment during the other teacher’s class lesson, that student will receive a zero for that homework or assignment that cannot be made up.
5. See # 2.
6. Assignments returned with an INC or incomplete may be completed and turned in for credit by the next class period. If an assignment is not returned by the next class period, it receives a zero and it cannot be made up.
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