
Child Find
Individuals with Disabilities Education Act (IDEA) and Exceptional Children Education ACT (ECEA) mandate that local school districts evaluate and identify children ages 0 to 21 suspected of having a disability, which would make them eligible for special education services. Widefield School District provides year-round Child Find services for children ages 0 to 5 and directly serves children ages 3 to 21.
To refer a child 0 to 5 years old for an evaluation, call the central intake number, 391-3375. The free evaluation will provide you with information about your child’s ability to talk, play, learn, move, see, hear, or interact with others. If your child is age 0 to 2 and is identified as having a delay in one of these areas, your child and family are eligible for service coordination. This includes an Individual Family Service Plan (IFSP), resources and support. If your child is age 3 to 5 and is identified as having a delay, your child is eligible for free preschool services, which will address your child’s needs in an educational setting. An Individual Educational Plan (IEP) will be developed for your child through a staffing process, which includes parents and staff. A child age 5 to 21 is eligible for an evaluation and services by requesting assistance through your neighborhood school counseling office. For more information, call our Child Find Coordinator at 391-3378.
