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2019-2020 INNOVATION GRANT APPLICATION GUIDELINES

The Mesquite ISD Education Foundation is pleased to offer funding for innovative programs and initiatives in the following grant categories for the 2019-2020 school year:

	SMALL INNOVATION GRANTS - $90,000 Budgeted
$90,000 is budgeted to fund “Small Innovation Grants” for the 2019/2020 school year. Campuses are eligible to receive a maximum of $3.00 per student enrolled, or no less than $1,500. Enrollment is based on the PEIMS “snapshot” date. Campuses may submit multiple applications.


	LARGE INNOVATION GRANTS - $170,000 Budgeted

$170,000 is budgeted for “Large Innovation Grants” for the 2019/2020 school year. There is no limit to the number of grants a campus may submit. Grants must be a minimum of $10,000 and no more than $20,000.


Submission DeadlineS & Procedures
Deadlines:

Grant Application, Technology & Facility Approval Forms due on Friday, February 15 (by midnight).
Once submitted changes may not be made!!
Submission Procedures: After finalizing your grant application and receiving appropriate approval from your Principal, please follow these steps to submit your grant application.
Grant Application must be submitted electronically!
· Create a folder in Google Drive using your first and last name - campus name.
· In the folder, upload only the following files:

· Completed 2019-20 Innovation Grant Application.
· Completed Technology Approval Form and/or Facility Approval Form (if applicable)
· Do not upload documents until final. Once submitted changes may not be made!
· Share the entire folder with Randy Lewallyn (hlewallyn@mesquiteisd.org)
· Contact Randy Lewallyn if you have any questions or concerns: hlewallyn@mesquiteisd.org / 972.882.7513
GRANT TIMELINE 
· November 2018

Grant Guidelines and Application Released

· Dec 11 & 13, 2018

Grant Workshops (4:15 – 5:00 PM) – PDC Room 215
· February 15, 2019

Grant Application, Technology & Facility Approval Form Deadline (by midnight)
· March


District Administration Team scores grants anonymously.
· March – April

Foundation Programs Committee meets to draft grant funding recommendation.
· May


Grants awarded
· May 20


Grant Evaluations due from previous year’s (2018-19) grant recipients
· July 2019


Unused grant funds returned to the Education Foundation 

· August 1, 2019

Funds made available for purchasing supplies to implement grant

General Eligibility rEQUIREMENTS
· Proposals are limited to Mesquite ISD campuses.  
· Programs submitted for funding must address a need, challenges, and concerns unique to their campus. 
· Programs may be experimental but must be innovative, imaginative and originative.
· All grants will be vetted by the Mesquite ISD administrative team. If the Grant request includes any technology or facility components, it must be approved by the appropriate department.
· Once a program is funded on a specific campus, it is not eligible to receive funding after 2 consecutive years.
· Athletic extracurricular activities are not eligible to receive Innovation Grants.
· The proposal is appropriate for submission only if the following questions can be answered in the affirmative:

· Is the proposal congruent with the District’s Strategic Plan and Campus Improvement Plan?

· Will the proposal improve student learning?

· Does the application directly or indirectly affect students?

· Can the grant be completed in the timeframe allowed?

· Are the objectives measurable?

· The Education Foundation is seeking programs creating classroom learning environments that:

· Provide high-impact learning that emphasizes personalization, choice, and flexibility for student learning.

· Have been designed as prototypes to measure outcomes of proposed learning innovations.

· Acknowledge and allow for learning differentiation and/or project-based learning.

· Encourage the acquisition of 21st Century “soft skills” needed for our current and future workforce.

· Create time for student curiosity and purposeful play.

· Foster entrepreneurialism and/or sharing of student-produced work to world-wide audiences.

SCORING PROCEDURE
STEP 1: Applications from both grant categories will be scored by members of Dr. Vroonland’s Leadership Cabinet. Scorers will give each application a YES, NO or Maybe score based on the Scoring Criteria. Applications will be number-coded rather than identified by campus name to ensure they are scored anonymously. Any specific reference to campus name should be limited to the application cover page. Applications not following these instructions may be penalized.
STEP 2: After being scored, Grant Applications will be reviewed by the Mesquite ISD Education Foundation Programs Committee, consisting of Education Foundation Board Members. The Programs Committee will meet to discuss the grants and ultimately make a funding recommendation.
· Grants will be funded until the budgeted amount has been expended in each category.
· Any unused funds may be re-allocated to fund other Mesquite ISD Education Foundation grant categories.
The Grant Applicant(s) will be notified of application approval status in May, 2019.
Initiative Funding - Funds for the approved projects will be available in August prior to the fall semester in which the projects are to be implemented.  Funds for each grant will be deposited into a designated account through the business office. Recipients must adhere to all Mesquite ISD budgetary policies and procedures. All purchases must be made from a District-approved vendor. Items purchased with grant funds become the property of the District, not the individual(s).  Grants may cover travel or honorariums.  Any unspent funds will revert to the Mesquite ISD Education Foundation at the conclusion of the school year. Items which will not be funded by the Mesquite ISD Education Foundation include non-school related door prizes, as well as cash, checks, gift cards, and gift certificates, as these are considered taxable income and violate IRS individual benefit restrictions.  
Grant Evaluation
A summary evaluation of the project with expenditure receipt copies is due no later than 10 days prior to the last day of school. See timeline.
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