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GRADE 1 FOUNDATIONS OF ENGLISH FRAMEWORK 

Contents 

EXPECTATIONS ..................................................................................................................................................... 1 

WRITING EXPECTATIONS .................................................................................................................................. 2 

LANGUAGE USAGE EXPECTATIONS ................................................................................................................... 2 

SPEAKING AND LISTENING EXPECTATIONS ....................................................................................................... 2 

READING EXPECTATIONS .................................................................................................................................. 2 

IT EXPECTATIONS ............................................................................................................................................. 2 

READING LIST ....................................................................................................................................................... 2 

WHOLE CLASS NOVELS ..................................................................................................................................... 2 

LIT CIRCLE BOOKS ............................................................................................................................................. 3 

SHORT STORIES ................................................................................................................................................ 3 

HOOKED ON BOOKS ......................................................................................................................................... 3 

POEMS READ AS PART OF THE CURRICULUM ................................................................................................... 3 

DRAMA/PLAYS ................................................................................................................................................. 4 

INFORMATIONAL TEXTS (USED IN ELA) ............................................................................................................. 4 

PERFORMANCE INDICATORS ................................................................................................................................ 4 

READING LITERATURE ...................................................................................................................................... 4 

READING INFORMATIONAL TEXT ...................................................................................................................... 4 

READING FOUNDATIONAL SKILLS ..................................................................................................................... 5 

WRITING .......................................................................................................................................................... 5 

SPEAKING AND LISTENING ................................................................................................................................ 5 

LANGUAGE ....................................................................................................................................................... 5 

 

EXPECTATIONS 

The Foundations Program is for students who are working towards meeting the performance indicators for their 

grade and are also acquiring other skills. To be fairly assessed on the appropriate indicators, students will have 

an individualized plan denoting which skills they will be assessed on by the specialist teacher in conjunction with 

the ELA teacher. As language acquisition and skills improve, students will be assessed on more indicators until 

such time as they are fully mainstreamed. If a student is new to English, parents are informed of their child's 

progress according to the categories PASS and FAIL.   Students in the Foundations course who are not beginners 
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in English will receive achievement levels based on appropriate work. Each student will receive a detailed 

narrative report highlighting individual progress and skills developed or developing. Reading and listening 

selections may be alternative or adapted texts or excerpts from texts listed in this document as appropriate. 

  

WRITING EXPECTATIONS  

Students will be expected to: 

• Participate in shared research and writing projects 

• With guidance and support from adults, focus on a topic, respond to questions and suggestions from 

peers, and add details to strengthen writing as needed.  

• With guidance and support from adults, use a variety of digital tools to produce and publish writing, 

including in collaboration with peers.  

• With guidance and support from adults, recall information from experiences or gather information from 

provided sources to answer a question.  

 

LANGUAGE USAGE EXPECTATIONS 

 

To strengthen language skills, students are expected to complete grammar exercises, based on level content, on 

a daily basis. 

 

 

SPEAKING AND LISTENING EXPECTATIONS 

 

Students will be expected to: 

• Participate in collaborative conversations with diverse partners about grade 1 topics and texts with 

peers and adults in small and larger groups  

• Add drawings or other visual displays to descriptions when appropriate to clarify ideas, thoughts, and 

feelings. 

 

 

READING EXPECTATIONS 

 

By the end of the year students will be expected to: 

• With prompting and support, read prose and poetry of appropriate complexity. 

• With prompting and support, read informational texts appropriately complex  

 

IT EXPECTATIONS 

Students will be expected to use a variety of digital tools according to grade level expectations stated in CAISL’s 

IT Integration Scope and Sequence. 

See link below: 

https://www.caislisbon.org/uploaded/Curriculum_links/2019-

2020/IT_Skills_Scope_and_Sequence_by_Grade.pdf 

 

READING LIST 

WHOLE CLASS NOVELS  

 

• Magic Tree House by Mary Pope (Teachers read to the students) 
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o Midnight on the Moon 

o Polar Bears Past Bedtime 

o Afternoon on the Amazon 

 

LIT CIRCLE BOOKS 

•••• Scott Foresman FOCUS- Reading for Success (Work and Play, Friends, Colors, and Prizes),  

•••• Scott Foresman Reading (levels 1.2 to 1.6. Some will read level 2.1),  

•••• Scott Foresman- A different series (Outside My Window, Story Clouds, Under the Moon), DRA 8 

to 18 (First Grade Level), DRA 18 to 24 (High Achievers),  

•••• Martin Bridge by Jessica Scott,  

•••• Horrid Henry books by Francesca Simon,  

•••• Horrible Harry books by Suzy Kline 

 

SHORT STORIES 

•••• Biscuit collection (Biscuit Goes to School, Biscuit Visits the Big City) by Alyssa Satin Capucilli,  

•••• First Day of School by Judy Nayer,  

•••• Clifford´s Class Trip by Norman Bridwell,  

•••• If You Take a Mouse to School by Laura Numeroff 

•••• How Do Dinosaurs Go to School? by Jane Yolen and Mark Teague,  

•••• The Magic School Bus collection by Quain B. Lee,  

•••• Franklin Collection by Paulette Bourgeois,  

•••• Rainbow Fish collection by Marcus Pfister 

 

HOOKED ON BOOKS 

•••• Henry and Mudge Series – Cynthia Rylant 

 

POEMS READ AS PART OF THE CURRICULUM  

 

• Poems for Shared Reading by Sharpe, Karen 

• Perfect Poems for Teaching Phonics by Ellemeyer, Deborah 

• Poems of the Week by Fleming, Maria 

• Reading for Every Child Fluency, Lori De Goede (Five Senses Poem, Cinquain Poem, Pyramid 

Poem, Two-Word Poem) 

• Scott Foresman (Prizes) – Frog by N. M. Bodecker, (Friends) – My Dog by Marchette Chute, 

(Colors) – Yellow by David McCord, (Let´s Learn Together) – Puppy by Lee Bennett Hopkins, 

Books Books Books by Kay Winters, (Favorite Things Old and New) – Four Generations by Mary 

Ann Hoberman, (Take Me There) - Something Big Has Been Here by Jack Prelutsky, 

Unfortunately by Bobbi Katz, Kittens by Myra Cohn Livingston, (Surprise Me!) – Surco/ Field Row 

by Alma Flor Ada, Sunflakes by Frank Asch (Outside My Window) – A House Is a House for Me by 

Mary Hoberman, Who Has Seen the Wind? by Christina Rossetti, Look Now My Friend by Caron 
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Lee Cohen, (Story Clouds) – Jump or Jiggle by Evelyn Beyer, The Little Land by Robert Louis 

Stevenson, When Do Bugs Play? By Nancy Ross Ryan, (Under the Moon) – Night Comes by 

Beatrice Schenk de Regniers, from Abigail´s Fingers by Mary O´Neil, from Getting Ready by 

Aileen Fisher, Reading by Marchette Chute 

 

DRAMA/PLAYS   

 

•••• Scott Foresman: Outside My Window – A box for Mr. Lee by Liane Onish 

•••• Scott Foresman: Under the Moon – The Golden Goose by Mary Shutter 

•••• Scott Foresman: Surprise Me! – Do You Live in a Nest? By Carmen Tafolla 

•••• Scott Foresman: Story Clouds – A Fine Day for Fran by Caron Lee Cohen 

••••  

INFORMATIONAL TEXTS (USED IN ELA) 

•••• Planets by Adamson, Thomas - Exploring the Galaxy Series by James, Lincoln - Different Animal 

books, Learning About the Earth Series 

•••• Mother Teresa - A Life of Caring by Nelson, Robinson - Mother Teresa by Schaefer, Lola-  Martin 

Luther King, Jr. Very First Biographies, Martin Luther King Jr. Easy Reader Biographies, Mohandas 

Gandhi, A Life of Integrity by Rivera, Sheila - Different Regions Books, , People in My Community 

(Weekly Reader Collection) 

 

PERFORMANCE INDICATORS  

 

READING LITERATURE 

 

Ask and answer questions about key details in a text. DOK 1, 2 E 

Retell stories, including key details, and demonstrate understanding of their central message or lesson. 

DOK 1, 2 E 

Describe characters, settings, and major events in a story, using key details. DOK 1 E 

Identify words and phrases in stories or poems that suggest feelings or appeal to the senses. DOK 1, 2 E 

Explain major differences between books that tell stories and books that give information, drawing on a wide 

reading of a range of text types. DOK 2, 3 E 

Identify who is telling the story at various points in a text. DOK 2 E 

Use illustrations and details in a story to describe its characters, setting, or events. DOK 2 E 

Compare and contrast the adventures and experiences of characters in stories. DOK 2 E 

 

READING INFORMATIONAL TEXT 

Identify the main topic and retell key details of a text. DOK 1 E 

Describe the connection between two individuals, events, ideas, or pieces of information in a text.  

DOK 2 E 

Know and use various text features to locate key facts or information in a text. DOK 1 E 

Distinguish between information provided by pictures or other illustrations and information provided by the 

words in a text. DOK 2 E 

Use the illustrations and details in a text to describe its key ideas. DOK 2 E 
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Identify the reasons an author gives to support points in a text. DOK 2 E 

Identify basic similarities in and differences between two texts on the same topic. DOK 3 E 

 

READING FOUNDATIONAL SKILLS 

Demonstrate understanding of the organization and basic features of print. DOK 1 E 

Demonstrate understanding of spoken words, syllables, and sounds. DOK 1 E 

Know and apply grade-level phonics and word analysis skills in decoding words. DOK 1 E 

Read with sufficient accuracy and fluency to support comprehension. DOK 1 E 

 

 

WRITING 

 

Write opinion pieces in which they introduce the topic or name the book they are writing about, state an 

opinion, supply a reason for the opinion, and provide some sense of closure. DOK 2 E 

Write informative/explanatory texts in which they name a topic, supply some facts about the topic, and provide 

some sense of closure. DOK 2 E 

Write narratives in which they recount two or more appropriately sequenced events, include some details 

regarding what happened, use temporal words to signal event order, and provide some sense of closure. DOK 2, 

3 E 

 

 

SPEAKING AND LISTENING 

 

Ask and answer questions about key details in a text read aloud or information presented orally or through other 

media. DOK 1, 2 

Ask and answer questions about what a speaker says in order to gather additional information or clarify 

something that is not understood. DOK 1, 2 

Describe people, places, things, and events with relevant details, expressing ideas and feelings clearly. 

DOK 1, 2 E 

Produce complete sentences when appropriate to task and situation. DOK 1 

 

 

LANGUAGE 

 

Demonstrate acquisition of the conventions of standard English grammar and usage when writing or speaking. 

DOK 1 E 

Demonstrate acquisition of the conventions of standard English capitalization, punctuation, and spelling when 

writing. DOK 1 E 

Determine or clarify the meaning of unknown and multiple-meaning words and phrases based on grade 1 

reading and content, choosing flexibly from an array of strategies. DOK 2 

With guidance and support from adults, demonstrate understanding of word relationships.  DOK 2  

Use words and phrases acquired through conversations, reading and being read to, and responding to texts, 

including using frequently occurring conjunctions to signal simple relationships. DOK 1, 2 

 


