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EXPECTATIONS 

The Foundations Program is for students who are working towards meeting the performance indicators for their 

grade and are also acquiring other skills. To be fairly assessed on the appropriate indicators, students will have 

an individualized plan denoting which skills they will be assessed on by the specialist teacher in conjunction with 

the ELA teacher. As language acquisition and skills improve, students will be assessed on more indicators until 

such time as they are fully mainstreamed. If a student is new to English, parents are informed of their child's 

progress according to the categories PASS and FAIL.   Students in the Foundations course who are not beginners 

in English will receive achievement levels based on appropriate work. Each student will receive a detailed 

narrative report highlighting individual progress and skills developed or developing. Reading and listening 

selections may be alternative or adapted texts or excerpts from texts listed in this document as appropriate. 



 

 

  

WRITING EXPECTATIONS  

Students will be expected to: 

• Write routinely over extended time frames and shorter time frames for a range of discipline-specific 

tasks, purposes, and audiences.  

• With guidance and support from peers and adults, develop and strengthen writing as needed by 

planning, revising, editing, rewriting, or trying a new approach.  

• With some guidance and support from adults, use technology, including the Internet, to produce and 

publish writing as well as to interact and collaborate with others; demonstrate sufficient command of 

keyboarding skills to type a minimum of two pages in a single sitting. 

 

 

LANGUAGE USAGE EXPECTATIONS 

 

To strengthen language skills, students are expected to complete grammar exercises, based on appropriate level 

on a daily basis. 

 

 

SPEAKING AND LISTENING EXPECTATIONS 

 

Students will be expected to: 

• Engage effectively in a range of collaborative discussions with diverse partners on grade 5 topics, 

building on others’ ideas and expressing their own clearly.   

• Include multimedia components and visual displays in presentations when appropriate to enhance the 

development of main ideas or themes. 

 

 

READING EXPECTATIONS 

 

By the end of the year students will be expected to: 

• Read and comprehend literature, including stories, dramas, and poetry, at  at an appropriate level 

independently and proficiently. 

• Read and comprehend informational texts, including history/social studies, science, and technical texts, 

at  an appropriate level independently and proficiently. 

 

IT EXPECTATIONS 

Students will be expected to use a variety of digital tools according to grade level expectations stated in CAISL’s 

IT Integration Scope and Sequence. 

See link below: 

https://www.caislisbon.org/uploaded/Curriculum_links/2019-

2020/IT_Skills_Scope_and_Sequence_by_Grade.pdf 

 



 

 

 

 

READING LIST 

WHOLE CLASS NOVELS  

 

•••• Otto and the Flying Twins, Haptie, Charlotte 

 

 

GUIDED READING/SHORT STORIES 

 

• Among the Hidden, Haddix, Margaret 

• The Homework Machine, Gutman, Dan 

• The House with a Clock in Its Walls, Bellairs, J. 

• Mr. Popper’s Penguin’s, Atwater, J. 

• Joey Pigza Swallowed the Key, Gantos, J. 

• Journey to the River Sea, Ibbotson, E. 

• Fuzzy Mud, Sachar, Louis  

• Tentacles, Smith, Roland 

• Franny K. Stein, Benton, Jim 

• BFG, Dahl, Roald 

•••• Saving Novaterra, Ivanoff, George 

•••• Wide Track Flat, Carr, Roger 

•••• Story Town, Harcourt 

 

HOOKED ON BOOKS 

• Charlie Bumpers vs. The Teacher of the Year, by Bill Harley 

 

POEMS READ AS PART OF THE CURRICULUM  

 

• Pizza the Size of the Sun, Prelutsky, Jack 

• Casey at the Bat, Thayer, E 

 

DRAMA/PLAYS   

 

•••• “The Invention Convention” - Storytown (Harcourt School Publishers) 

 

INFORMATIONAL TEXTS (USED IN ELA) 

• The Algonquins, David L. Dreier 

• The Amazing Undersea Food Web, Penny Atcheson and Elizabeth Fox 

• Body Art, Kira Freed 

• Dust Bowl Disaster, Brian Roberts 

• Early Moments in Rock Music History, Amy Weber 



 

 

• The Gettysburg Address, Jennifer McStotts 

• Grandpa Smoke Jumper, N. M. Ryan 

• The Hard Stuff! All About Bones, Lisa Trumbauer 

• The Internet, Ned Jensen 

• Invasion of the Pythons, Sean McCollum 

• Miguel and King Arthur, Lori Polydoros 

• Seeds of Revolution, Terry Miller Shannon and Annette Carruthers 

• Seeing the Evidence: Forensics Scientists at Work, Ron Fridell 

• The Story of Immigration, Robert Charles 

• What Makes You, You? Rachel Kamb 

• The Art of Photography, Jeffrey B. Fuerst 

• Battling for Independence, Terry Miller Shannon 

• Believe It or Not? Kathie Lester 

• The Bones of a King, Karen Mockler 

• The Case of the Disappearing Honey Bees, Karen Mockler 

• Escape from the Holocaust, Jennifer Dobner 

• The Haidas, David L. Dreier 

• The Life of Cesar Chavez, Terry L. Scott 

• Odysseus and the Bag of Winds, Troy Wolf 

• Prehistoric Giants, Alfred J. Smuskiewicz 

• Robin Wins the Sheriff’s Golden Arrow, Karina Barrentine 

• Ships of Discovery, William Houseman 

• Spoiled Sports, John Perritano 

 

 

PERFORMANCE INDICATORS  

 

READING LITERATURE 

 

Quote accurately from a text when explaining what the text says. DOK 1, 2, 3 E 

Determine a theme of a story, drama, or poem from details in the text, including how characters in a story or 

drama respond to challenges or how the speaker in a poem reflects upon a topic; summarize the text. DOK 2, 3 E 

Compare and contrast two or more characters, settings, or events in a story or drama, drawing on specific 

details in the text. DOK 2, 3 E 

Compare and contrast stories in the same genre on their approaches to similar themes and topics.  

DOK 1, 2 E 

 

READING INFORMATIONAL TEXT 

Quote accurately from a text when explaining what the text says explicitly and when drawing inferences from 

the text. DOK 1, 2, 3 E 

Determine two or more main ideas of a text and explain how they are supported by key details; summarize the 

text. DOK 2, 3 E 

Explain the relationships or interactions between two or more individuals, events, ideas, or concepts in a 

historical, scientific, or technical text based on specific information in the text. DOK 1, 2, 3  



 

 

Compare and contrast the overall structure of events, ideas, concepts, or information in two or more texts. DOK 

2, 3, 4 E 

Analyze multiple accounts of the same event or topic, noting important similarities and differences in the point 

of view they represent. DOK 2, 3, 4 E 

Draw on information from multiple print or digital sources, demonstrating the ability to locate an answer to a 

question or to solve a problem. DOK 1, 2, 3 E 

Explain how an author uses reasons and evidence to support particular points in a text, identifying which 

reasons and evidence support which points. DOK 2, 3, 4 E 

Integrate information from several texts on the same topic in order to write or speak about the subject 

knowledgeably. DOK 2, 3, 4 E 

 

READING FOUNDATIONAL SKILLS 

Know and apply grade-level phonics and word analysis skills in decoding words.  DOK1 E 

Read with sufficient accuracy and fluency to support comprehension. DOK 1, 2 E 

 

 

WRITING 

 

Write opinion pieces on topics or texts, supporting a point of view with reasons and information. DOK 3, 4 E 

Write informative/explanatory texts to examine a topic and convey ideas and information clearly. DOK 3, 4 E 

Write narratives to develop real or imagined experiences or events, descriptive details, and clear event 

sequences. DOK 3, 4 E 

Produce clear and coherent writing in which the development and organization are appropriate to task, purpose, 

and audience. DOK 3, 4 E 

Conduct short research projects that use several sources to build knowledge through investigation of different 

aspects of a topic. DOK 3, 4 E 

Recall relevant information from experiences or gather relevant information from print and digital sources; 

summarize or paraphrase information in notes and finished work, and provide a list of sources. DOK 1, 2 E 

Draw evidence from literary or informational texts to support analysis, reflection, and research. DOK 2, 3 E 

 

 

SPEAKING AND LISTENING 

 

Summarize a written text read aloud or information presented in diverse media and formats, including visually, 

quantitatively, and orally. DOK 2, 3 

Summarize the points a speaker makes and explain how each claim is supported by reasons and evidence. DOK 

2, 3 

Report on a topic or text or present an opinion, sequencing ideas logically and using appropriate facts and 

relevant, descriptive details to support main ideas or themes; speak clearly at an understandable pace. DOK 1, 2, 

3 E 

Adapt speech to a variety of contexts and tasks, using formal English when appropriate to task and situation. 

DOK 1, 2 

 

 

LANGUAGE 

 

Demonstrate acquisition of the conventions of standard English grammar and usage when writing or speaking.  

DOK 1, 2 E 



 

 

Demonstrate acquisition of the conventions of standard English capitalization, punctuation, and spelling when 

writing.  DOK 1 E 

Determine or clarify the meaning of unknown and multiple-meaning words and phrases based on reading and 

content, choosing flexibly from a range of strategies.  DOK 1, 2, 3 

Demonstrate understanding of figurative language and word relationships.  DOK 1, 2, 3 

Acquire and use accurately grade-appropriate general academic and domain-specific words and phrases, 

including those that signal contrast, addition, and other logical relationships. DOK 1, 2 

 


