Activity Ideas

Category A 

Activity 1 - Recycling  

· TerraCycle http://www.terracycle.com/en-US - 45+ different items you can get paid to recycle.

· Cartridges for Kids http://www.cartridgesforkids.com/index.html  electronic related items 
· Cell Phone for Soldiers http://www.cellphonesforsoldiers.com 
· Recycling Styrofoam - http://www.dartcontainer.com 

· Florescent light and electronic reclcyling http://cleanlites.com 

Activity 2 - Composting 


Vermicomposting – compost in your classroom with a worm bin www.wormwoman.com 
Activity 3 – Waste Free Lunch super heroes; competition between classes;  http://www.wastefreelunches.org/what-is-a-waste-free-lunch-program.html ; 
Category B 
Activity 1 – 
· Designing testing and racing solar Lego cars (Lego e-lab) – compete with another school.
· National Energy Education Development Porject http://www.need.org 
Activity 3 – 
· All small appliances have also been eliminated from classrooms
· “Turn Off The Lights” stickers

· “Lights Out for Learning,” Classrooms worked with natural light each Friday and were encouraged to reduce their lighting use throughout the week (using all natural light or one row of lights instead of three). This resulted in a 10% average monthly energy reduction.
Activity 4 – Visit local farms to learn about purchasing locally grown produce.

Activity 5 – 
· check tire pressures in the school parking lot or field trip to the bus yard.  Low tire pressure makes for low fuel efficiency.

· Anti Idling Primer http://www.thehcf.org/antiidlingprimer.html 

Activity 6 – Solar ovens cook outs (pizza box, Pringles can)

Category C 

Activity 1 –

· Michigan Watershed model

· Rouge Education Project through Friends of the Rouge http://www.therouge.org 
· Rain barrels

· Friends of the Rouge - River Day events
Activity 2 – www.invasivespeciesinfo.gov/resources/educk12.shtml 

Activity 3 – Gardens


Schoolyard Michigan Native Plant Gardens

Vegetable gardens – use veggies in the school lunches

School Yard Habitat certification through National Wildlife Federation

Partner with a Master Gardener

Activity 4 – Must be outdoor

· http://www.monarchwatch.org/waystations 

Category D

Activity 1 – 
· Adopt a Beach http://www.greatlakes.org/ ; 
· Adopt a Sturgeon http://www.stclairsturgeon.org/page-index.html 
· Donate to Friends of the Rouge to help protect the endanged species in the Rouge River Watershed

· Salmon in the Classroom project https://www.michigan.gov/dnr/0,4570,7-153-10369_50075---,00.html 
Activity 2 – speaker, event, fieldtrip

· sponsor an Electronic Waste recycling event
· Invite a bee expert to the school to teach all about bees. Children will learn to respect bees and the important work they do and ways to stay safe around them.
· Guy Louis http://www.guylouis.com/home-musical-school-assemblies-family-concerts-with-guy-louis.html 

· Renewable Energy Mobile Classroom http://www.greatlakesenergyservice.org 

· Great Lakes Recycling tour http://go-glr.com/tours-education 
Activity 3 – Learn the calls of the Frogs and Toads of Michigan http://therouge.org/index.php?id=687626 

Activity 4 – American Recycles Day http://americarecyclesday.org 
Activity 8 – How big is your ecological footprint http://myfootprint.org 
Category E

· REDUCING - Students removing teacher’s names from mailing list of the numerous catalogs they receive.

· Bring your own mug – get rid of the paper/Styrofoam cups (teachers lounge)

· Symbolic Monarch Butterfly Migration project http://www.nemiglsi.org/projectlocs.asp?ogt=pv&pid=59 

· Water Bottle Wednesday – Bring reusable water bottles to use instead of disposable.

· Beautiful Trash Museum – building sculptures from home recycle bins.

· Trashion Show -  Students make clothes from recycled and reusable items and put on a show.

· Building a “Michigan Awareness” area in the schoolyard

· Homemade “Green” Laundry detergent. – Sell back to families.
Miscellaneous Information and Ideas
· Lowes Toolbox  for Education Program
· thinkgreen.com  Waste Management’s education information.
· DTE Energy
· NOAA Great Lakes BWET Our Rivers Our Future http://www.nemiglsi.org/projectlocs.asp?ogt=pv&pid=59 
· U of M Dearborn EIC fieldtrip
· http://www.greatlakes.org/ 

· Carlson High Schools World Wetlands Day event http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=l_59AfKcJJI
· http://www.exchangecity.org in Taylor City Hall
· Earthworks in Taylor

· Get paper grocery bags from a grocery store, decorate with Earth Friendly/Green slogans and art work, and return to the store for their use.

· Bottle Cap project

· A World In Motion http://www.awim.org 

· Michigan Sea Grant http://www.miseagrant.umich.edu
· http://www.epa.gov/recyclecity 
· Cranbrook Institute http://science.cranbrook.edu 
· Eco Size Me a Michigan-based company dedicated to environmental education. http://www.ecosizeme.com 

	
	
	
	
	
	


What Not To Do
Category A 

Recycling  - .5 points for only the items listed plus the 2 “others” .  Max 6 points for this activity.  Must complete another activity in this category.
Activity 4 - Locally does not mean a local distributer, it means a local farm or locally grown.
Category B 

Activity 3 – 
Activity 6 – 

Category C 

Activity 1 – 

Activity 2 – 

Activity 3 – marigolds, tulips, roses around the school do not count.
Activity 4 – Must be outdoor habitat

Category D

Activity 1

Activity 2 – 

Category E
Misc

Activities are counted only once, example Earth Day.

Do not use any other application form.

Activities only in the current academic year.
