Whitney High School 

Senior Year College Admissions Handbook*

Class of 2011

*Please note that all dates on this document may change as they are not established by Whitney High School.  Please be sure you always communicate with your prospective colleges/universities.


COLLEGE SELECTION PROCESS

Seniors:
*  Have finalized a list of colleges in three categories: reach (dream), sure, back-up (safety) by the end 

                        of Summer 


       *    Download/ request all college applications from colleges 

  

*
Continue to know colleges better through:

· Visiting campuses and meeting/ contacting the admissions officer for our region

· College fairs

· College preview days

· College home website and catalogues (Connection Center)

OBTAINING APPLICATIONS

CSU
UC
INDEPENDENT/PRIVATE

· www.csumentor.org
· use tutorial for online application aid: http://www.csumentor.edu/AboutMentor/counselor_educator/app_faqs.asp

· check eligibility: https://secure.csumentor.edu/planning/high_school/

· ~$55 per campus
· One application

www.universityofcalifornia.edu/apply
· ~$60 per campus


· Student obtains own application by downloading or mailing

· Common Application – www.commonapp.org
· Check for supplemental application for each school on the school’s website and special instructions for each school

· $65- 75, depends on campus

APPLICATION DEADLINES

November 1-30, 2010
November 1-30, 2010
Early Decision/Early Action

Regular Decision

Rolling Admissions (Submit ASAP)

* do not mail-and-wait; follow up

ADMISSION NOTIFICATION {conditional, may be revoked, depends on senior grades and senior course of study}

On-site admissions
March 1-30, 2011
Varies

PERSONAL STATEMENT/ESSAY REQUIRED

None

Yes for Educational Opportunity Program (EOP) Supplemental Application
Yes
Yes

LETTERS OF RECOMMENDATION REQUIRED

CSU
UC
INDEPENDENT/PRIVATE

None

(yes, for honors programs like Presidential Scholars Program, need two letters of recommendation)
None

(yes, for Regents or Alumni Scholarships, may require one letter of recommendation)
1) Secondary School Reports (SSR’s) from counselor

2) Teacher recommendations, usually two. REQUEST SAME TWO FOR ALL SCHOOLS.

3) Mid-year Report – 1st semester grades

TRANSCRIPTS

1)None with application unless requested by college

2) After graduation
1)None with application unless requested by college

2) After graduation
1) With Secondary School Report

2) With Mid-Year Report

3) After graduation

TESTING 

· SAT I used for placement

· Code 3594 to send score to all CSU Campuses

· last test November
· Finish by November

· 1 SAT I or ACT with writing

· 2 SAT II subject tests
· Sometimes use best Verbal & best Math-SAT I, best ACT score

· Number of SAT IIs depends on college

· Strongly preferred not to take SAT I or ACT with writing more than 3 times.

FINANCIAL AID DEADLINES/REQUIRED FORMS

· See below
· See below
1) CSS Profile 

2) College’s own institutional forms, check priority deadline for scholarships

FAFSA

(Free Application for Federal Student Aid) www.fafsa.ed.gov
                    All schools – due after January 1, 2011; Whitney 






                     Financial Aid Night early January; all families submit application for scholarship money as well

Cal Grant Funding (California colleges only) – UC, CSU or private – deadline March 2, 2011. Fill out the Cal Grant GPA information Release Form (download from whitney website).



CSS Profile (private schools) – www.collegeboard.com  begins approximately in October 1, 2010

Scholarships from Outside Sources – see Mary and Suzanne in the Connection Center 

More financial aid information is available under the Connection Center section on our school website.

Frequently Asked Questions (MUST READ)

What is a SSR?

A Secondary School Report, a 2-3 page form, is only required by private colleges.  Some schools may have different names for these forms (Counselor Referral/Recommendation).  

WHS will process SSR requests and forms electronically through Naviance Succeed and through their program Edocs. 

To initiate Edocs, you must 

1. first register on www.commonapp.org and obtain a username and password. (user name on common MUST be the same as Naviance) – to change Naviance go to your profile and edit)
2. log onto Naviance Succeed and click on “my colleges” and waive the Family Educational Rights and Privacy Act Regulations (FERPA) consent. We only process recommendations where students cannot see the recommender's form, as this waiver indicates to the colleges that the recommender is candidly evaluating the student.
3. add colleges to the “college application list” and verify whether or not the school uses the common application form.
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For scholarships and early applications, please enter (typed is better!) the following information on all forms where appropriate:

Name:




Eric Gutierrez

Title/Position:


Grade Level Advisor

My email:



egwhs@yahoo.com

School:



Whitney High School

School Address:

16800 Shoemaker Ave.







Cerritos, CA 90703

School Phone:


(562) 926-5566 x22388

School FAX:


(562) 926-2751

School Code (CEEB/ACT):
050526

GPA is unweighted and covers 9/07 to 6/10.  Highest possible is 4.0.

Whitney High School does not rank.

If asked for ‘planned, senior year’ coursework, remember to fill in everything you plan to take, and include college courses as well.  (Also, you must then notify your schools of changes!)

[image: image6.jpg]


Along with the SSR, WHS will send out 

1) School profile 

2) Counselor Letter of Recommendation for that college

3) Official Transcript

4) Letter explaining our grading period cycle

   *No more test score cards (as students now select which scores to share/reveal)

How and by when do I request a SSR?

For the early application, submit the early application contract and all forms by October 12, 2011.  For the regular admission process, submit the final college application list on NAVIANCE by November 1, 2011 (all students).

What is the Common Application?

It is an undergraduate college admission application (used by mostly private schools) that applicants may use to apply to any of 392 member colleges and universities in the United States. Students must make certain to fill out any supplemental applications that the college has; if the college has a supplemental, it will be on its website.
What about   Transcripts?                                                              
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Make sure yours is complete and correct. 

Your first two (2) official copies are free, subsequent copies cost $7 each.    

Request transcripts for scholarships early -these are always free.

Request copies to be sent from community colleges (when you are done to your accepted college); in the meanwhile if you give WHS an official community college transcript, then it will be listed on your WHS transcript. 

*For public schools you do NOT need to ask for a transcript unless the school notifies you and then it must be done with Ilka so she can provide you with a hard copy to mail.
How do I request official transcripts from WHS?

through             through Naviance Succeed                                                                                                                   
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What About Test Scores?
For early application, finish by September, for regular decision application finish by November.

· SAT 1 or ACT with writing accepted by colleges/universities

· SAT II Subjects: 2 in 2 different areas for UC. Check specific requirement for privates.

Contact the College Board or ACT organization to request and pay for scores.  Must be sent directly, not by you.  Make sure scores arrive before application deadlines to complete files.

                                                                                  


How do I obtain a fee waiver to apply to public and private colleges?

· For public schools, if you meet the specified qualifications related to family income and size, you can waive the fee to apply to (maximum of) 4 UC campuses and 6 CSU campuses. This is done electronically through your application. After that, you must pay the fees.
· For private / out-of-state schools, you can receive a fee waiver form from Mary in the Connection Center to waive the application fee to 4 campuses, you must have used a fee waiver for your standardized tests (SAT or SAT II’s). You must, however, be a U.S. citizen. Please speak to Mary for more information.
How do I request Letters of Recommendation from Mr. Gutierrez?                                                                                                    
· In person, individually, and at an appropriate time.

· Ask at least a month before the due date - for all applications

· Student MUST fill out my worksheet/questionnaire before asking for a letter of recommendation. (I have emailed this to everyone-it is the 4 questions to be written in third person). 

· Additionally you MUST provide me with the following:

· A stamped, addressed envelope for each school with WHS return address,

 not your own 

· You do not have to “invite” your teacher on common app in order to get a letter of recommendation from them.  They are strongly encouraged to utilize Naviance.

How do I properly address an envelope?





 

Type or write legibly in black ink the full address which is on the recommendation form. Make certain you have the correct address! Center in the middle of envelope.


		University’s Full name


		Address


		City, State Zip Code





Leave room for Whitney High School stamp Or


Type or print legibly in black ink our school address


	Whitney High School


    	16800 Shoemaker Avenue


	Cerritos, Ca 90703


	Re: Your Last Name, Your First Name


Include the “Re:” (in reference) and your legal name











1 stamp for 2 pages, 2 stamps for 3 or more pages


Each stamp currently costs $0.44.
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