The College Interview

Why do Colleges Admission Offices offer personal interviews?
· Puts a “Face” on an application

· Allows you to elaborate on your skills and accomplishments. 

· Opportunity for you to explain any discrepancies in your academic record.
· Another way to find out if the institution is the right “fit” for you. 
Is an Interview in my best interest?
· An interview can enhance your application.  It generally works to your advantage. 
· Demonstrates interest in the institution.
What is the Interview Format?
The structure of interviews will vary depending on the institution.  
1. How will an interview be used in the Admission Decision?
a. Evaluative -  The school will use information gained from the interview as part of the Admission Decision.   A written evaluation will usually be placed in a student’s file.  

b. Informational – An opportunity to learn about you and vice versa.  Has little to no impact on admission decision. 
2. Who conducts the interview?
a. Personal Interview – Prospective student and Admission Counselor only.  
b. Personal Interview with non-counselor – Conducted by a current undergraduate or graduate student or part time staff member. 
c. Alumni Interview – Conducted by an Alumnus of the institution. This will likely take place off campus.  These types of interviews are happening more frequently, particularly with highly selective schools.
How should I prepare?
· Research - know something about the institution.
· Schedule the interview in advance.  Drop in interviews may not be available.

· Do a personal inventory.  Be ready to talk about any aspect of your life including: academic record, family, school, personal experiences, long and short term goals, college search. 
· Bring an activities resume.
· Compile a few questions to ask the interviewer. 
How should I act during the interview?
While it is important to be yourself and let your personality come out, below are a few tips to give the proper “FIRST IMPRESSION”
· Be Confident (not cocky)
· Firm Handshake
· Eye Contact

· No Gum
· Sit-up in your seat
· Dress in neat, seasonally appropriate attire.  While clothing may be an indication of individuality, it should not be a distraction.     

· Avoid yes/no answers.  Every answer should have an explanation.
· Make yourself unique.  Try to focus on what is important to you.  

· Some interviewers will have a more relaxed approach and will let the interview become more of a conversation.  Other interviewers will have a more formal approach of questions and answers.  

· Let the interview evolve.  Don’t tell every detail of your life in the first ten minutes. 
· If an important aspect of your life has not been discussed, then feel free to offer that information.
What will be discussed in an interview?
Be prepared to discuss:
· why you are visiting

· what type of college you are looking for
· high school academic experiences

· personal interests

· college academic goals
· Have questions for the interviewer.  
Sample Questions:
· What criteria will be important to you when searching for a College?

· Why are you interested in this University?

· Describe what aspects you like best about your high school?

· What was your most challenging academic experience and what did you do in order to succeed?

· What experience (academic, activity, personal) has had the greatest positive impact on your life?  How has this experience changed you?
· With such a busy day to day schedule, how do you manage your time?  

· How would a friend or teacher describe you in a recommendation? 
· Use 5 adjectives to describe yourself. 
· Are there any new academic disciplines you are anxious to explore?  What are they and why?
· What aspect of the college experience are you most looking forward to?  What are you most apprehensive about?

· Why do you want a liberal arts education?  What is a liberal arts education?
· If you were an Admission Counselor in a Committee discussion, how would you advocate for yourself as a candidate for admission?

· Name three historical figures you would like to have dinner with and why?  What would you ask them?
Miscellaneous:
· Admission Staff want to meet you; expect a warm reception.
· Always call if you need to cancel or are running late.

· Send a thank you note (or email) to the interviewer. 
