INCOMING 10TH GRADE
COURSE DESCRIPTIONS 2021-2022

SCIENCE
BIOLOGY AGRICULTURE
This course satisfies the core Life Science requirement for graduation. It meets the state standards and objectives for Biology with application in agriculture and covers biological concepts with emphasis in animal and plant sciences. The scientific process is learned and practiced in the classroom, laboratory, and in the field.

BIOLOGY
General Biology is a Core laboratory science that exposes students to topics in ecology, cellular chemistry and function, heredity and genetics, diversity of life, and change through time. Students will be prepared for the state CRT given in May.

BIOLOGY HONORS
Biology Honors is designed for college bound students who plan a career in any science related fields. 

AP BIOLOGY
A full year college course in biology designed to prepare students for the AP Biology test. Students are expected to perform and participate at a higher level than other biology classes, including extra reading, and responsibilities outside of class time. Students who enroll in AP Biology should be prepared to apply themselves and work hard to pass the AP Biology Test. Among the subjects covered at a college level are biochemistry, cells, evolution, genetics, and ecology.

CHEMISTRY
Pre-requisite: Secondary Math II
his is an introductory course that studies atoms, their structure, and interactions. Applications of chemistry to real life will be presented throughout the year. Concepts presented in class will be reinforced through laboratory work.

CHEMISTRY HONORS
Pre-requisite: Secondary Math II Honors
Chemistry Honors is designed for college bound students who plan a career in any science related fields.
3.0 GPA required for admission

PHYSICS
This course is an introductory class to physics and is an algebra based course that covers topics such as motion, force, energy, waves, sound, light, optics, electricity, and magnetism. Activities within the course include discussions, demonstrations, assignments, hands-on lab activities and projects such as bridge building, mousetrap cars, egg drop cartons, and water balloon launchers.
AP PHYSICS 1 
Students will develop critical thinking and reasoning skills through inquiry based learning. Students should have already taken or be concurrently enrolled in Secondary Math II. Topics include: Kinematics, Dynamics: Newton’s laws, circular motion and universal law of gravitation, simple harmonic motion: simple pendulum and mass-spring systems, impulse, linear momentum, and conservation of linear momentum: collisions, work, energy and conservation of energy, rotational motion: torque, rotational kinematics and energy, rotational dynamics and conservation of angular momentum, electrostatics: electric charge and electric force, DC Circuits: resistors only, mechanical waves and sound.

ELECTIVES

DEBATE I
Requirements: Student are required to compete in varied weekend competitions Oct.-March. Students must be eligible to compete: no F’s or U’s and 2.0 GPA
There is a $50 participation fee and $10 National Forensics League Membership fee.
A course for students with an interest in debate and speech competition. Second Semester students continue on in debate/competitive speech or honors debate per teacher assignment.
CREATIVE WRITING
This course offers a combination of lessons and practice in effective creative writing skills. Students will complete a personal portfolio by the end of the second term.

PEER TUTOR
This course is designed to provide students with opportunity to tutor, and assist students with disabilities through activities, projects, and assignments, as well as help them understand a variety of disabilities and individual circumstances.

ASTRONOMY
Explore the origins of the universe, black holes, alien planet habitability, supernovas, comets, and other stellar objects in and around our own solar system. *Can be used as a third science credit.


AP ENVIRONMENTAL SCIENCE
The goal of the AP Environmental Science course is to provide students with the scientific principles, concepts, and methodologies required to understand the interrelationships of the natural world, to identify and analyze environmental problems
both natural and human-made, to evaluate the relative risks associated with these problems, and to examine alternative solutions for resolving or preventing them. Environmental science is interdisciplinary; it embraces a wide variety of topics from different areas of study. Yet there are several major unifying constructs, or themes, that cut across the many topics included in the study of environmental science. The following themes provide a foundation for the structure of the AP Environmental Science course. *Can be used as a core or third science credit.

BOTANY/ZOOLOGY
Students will learn how plants grow and function by looking specifically at woody plants; they will be exposed to all types of plants, but using woody plants as a touchstone to explore the highly varied world of plants. 
Students will learn about biology through the lens of animals, specifically birds. *Can be used as a third science credit.

FOREIGN LANGUAGE
SPANISH I
Prerequisite: None
Understand simple stories, follow instructions & directions, give brief descriptions, and respond to high frequency commands. Hold simple conversations with greetings and farewells. Use colors, numbers, dates, and basic needs. Novice-Mid level of comprehension. The main emphasis is on oral skills while developing reading and writing skills. The student will be guided in recognizing the interrelationships of languages and will develop a cultural appreciation of the Spanish-speaking world. The goal of this course is to produce speakers with a novice-mid proficiency.
SPANISH II

Prerequisite: Spanish I
WSU Concurrent Enrollment credit is available.
Students must be able to: understand simple stories, follow instructions & directions, give brief descriptions, and respond to high frequency commands. Hold simple conversations with greetings and farewells. Use colors, numbers, dates, and basic needs. Novice-Mid level of comprehension.
SPANISH III
Prerequisite: Spanish II
[bookmark: _Hlk504555578]WSU Concurrent Enrollment credit is available.
Students must be able to: Create and share simple stories. Give and follow high frequency commands, instructions, and directions. Engage in conversations with highly predictable contexts. Write paragraphs using main ideas to summarize. Use past, present, and future tenses. Intermediate-Low level of comprehension.
SPANISH IV
Prerequisites: Spanish III
WSU Concurrent Enrollment credit is available.
Student must be able to: carry on a conversation. Ideas and opinions can be supported based on situations. Can sequence events orally and written. Can share stories with elaboration. Use a variety of verb tenses in conversation and writing. Intermediate-Mid level of comprehension.
FRENCH I
Prerequisite: None
French 1 is an introduction to the French- speaking world, its language and its people. The main emphasis is on oral skills while beginning to develop reading and writing skills. The student will be guided in recognizing the interrelationships of languages and will develop a cultural appreciation of the Francophone world. The goal of this course is to produce speakers with a novice-mid proficiency.
FRENCH II
Prerequisites: French I
[bookmark: _Hlk503878184]WSU Concurrent Enrollment credit is available.
Students must be able to: Understand simple stories, follow instructions & directions, give brief descriptions, and respond to high frequency commands. Hold simple conversations with greetings and farewells. Use colors, numbers, dates, and basic needs. Novice-Mid level of comprehension.
FRENCH III
Prerequisite: French I and II
WSU Concurrent Enrollment credit is available.
Students must be able to: Create and share simple stories. Give and follow high frequency commands, instructions, and directions. Engage in conversations with highly predictable contexts. Write paragraphs using main ideas to summarize. Use past, present, and future tenses. Intermediate-Low level of comprehension.
FRENCH IV
Prerequisite: French I, II, III 
WSU Concurrent Enrollment credit is available.
Students must be able to carry on a conversation. Ideas and opinions can be supported based on situations. Can sequence events orally and written. Can share stories with elaboration. Use a variety of verb tenses in conversation and writing. Intermediate-Mid level of comprehension.
CHINESE I
  Prerequisites: None
Chinese I is an introduction to the Chinese world, its language and its people, the main emphasis is on oral skills while developing reading and writing skills. The student will be guided in recognizing the interrelationships of language and will develop a cultural appreciation of the Chinese world. The goal for this course is that students acquire the language in the low end of the Novice-Mid range.

CHINESE II
Prerequisites: Chinese 1 
Students must be able to: Understand simple stories, follow instructions & directions, give brief descriptions, and respond to high frequency commands. Hold simple conversations with greetings and farewells. Use colors, numbers, dates, and basic needs.
CHINESE III
Prerequisites: Chinese I and II. 
Students must be able to: Create and share simple stories. Give and follow high frequency commands, instructions, and directions. Engage in conversations with highly predictable contexts.

CHINESE IV


PE  
STUDENTS MAY ENROLL IN ONLY ONE P.E. COURSE PER SEMESTER

FITNESS FOR LIFE-REQUIRED COURSE
Fitness for Life is an individualized, concepts-based, one-semester course designed to give students the knowledge and skills necessary to self-assess, create, conduct, evaluate, and redesign personal fitness programs. It is required of all students and there are no substitutions.
LIFETIME ACTIVITIES – TEAM SPORTS
Prerequisite: Must have passed Fit for Life.
Students in this one semester course will acquire skills in a variety of lifetime activities that contribute to sustained fitness and well-being. Some of activities will include volleyball, basketball, golf, softball and bowling.
LIFETIME ACT – RACQUET SPORTS
Prerequisite: Must have passed Fit for Life.
Students in this one semester course will acquire skills in a variety of lifetime activities that contribute to sustained fitness and well-being. Some of activities will include badminton, tennis, ping pong and pickle ball.

BODY CONDITIONING
Prerequisite: Must have passed Fit for Life
This course offers weight training to
beginners, intermediate, and advanced students. Running programs, plyometics and conditioning routines will be provided and added to daily activities.

FOOTBALL TEAM CONDITIONING
This class is for athletes participating in football. Student must complete a full year in order to earn Fit for Life credit.

ADVANCED TEAM CONDITIONING
A conditioning class for students who will be participating in basketball, wrestling, cross country, and track or volleyball. Please indicate on your course request which team you are on. In order to receive Fitness for Life credit by taking this class, you must have this class all year and meet the curriculum requirements of the class.

FINE ART
INTRO TO DRAWING
Prerequisite: None
The course focuses on and is built around the Elements and Principles of Art and is project-based. Students will study the principles of proportion, light and shadow, depth, color, and creative expression as they apply to landscapes, portraits, animals, and man-made objects.
This course is required as a prerequisite to: Drawing II, Painting, and Advanced Placement Art.
DRAWING II
Prerequisite: Must have taken and passed Intro to Drawing
Students will review the elements and principles of two- dimensional art and learn methodology of learning to draw accurately. Great emphasis will be placed on composition and proportion. A variety of media will be used. The primary subject of study will be realistic and from life, not cartooning or animation (mostly). Homework is required.

PAINTING I
Prerequisite: Drawing I (High School level) (no exceptions)
Course fee: $15.00. (Student responsible for supplying their own brushes- a $5 brush set is available in class.) This course explores the elements and principles of art through application of paint. Students will gain confidence in values and color theory through learning painting techniques as well as the importance and appreciation of historical and contemporary painters. Through demonstration, exploration and experimentation, students will learn how to paint landscapes, portraits, non-objective paintings and still-life. This course will include instruction on basic techniques and skills relating to the use of acrylic and oil paint.

CERAMICS I
Prerequisite: Must have taken and passed any Foundation Art in Junior High. Retake Ceramics 1 if you took it in junior high.  
This course introduces basic procedures for preparing, forming, glazing, and firing works in clay.

BAND/ORCHESTRA

ORCHESTRA III
Orchestra is intended for students who have played a string instrument (violin, viola, cello, or bass) for at least 3 years. There is no audition required. The class consists of students’ grade 10-12 and is a full year class. Students are expected to make a one-time purchase of our concert uniform ($100.00 for men, $70.00 for women) that will be used for the duration of their time in orchestra. There is also a $10.00 annual participation fee. Violas, cellos and basses are available for rental for a yearly rental $95.00. Violin students will have to provide their own instrument. Students will have the opportunity to participate in our annual out-of-state tour in the spring, but this is not required to be in orchestra. There will be extra activities outside of normal school hours such as concerts and festivals, but these will be minimal. Please contact Ms. Loveless with any questions.

BAND LEVEL III – PERCUSSION ENSEMBLE
This class is designed for all percussion players who wish to play in the Titan Band. There is some outside of class time required. There is a $35.00 fee and a $95.00 district rental fee payable at registration.

BAND LEVEL II – CONCERT BAND
This class is designed for incoming and new students at Syracuse High who play woodwind or brass instrument. Outside of class time is required. 

BAND LEVEL III JAZZ ENSEMBLE
TRYOUT FOR RHYTHM SECTION ONLY; MUST ENROLL IN CONCERT BAND AS WELL
The class emphasis is on jazz techniques. Instrumentation is limited to saxophones, trumpets, trombones, bass guitar, piano, jazz guitar, and drums. Piano, guitar, drums, and bass by audition only. It is recommended students be enrolled in either Concert or Symphonic Band or Percussion Ensemble to enroll in Jazz Ensemble, unless approved by director.

CHOIR
CHOIR LEVEL 1 WOMENS S/A
This course is open to all women. Students will gain experience in vocal technique, notational literacy, productive rehearsal habits, and performance of varied repertoire. In addition, students will also explore composition and improvisation, expand music listening skills, analyze and evaluate music and find personal historical and cultural connections through music. Performances and rehearsals outside of class time are required each term. Performance attire will include black skirts, black nylons and black shoes plus a white top.
CHOIR LEVEL I MENS CHOIR T/B
This course is open to all men. Students will gain Experience in vocal technique, notational literacy, productive rehearsal habits, and performance of varied repertoire. In addition, students will also explore composition and improvisation, expand music listening skills, analyze and evaluate music and find personal historical and cultural connections through music. Performances and rehearsals outside of class time are required each term. Performance attire will include black pants, white shirt, black shoes and socks, and the purchase of a choir tie.
DANCE
DANCE 1A
Prerequisite: Must have passed Fit for Life
This class is designed to give students an introduction to all forms of dance with an emphasis on ballet and modern. In addition, jazz and flexibility conditioning are part of the program.

DANCE 2A
Pre-requisite: Must have passed Fit for life, and beginning Dance 1A or teacher approval.
This course is a more advanced exploration of dance principles and skills. Emphasis is placed on technique and choreography.

THEATER

THEATRE LEVEL III
A class designed for the beginning actor. Emphasis will be on basic techniques of Vocal, Physical and Emotional Acting styles. Basic fundamentals of Play production introduced. Performance based class.

THEATRE LEVEL IV
This course is a continuation of ‘Beginning theatre’. Emphasis is on interacting with scene partners through communication and emotional connection. Play and character analysis introduced. Students must be willing to perform in front of peers and demonstrate an appreciation for all areas of theatre.


CAREER AND TECHNICAL EDUCATION 

AGRICULTURE

FLORICULTURE & GREENHOUSE MANAGEMENT
Students receive basic instruction in floriculture crop production and processing as well as greenhouse management practices. Labs include designing floral arrangements such as corsage, boutonniere, centerpiece, etc. Other hands-on-learning experiences involve working with bedding plants, testing soil, water, plant tissue, and propagation.


ANIMAL SCIENCE
This course exposes students to scientific principles of: genetics, anatomy & physiology, nutrition, disease, pest, and management practices of domestic animals. Learning takes place in the classroom and laboratory.

PLANT & SOIL SCIENCE
This course will allow students to develop knowledge and skills in a wide range of scientific principles, such as genetics, disease, pests, and management practices. Topic of study include: plant physiology, caring for plants, and crop production practices. Career opportunities and educational preparation are examined. Learning activities are varied with classroom and laboratory experiences.


BUSINESS

MARKETING I
Marketing provides the foundation necessary to gain a basic understanding of advertising, sales, packaging and labeling, and successful product branding.

TRAVEL AND TOURISM
Students will study the evolution of the tourism industry, destination geography, airlines, international travel, traveling by rail, car rentals, cruising, the hospitality industry, tours, meetings, and marketing and sales.

SPORTS AND ENTERTAINMENT MARKETING
Students will have the opportunity to learn how sports teams market and promote themselves and how a business uses sports to increase their profitability.

ACCOUNTING I
Accounting is one of the most sought-after backgrounds by employers. All career choices and jobs involve Accounting; therefore, this course is invaluable to students, no matter what their career goal is. This class will focus on how a business manages its funds through accounting systems.

ACCOUNTING II
Prerequisite: Accounting I
Financial records, financial statements, cash control, payroll, petty cash, depreciation and notes are emphasized during the second semester as students learn the accounting cycle for a merchandising business organized as a corporation. Computerized accounting will be used.

BUSINESS LAW
This semester course focuses on the legal aspects of contracts, crimes, civil offenses, trial procedures, regulations governing different types of business operations, warranties, marriage/divorce laws, and responsibilities as U.S. citizen.

DESKTOP PUBLISHING
Prerequisite: Computer Technology
This semester course develops the advanced competencies of creating, formatting, illustrating, designing, editing, revising, and printing professional publications such as newsletters, flyers, brochures, reports, graphics, advertising materials.


ECONOMICS
This course focuses on the study of economic problems and the methods by which societies solve them. Characteristics of the market economy of the United States, its function in the world, and methods of applying economics to one’s life will be explored.

TECHNICAL & ENGINEERING

INTRODUCTION TO INFORMATION TECHNOLOGY
Students will be introduced to interactive media, information support and services, network systems, database development, and programming and software development. 

DIGITAL GRAPHIC ARTS/DIGITAL MEDIA
Digital Media is the process of planning, instructional design, and development. Digital Media I is the first-year multimedia course where students will create interactive computer applications using the elements of text, graphics, animation, sound, video and digital imaging. Some of the software programs the students will learn are: Illustrator CS4, Photoshop CS4, Dreamweaver CS4, Flash CS4, SoundboothCS4 and PremierePro CS4.

EXPLORING COMPUTER SCIENCE
Students will be introduced to topics such as interface design, limits of computers, and societal and ethical issues. This course can satisfy the Computer Technology requirement for graduation.

DATABASE DEVELOPMENT
Students will learn relational database concepts and how data is stored in tables. Emphasis will be placed on how to create database object and how to interface with them using Oracle SQL.

ROBOTICS AND AUTOMATION 1 AND 2
Students will learn to design, build, program, and control robotic devices by applying science, technology, engineering, and math concepts.

INTRODUCTION TO ENGINEERING DESIGN
WSU Concurrent Enrollment is available. 
IED is an introductory course which develops student problem solving skills, with emphasis placed on the development of 3-D solid models. Students will work from sketching simple geometric shapes to applying a solid-modeling computer software package. They will learn a problem-solving design process and how it is used in industry to manufacture a product. The Computer-aided Design system (CAD) will also be used to analyze and evaluate the product design. Students will be exposed to the techniques learned and equipment used by engineers throughout the United States.

COMPUTER PROGRAMMING I AND 2(CE)
This is a beginning through intermediate course in computer programming. This course introduces students to the computer programming fundamentals of simple control and data structures, basic operating system commands, sequential files, arrays, recursive processes and the use of text files. Students will learn to design, code, and test their own programs. Strong Math skills are required and problem-solving skills will be stressed with students solving problems in the areas of Engineering, Science, Math and Business. This course can count as a 3rd year Math credit.
Prerequisite: Computer Prog IA
An introductory course in computer programming/software engineering and applications. The course introduces students to the fundamentals of computer programming. Students will learn to design, code, and test their own programs while applying mathematical concepts. Teachers introduce concepts and problem-solving skills to beginning students through the programming language Java. Students are introduced to more complex data structures and their uses, including sequential files, arrays, and classes.

FAMILY & CONSUMER SCIENCE

CHILD DEVELOPMENT
This course provides students with an understanding of the aspects of human growth and development. Parenting skills are developed as positive guidance techniques and child- related issues are studied. Attentions will focus on child development from conception to preschool age.

EARLY CHILDHOOD EDUCATION A
Prerequisite: Child Development
This course prepares individuals for child- related careers and/or more extensive parenting skills. Instruction is given regarding standards involved with childcare, employment skills needed to work with young children, developmentally appropriate practices (DAP) and curriculum design for young children.

CLOTHING I
Prerequisite: None
This course introduces students to basic sewing and pressing equipment, textiles, introductory level project construction techniques, and techniques for constructing edge finishes.

CLOTHING II
Prerequisite: Clothing I
This course introduces students to intermediate sewing and serging techniques, and reviews the types of fabric construction. Students will make intermediate level projects using correct construction techniques, and will be introduced to quilting techniques which will give them the opportunity to use the industrial quilting machine.

SPORTS SEWING
This course teaches students basic construction skills, but is specialized to concentrate on specific fabrics or projects such as outdoor clothing or sports clothing. The basic standards, objectives, and indicators as listed in Clothing I will be taught in this course.


FOODS AND NUTRITION I
This course is designed for students who are interested in understanding the principles of nutrition and in maintaining a healthy life style. Attention will be given  
to the selection and preparation of food for personal health. Food lab experiences will include the food groups from the food pyramid as well as the six basic nutrients.

FOODS AND NUTRITION II
This course is designed for students who are interested in understanding the principles of food preparation, safety, sanitation, management and consumerism used in the home and in the food industry. Nutrition principles and applications will be emphasized.

INTERIOR DESIGN I
This course enables students to explore their creativity in the field of interior design. Identification of the elements and principles of design are emphasized. Other topics included are floor plans, furniture arrangement, and kitchen design.

SKILLED TRADES

INTRODUCTION TO AUTO SERVICE
WSU Concurrent Enrollment credit is available.
This class will discuss the basic automotive systems and how they relate to one another. Topics will include: Shop Safety, automotive careers, tools and their usage, automotive math and measurements, vehicle maintenance and service, tire/wheels and basic electrical systems.

CONSTRUCTION TRADES
This course generally prepares individuals in the following areas: basic safety, construction vocabulary, introduction to blueprint reading, introduction to power tools, introduction to hand tools, and introduction to construction math. It includes an industry overview and what to expect when working on the job. It is designed to allow for a replica house building.

WOODWORKING
This class stresses the safe use of trade hand tools and machinery used in the production of millwork items. Furniture and cabinets are constructed and finished as part of this program.

WELDING 
This is a first-year welding course taught in conjunction with Davis Technology College. 

