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THAYER ACADEMY

745 Washington Street

Braintree, Massachusetts 02184

(781) 843-3580
Senior Independent Study Project
Information for Prospective Site Supervisors


As their final requirement for graduation, Thayer Academy seniors spend four weeks in May for an off-campus internship. They are encouraged to identify an interest they wish to pursue in depth, and with the help of their parents, teachers, and other contacts, will find a site where they can volunteer their time, make a meaningful contribution, and gain in the process some valuable, practical experience.  Thayer’s goal for this Project is to provide seniors with an opportunity to design and take charge of a significant step in their own educational experience before moving on to college.  


This program gives students a chance to investigate potential careers, to do research in a special area of interest, or to offer a service to the community.  In the past our senior have volunteered in hospitals, the Red Cross, law firms, courthouses, the New England Aquarium, veterinary practices, museums, and homeless shelters.  While most students choose a local site and return to campus in the afternoon for sports, each year Thayer offers a number of international  travel opportunities as well.  Students have studied Marine Biology in the Galapagos Islands, and visited our French Sister School, Stanislas, in Cannes.  A senior’s Project may combine more than one topic/site.


The Project will ideally result field placements that offer real opportunities for mutual benefit; that is, placements in which our seniors can be of real service and make active contributions to their host setting while at the same time receiving valuable exposure, instruction and opportunity for their own challenge and enrichment.  Therefore, we ask that you take on one of our students only if that student can be of valuable service to you, and only if your agency can provide that student with significant responsibilities and real opportunities for learning.


There is an Academic Component to the Project.  Seniors are required to read the equivalent of one relevant book (200-300 pages) to prepare them for the field experience. In some cases, site supervisors may want to specify suitable articles, journals, text book chapters in lieu of a single book.  In addition, seniors will be encouraged to keep a simple journal about their experiences and reflections.  The project will culminate with a final paper which draws on their site experience, journal entries and reading and summarizes what they have both gained and contributed through this project.  


The Project runs from Monday, May 4-May 29th.  Seniors are required to spend 25 hours per week (i.e. the equivalent of their normal academic week) at their site.  How and when these hours are apportioned will vary from site to site.   Seniors are not permitted to receive payment for their volunteer service.  


Seniors will receive a “grade” of Honors, Credit, or No Credit at the end of their Project.  To help us make that determination, we ask that Supervisors complete an Evaluation Report with a brief checklist and a few comments after the second and fourth weeks so that we may consider your input.   

Denise P. King

Senior Project Coordinator

dking@thayer.org
781-664-2316


