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EXPECTATIONS 

RESEARCH EXPECTATIONS 

 

At least one research paper is to be written per year.  5th Grade Research Papers must: 

• Be 500 to 1,200 words long 

• Have 3-5 sources (correctly cited in MLA format with a complete bibliography) 

Further information about research parameters is available on the school website at this link. 

https://www.caislisbon.org/uploaded/Curriculum_links/English_and_SS/Research_Essay_Parameters_Grades_1
_through_10.pdf 

 

 

JMUN EXPECTATIONS 

 

5th Grade students attend the annual JMUN conference as members of the press. 

 

 

THEMES AND CONTENT 
 



 

 

The Performance Indicators (shown at the end of this Framework) are developed through the study of the 
Themes and Content below. 
 
A Land of Great Variety 
• Recognize that the United States has a diverse landscape, population, and resources and demonstrate an 

understanding of the different types of regions. 
 

Cultural Diversity and an American National Identity 

• Understand the concept of culture.  
• Understand the concept of a “good work ethic” and its value in shaping democracies past and present.  
• Identify and compare the cultural characteristics of different regions and people.  
• Describe the cultural diversity of the Colonial Era of the USA and explain its impact on the USA of the 21st 

century.  
• Give examples of cooperation and conflict between the Pilgrims and Native Americans (Thanksgiving, Small 

Pox, poison ivy, trade, etc.).  
 
Three Homelands - Indigenous Life in North America 
• Explain the impact of the Bering land bridge and how it came into existence.  
• Describe the diversity of Native American cultures.  
• Understand and compare components of a belief system (creed, code of behavior, rituals, community).  
• Describe the relationship of Native American cultures to their environments. 
• Describe changes in the division of labor from Native American hunter-gathering societies to farming 

communities to urban societies.  
 

Colonization - Movement of People and Ideas 
• Identify the major economic reasons the Europeans became interested in exploration.  
• Know that human understanding of physical geography can change, using the example of increased 

knowledge of Europeans during the Age of Discovery.  
• Describe the technological developments that made long distance voyages possible.  
• Compare the routes taken by European (Portuguese, Spanish, English, and French) explorers in their search 

for Asia.  
• Identify reasons for European colonization of America and the impact geography had on the choice of 

settlements for the Spanish, French, British, and Dutch colonists. 
• Explore the settlement and establishment of the 13 colonies, the Middle Colonies, and the Southern 

Colonies. 
• Explain the motives of the Pilgrims and other Puritan settlers in New England.  
 

The Struggle for Freedom, Equality and Social Justice 

• Understand how social systems (e.g., schools, media, religions, families) prescribe gender identities.  
• Define democracy, and compare democratic institutions of the Colonial Era of the USA with those of the 

modern world.  
• Identify and explain forms of government set up by English colonists (direct democracy, representative 

democracy).  
• Identify and describe means by which citizens can monitor and influence actions of their government.  

 
  



 

 

PERFORMANCE INDICATORS  
 

DEVELOPING QUESTIONS AND PLANNING INQUIRY 

 

Develop questions that can be answered by gathering, interpreting, and using evidence. DOK 3 E 
Recognize and use different forms of evidence including primary and secondary sources, such as art and 
photographs, artifacts, oral histories, maps, and graphs. DOK 2 E 
 
 
EVALUATING SOURCES AND USING EVIDENCE 

 

Gather and provide basic bibliographic information for information from multiple sources while using the origin, 
structure, and context to guide the selection. DOK 2 E 

Recognize that the perspective of the argument’s author shapes the selection of evidence used to support it. 

DOK 2 E 

Identify and explain creation and/or authorship, and purpose of evidence; where appropriate, identify point of 

view. DOK 1, 2 E 

 
 

COMMUNICATING CONCLUSIONS 

 

Construct arguments using claims and evidence from multiple sources. DOK 3 E 

Construct explanations using examples and details with relevant information and data. DOK 3 E 

Identify the key idea in an argument and supporting evidence provided. DOK 3 E 

Critique explanations by assessing the relevance of information and data. DOK 3 E 

 
 

APPLYING DISCIPLINARY CONCEPTS AND TOOLS  

 

HISTORY 

Create and use a chronological sequence of related events to compare developments that happened in a specific 
time period. DOK 3 
Apply the concepts of causality and correlation when discussing causes of key events. DOK 1 

Explain why individuals and groups during the same historical period differed in their perspectives. DOK 3 

 

CIVICS 

Compare and contrast major political systems. DOK 2 
Identify issues involving rights, roles and responsibilities of individuals in relation to broader society. DOK 1, 2 
Explain how policies are developed to address public problems. DOK 1, 2 
  

ECONOMICS 

Identify positive and negative incentives that influence the decisions people make. DOK 2 
Describe primary causes of world trade. DOK 2 
  



 

 

GEOGRAPHY 

Use maps, globes, and other geographic representations, tools, and technologies to acquire, process, and report 
information from a spatial perspective. DOK 2, 3 
Explain how cultural and environmental characteristics affect the distribution and movement of people, goods, 
and ideas. DOK 3 
Identify and describe how environments affect human activities and how human activities affect physical 
environments. DOK 2 
 

 


