Northpoint Elementary PTO – January 7, 2018 Meeting Minutes

Welcome 
by Andy Keumpel (PTO Co-President) at 6:30 in Media Center (Co-President Jami Peterson in open gym with kids!). 
PTO Meeting Agenda handout and Budget handout (see below)

Introductions
PTO Board introductions, School Board Representative Amy Hennen, Principal Judi Kahoun, GT/STEM Specialist Kevin Koch, Teacher liaison Tammy Saladis, Teacher liaison Kari Walton, approximately 10 other parents

Presentations
· Dr. Kevin Koch, GT and STEM specialist – Gifted/Talented Presentation (FULL PRESENTATION SLIDES INCLUDED BELOW)
· Bright child vs Gifted learner 
· Service levels (ALL students have strengths, not all students are GIFTED.)
· Enrichment services
· Explorer Program at Northpoint, K-2 (not technically a gifted program) 
· Principal Kahoun adds that because many students were flagged as a good fit for Explorer program, staff will embed similar experiences in classroom instead of just pulling some students out.
· Dr. Koch adds that STEM instruction is a great example of this type of learning being in the classroom
· Misc. Support – math group, push-in, teacher coaching, co-designing
· Principal Kahoun adds that these math groups might be short term, and these math groups are different than GT math enrichment groups like below
· Principal Kahoun also adds that Dr. Koch does professional training and equips teachers to work gifted instruction into classroom, as well as STEM experiences.
· Math groups
· [bookmark: _GoBack]Principal Kahoun adds that work is being done at the district level to review math grouping practices.  She is part of this group whose work includes looking into evidence-based research and neighboring school district practices.
· GT identification
· Lighthouse – GT school with focus on self-directed learning
· Follow up comments and questions
· Principal Kahoun comments that she will strive to continually improve communication about the Explorer program, include that being part of this program does not mean GT identification.  She noted that it is good to have more opportunities for parents to ask and be informed on the front end. 
· Parent question regarding communication and 3rd grade assessment. Principal Kahoun shared that some communication is broad for all students, and some is in response to parent questions or about individual situations. Dr. Koch adds that communication is sent home if student is going to be screened for GT, using cogAT testing, based on test scores and teacher feedback. Results are sent home, whether or not they qualify for GT services. What was learned about strengths, opportunities for growth, etc. is shared with student’s teacher. 
· Carrie Walton asks question about GT – are the terms and services for “gifted” and “talented” always linked or sometimes separate? Dr. Koch answers that Gifted and Talented is a single program, together, across the district. 
· Parent question - are parents and teacher filled in on what’s happening in Explorer program and GT services? Principal Kahoun reminds parents that there is lots of info regarding GT on the website, but there is still a need to overcommunicate. Dr. Koch adds that he does share with the teachers what projects are being worked on in the pull-out groups, like Explorer. With short term groups like math league, lots of team work with teacher and feedback on which students and what targets.
· Parent question regarding 4th grade math – are there both 1 and 2 year ahead opportunities at Northpoint? Dr. Koch answers that 1 and 2 year ahead math is currently together at Northpoint, and they haven’t made decisions for next year. Qualification for this program is criteria based, not dependent on a predetermined number of spots.
· School Board Representative Amy Wheaton comments that learning becomes more personal and students get more choice on classes in older grades.

· Principal Judi Kahoun presentation
· Northpoint update
· Continuing focus on CARES – students get to wear an ambassador sash if showing CARES, as well as CARES certificates
· Movie night on January 25! Student Council planned awesome fundraiser to benefit needy district families – coins drive and dress-up days during week of Movie Night, and money donations at Movie Night 
· Thank you for donations for power hour, we have enough for now.
· Reading! (brief so as not to go too long at the meeting)
· End of unit assessments being used in place of end of trimester assessments
· Teachers use Houghton Mifflin basal reader to teach grade level comprehension. It is new to be using this with more fidelity and to develop common language across grades and schools. There will be 6 units across the school year, when fully implemented.

· Teacher liaisons Kari Walton and Tammy Saladis
· All students staying in classroom instead of going to gym for end of day dismissal

· School Board Representative Amy Hennen
· K-12 math presentation at tomorrow night’s School Board meeting (check out online! 
https://www.springlakeparkschools.org/discover/school-board/meetings-and-agendas

· PTO Update – Volunteer Opportunities! 
· Movie night is Friday Jan 25 – still looking for volunteers 
· Conference meals will also be looking for volunteers (Feb 15, 19, 21)
· Spring Usborne book fair – looking for chair
· Spring carnival – April 12 
· chaired by Heidi Sass, looking for 10 people team, 2 on 5 areas- food, prizes/games, general activities, wristbands, crazy hair

Additional comments:
· Principal Kahoun appreciates support of teachers, parents and students, and gives a big thanks everyone!
· Question on learner profiles – are they still in use and do parents have access? Yes, and yes in 4th grade


**Next meeting is February 11! Principal Kahoun and Colleen Peterson will present about school safety.
(No meeting in March)


**Check out twitter! Use and search hashtags #SLPPantherProud #NPPride
https://twitter.com/judikahoun 
https://twitter.com/slp_schools/lists/northpoint-elementary



Minutes submitted by Allie Owen, co-secretary and posted online at 
https://www.springlakeparkschools.org/northpoint-elementary-school/discover-northpoint/pto/meeting-minutes
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SPRING LAKE PARK SCHOOLS I High expectations. High achievement for all. No excuses. 



• EXPLORE at Northpoint, Gr. K-2
• Access to resources and experiences that nurture their high potential
• Affirmation of their potential to develop their self-confidence and 



academic propensity
• Advocacy to ensure their potential is recognized and further developed



• Misc. Support (IE math group, push-in, teacher coaching, co-
designing)
• Math groups in gr. 3-4
• GT Identification
• Light House



Enrichment Services
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As of 1/07/2019 .
Budgeted August 2018 Actual YTD  __ Difference

Income Activities nses Income

Fall Fundraiser 10,000.00 15,352.28
Less Fall Fundraiser Expenses 2,000.00
Total Fall Fundraiser

8,000.00 13,344.51 y

Book Fair

Less Book Fair Expenses
Total Book Fair

Fall Party 500.00 677.50 177.50
Less Fall Party Expenses 1,000.00 1,24543
Total Fall Pai

Winter Movie Night
Less Movie Night Expenses
Total Movie Night

Spring Carnival
Less Spring Camival Expenses 4,000.00
Total Spring Carnival

T-Shirts = 0 5
Miscellaneous - = =

Total Income $  7,500.00 $ 13,192.26 5,692.26

Sunshine Gifts
Volunteers
Total Appreciation

Parent/Student Activities
Meet Your Teacher
Total Parent/Student Activities

Student Support
Field Trip Buses
All School Activity
Take Home Folders
Power Hour
Track and Field Day
Treats for Testing
Graduation
Mileage Club

Principal Special Projects
Assemblies
Wednesday Volunteers

‘Computer Supplies(ink)

Sam's Club Membership 4500
Filing Fees/Start-up Costs _25.00
NSF Check Charge : 5000 : S (50.00)
OfficeSupplles '~ (TR T TR o0l 8 U8 TR T R (25.00)

Net Income (Loss) e '
Prior Year Cash Balance | [ 2121635 ]

Budgeted Remaining Cash Balance g o 9,026.35
Current Year Cash Balance

Minimum Balance
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