College Visit

After identifying your learning needs and learning wants (sophomore college research project) and investigating what those academic opportunities look like at different colleges (junior college representative reflection), you need to visit the schools you are seriously considering in applying. Visit before you apply to the university.

College selection is somewhat like purchasing a car (see accompanying power point). You are planning on investing a couple thousand to many thousands of dollars to help your begin your career journey. Unfortunately, many Whitney families wait to discuss finances to May of the student’s senior year. Just as a consumer would first consider his/her budget and potential financial options before purchasing a car, families too need to consider this issue upfront. Excellent post secondary schools come in all forms, all sizes, and at all costs. 
Before the Tour

· The timing of a visit makes a significant difference in your impressions and opinion of the school.  Just as the feel and look of Whitney is different when school is not in session, like on a Saturday, the environment of a college is different when you visit when classes are not in session. So plan your visit when school is in session.

· Advance planning with the college’s admission office is crucial.  All colleges encourage campus visits and many publish special brochures to help you plan one.  Some of the private schools even keep track of applicant’s interest by the appointments you make with their admissions office. The admission office can assist you with travel information, driving directions, and scheduling your itinerary (distances/driving times to nearby schools, the feasibility of visiting their school and another on the same day, etc.)

· Call the admissions office, and set up a day and time for a tour.  If this is a serious visit, you might want to ask about staying overnight in a residence hall.  Ask if they can make arrangements or ask around to see if a WHS alumnus can host .  If this is not possible, ask for assistance in finding lodging for the night, if you need a place to stay.  Some offices have arrangements with hotels or motels in the area.

· During your visit, meet with someone from the admission office, attend an information session, possibly sit in a lecture, hang out in the student center, and take a tour of the campus.

· Learn all you can and take notes.  You will never be indifferent after a college visit.  You will have strong impressions.  Write them down, good or bad, and start learning about what you want in terms of size, type of school, people, dorms, activities, etc.  You might want to make a comparison chart to take with you if you plan to see several schools at one time.  If you do not make notes of some kind, you will find that your memory of specifics becomes vague after visiting several schools.

· Follow up with a thank you note to the admissions person who helped you arrange your tour, or who spend time with you on campus.

What to Look for On a Tour

· General appearance of the campus (poor maintenance, vandalism, campus pride)

· Student attire (preppy, very casual, sloppy)

· Friendliness (eye contact, offer to help)

· Student conversations (topic, tone, classes, papers, books, parties)

· Transportation (bikes, cars, foot, shuttles)

· Faculty presence (office hours posted, open doors, student interaction)

· Library (hours, easy access)

· Laboratory and computer facilities (hours, easy access)

· Fine arts facilities (studios, practice rooms, performances)

· Residence Halls (singles, doubles, suites, coed, substance free or wellness, guaranteed housing)
Questions to Ask Campus Representatives on a College Visit

What percent of applicants are accepted?

What percent of first year students return as sophomores?

What percent of entering students actually graduate? In how many years?

How much flexibility will I have in my curriculum?

Can I double major?

Is a core curriculum required?

What is the average class size?

What is the faculty/student ratio?

Will I be taught by graduate assistants?

What percentage of the faculty teach first and second year students?

How many credits/classes do students usually take in one term?

What percent of graduates who apply to graduate schools are admitted?  Medical school?

MBA programs?

Honors program?

Financial Aid?

Questions to Ask Students on a College Visit

Stop several students and ask them about the school and their programs.  Watch for their facial expressions and any hesitation in their voice.  Some sample questions you could ask:

If they were choosing a college today would this college be their first choice? Why?
Is there anything about the school they could change?  If so, what would it be?

What are the school’s strongest or most popular majors?

Is housing guaranteed for freshmen? How affordable are off campus housing?
Will you need a car?

Can you have a car on campus? Parking costs?

Is there public transportation to nearby destinations (shopping, museums, etc)?

Also, ask questions about your own particular interests, such as internships in your field, fraternities/sororities, student organizations, intramural leagues and /or club sports, student government, and what campus life is like on the weekends.

Other Helpful Activities When You Are on a Campus

Look at school newspaper, kiosks, and bulletin boards for activities that interest you and give you insight into issues students care about.

Eat in the dining hall (you might need permission from the admissions officer).

Visit the student union.

