INITIATIVE – to do something of one’s own free will

	ISBN: 0395562333

Tacky the Penguin by Helen Lester
	Tacky the penguin defines the word tacky-he dresses in Hawaiian shirts, greets friends with a slap on the back, and sings dreadfully! All the other penguins are put off by Tacky's behavior, but when some rough hunters come by, Tacky's manners send them packing too! Tacky may be odd, but he sure is a good penguin to have around!

	ISBN: 0803702507

Flossie and the Fox by Patricia C. McKissack
	A wily fox, notorious for stealing eggs, meets his match when he encounters a bold little girl in the woods who insists upon proof that he is a fox before she will be frightened.

	ISBN: 0064432807

I Want to Be an Astronaut by Byron Barton
	A young child thinks about what it would be like to be an astronaut and go out on a mission into space.

	ISBN: 0064440524

Wagon Wheels by Barbara Brenner
	Shortly after the Civil War a black family travels to Kansas to take advantage of the free land offered through the Homestead Act.

	ISBN: 0689815212

Caddie Woodlawn by Carol Ryrie Brink
	Chronicles the adventures of eleven-year-old Caddie growing up with her six brothers and sisters on the Wisconsin frontier in the mid-nineteenth century.

	ISBN: 0689716044

Bears on Hemlock Mountain by Alice Dalgliesh
	A young boy sent on an errand over Hemlock Mountain is not so sure he likes going alone, because there may be bears on the mountain, but with the help of the big iron pot he borrows, he completes his errand.

	ISBN: 0020435401

The Planet of Junior Brown by Virginia Hamilton
	Already a leader in New York's underground world of homeless children, Buddy Clark takes on the responsibility of protecting the overweight, emotionally disturbed friend with whom he has been playing hooky from eighth grade all semester.

	ISBN: 0618759255

The Toothpaste Millionaire by Jean Merrill
	A young girl describes how her school friend made over a million dollars by creating and marketing a cheaper and better toothpaste.

	ISBN: 0140342443

The Young Landlords by Walter Dean Myers
	Five devoted friends become landlords and try to make their Harlem neighborhood a better place to live.

	ISBN: 0140341463

Henry Reed's Baby-Sitting Service by Keith Robertson
	Back in Grover's Corners, N.J., for the summer, Henry and his partner Midge establish a baby sitting service and find a disappearing child and a peacock among their charges.

	ISBN: 0448422883

Three Little Pigs by James Marshall
	Retells the familiar tale in which one of three brother pigs survives a wolf's attacks by using his head and planning well.


	ISBN: 0811834778

The Elves and the Shoemaker by Jim LaMarche
	A poor shoemaker becomes successful with the help of two elves who finish his shoes during the night.

	ISBN: 0590411454

Little Red Hen by Lucinda McQueen

	The little red hen lived with a goose, a cat, and a dog – and they were all very lazy and would not do anything to help the hen. The hen planted, cut, and took care of the wheat she was growing, and even though she asked the goose, the cat, and the dog, she never got any help.

	ISBN: 0316809063

Maniac Magee by Jerry Spinelli
	After his parents die, Jeffrey Lionel Magee's life becomes legendary, as he accomplishes athletic and other feats which awe his contemporaries.

	ISBN: 0698115767

Little Toot by Hardie Gramatky
	Little Toot the tugboat conquers his fear of rough seas when he single-handedly rescues an ocean liner during a storm.

	ISBN: 0395137209

Lyle, Lyle, Crocodile by Bernard Waber

	Lyle, the caviar-eating crocodile who lives with the Primm family on East 88th Street, is loved by the whole neighborhood-except for Mr. Grumps and his cat, Loretta. Mr. Grumps manages to get Lyle sent to the zoo, but Lyle escapes, just in time to save Mr. Grumps and Loretta from a fire.

	ISBN: 039480077X

Horton Hatches the Egg

by Dr. Seuss
	It's the talk of the jungle when an elephant hatches an egg. Extravagant nonsense and rollicking verse.

	ISBN: 0802780849

Miss Malarkey Leaves No Reader Behind by Judy Finchler
	Miss Malarkey can make a reader out of anyone.  Principal Wiggins promises to dye his hair purple and sleep on the school roof if the students read 1,000 books this year. Miss Malarkey is determined to find the right book for each student so they'll participate in the school program, and learn to love reading. She's got a tough audience — video game fanatics, artists, sports lovers — nonreaders all. But she won't give up until Principal Wiggins can flip his purple wig.

	ISBN: 0810949261

Chicken Bedtime Is Really Early by Erica S. Perl
	Each animal has a different bedtime and a different strategy for staying up all night. Clocks hidden in the bright, bold illustrations help kids brush up on their time-telling skills as this evening on the farm winds down and eyes finally drift shut. In the morning, at the crow of the rooster, an exciting new day begins and everyone is glad to have the energy to greet it.

	ISBN: 0060291354

Down Cut Shin Creek: The Pack Horse Librarians of Kentucky by Kathi Appelt
	It's 4:30 in the morning, and the "book woman" and her horse are already on their way. Hers is an important job, for the folks along her treacherous route are eager for the tattered books and magazines she carries in her saddlebags.


	ISBN: 0763625906

Mercy Watson Fights Crime by Kate DiCamillo
	Larry Ninker wants to move up the job ladder, but most people would regard his dream as a bit too ambitious: After all, how many small-town thieves crawl up the rung to become professional cowboys? Into the thicket of Larry's professional problems stumbles one plump, tired, hungry pig.

	ISBN: 0671014153

Upchuck And The Rotten Willy by Bill Wallace

	Chuck's a cat with a great life--until Katie goes away to college and his best friend moves. Left all alone, Chuck starts to venture farther and farther into the neighborhood and one fateful night finds himself face-to-face with a beast as big and black as death. His name is Rotten Willy--and he's a dog with a heart of gold.

	ISBN: 0743412028

Pay It Forward by Catherine Ryan Hyde

	Pay It Forward is a wondrous and moving novel about Trevor McKinney, a twelve-year-old boy in a small California town who accepts the challenge that his teacher gives his class, a chance to earn extra credit by coming up with a plan to change the world for the better -- and to put that plan into action.

	ISBN: 0064409600

Granny Torrelli Makes Soup by Sharon Creech
	With the help of her wise old grandmother, twelve-year-old Rosie manages to work out some problems in her relationship with her best friend, Bailey, the boy next door.

	ISBN: 0803728808

Boy, a Dog, and a Frog by Mercer Mayer
	A boy and his dog go walking in the swamp.  They spot a frog in the water.  Can they use a net to catch him?

	ISBN: 0448424959

Who Was Benjamin Franklin? by Dennis Brindell Fradin
	A biography of the eighteenth-century printer, publisher, inventor, scientist, and statesman who played an influential role in the early history of the United States.
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INTEGRITY – to act according to a sense of what is right and wrong

	ISBN: 0688162800

Molly's Pilgrim by Barbara Cohen

	Told to make a Pilgrim doll for the Thanksgiving display at school, Molly is embarassed when her mother tries to help her out by creating a doll dressed as she herself was dressed before leaving Russia to seek religious freedom.

	ISBN: 0142404365

The Cat Ate My Gymsuit by Paula Danziger

	When the unconventional English teacher who helped her conquer many of her feelings of insecurity is fired, thirteen-year-old Marcy Lewis uses her new found courage to campaign for the teacher's reinstatement.

	ISBN: 038071907X

Nothing but the Truth: A Documentary Novel by Avi

	A ninth-grader's suspension for singing "The Star-Spangled Banner" during homeroom becomes a national news story.

	ISBN: 0142406821

Pistachio Prescription by Paula Danziger

	Cassie Stephens is dealing with a lot. She’s got asthma. World War III is waged daily in her home, beginning at the breakfast table and ending with slammed doors at night. She’s running for freshperson class president. The pressure is mounting, and there’s only one thing that can make Cassie feel better. Pistachio nuts.

	ISBN: 0762417137

Adventures of Pinocchio by Carlo Collodi

	Pinocchio, a wooden puppet full of tricks and mischief, with a talent for getting into trouble, wants more than anything else to become a real boy.

	ISBN: 0590321978

Lemonade Trick by Scott Corbett

	A mysterious potion mixed by Kerby with his chemistry set has a beneficial effect on the neighborhood bully but also wreaks havoc at the Sunday School pageant.

	ISBN: 0618344209

Emperor's New Clothes

by Hans Christian Andersen
	Two rascally weavers convince the emperor they are making him beautiful new clothes, visible only to those fit for their posts, but when he wears them during a royal procession, a child recognizes that the emperor has nothing on.

	ISBN: 0805003150

Sam, Bangs & Moonshine

by Evaline Ness

	One day Sam sends little Thomas to Blue Rock, far out in the harbor where, she claims, her kangaroo has gone. When a sudden storm brings near disaster to Thomas and Bangs, Sam repentantly draws a permanent line between moonshine and reality.


	ISBN: 0823953459

Learning about Integrity from the Life of Eleanor Roosevelt by Nancy Ellwood

	A brief biography examining the value of integrity in the life of the First Lady who devoted herself to helping others and working for peace.

	ISBN: 0822563835

Mohandas Gandhi: A Life of Integrity by Sheila Rivera

	Mohandas Gandhi (1869-1948) is recognized as one of the key leaders who helped India become an independent nation, freed from British rule. The thirty-two pages in this biography provide a chronological story of Gandhi's life, including text and both black-and-white and color photos.

	ISBN: 0789306840

How to Behave and Why by Munro Leaf

	"No matter where you are or who you are, there are four main things that you have to do if you want to make good friends and keep them.  You have to be HONEST - You have to be FAIR - You have to be STRONG - and you have to be WISE.  And there is no good in trying to fool yourself. All that isn't so easy."

	ISBN: 0060287616

I'm Gonna Like Me: Letting Off a Little Self-Esteem by Jamie Lee Curtis

	A young girl learns to like herself every single day, no matter what.

	ISBN: 0689853955

Honest-to-Goodness Truth by Patricia C. McKissack

	After promising never to lie, Libby learns that it's not always necessary to blurt out the whole truth either.

	ISBN: 0929141717

Righting Wrongs: The Story of Norman Bethune by John Wilson

	An inspiring biography of a doctor who fought against injustice during the most tumultuous period of the 20th century.

	ISBN: 1402721072

Henry's Wrong Turn

by Andrea Baruffi

	Watch out for the whale! Henry, a humpback whale, took a wrong turn—and swam right into busy, noisy New York Harbor. Can he leave town safely and return to the sea? Exciting images capture all the action in this true tale of a whale that got lost—but eventually found his way home.

	ISBN: 0756604915

Martin Luther King, Jr.

by DK Publishing, Inc.

	Martin Luther King, Jr. grew up in the South at a time when black people did not have the same legal rights as white people. He knew this was wrong. A believer in nonviolence, Martin organized peaceful protests to fight injustice. He won support for his cause and became a great leader of America's civil rights movement.


	ISBN: 1550376543

Little Book of Big Questions by Jackie French

	Within each section a variety of related questions are asked and answers are offered. The text is conversational in tone, making the reader feel part of a discussion. This book will answer some questions, but it will also inspire children to probe more deeply, explore further and find out even more answers.

	ISBN: 0689863470

Wishes, Kisses, and Pigs by Besty Hearne

	Eleven-year-old Louise Tolliver lives with her mother and her brother, Willie, in Tollivers' Hollow. Like any brother, Willie gives Louise a hard time, but the trouble really starts when Louise calls him a pig -- and he becomes one.

	ISBN: 0060560266

Casey Back at the Bat

by Dan Gutman
	America has been waiting for this mighty ballplayer to step up to the plate and right his wrong that left Mudville in a state of gloom. Now, in this humorous, seam-splitting sequel to Ernest Lawrence Thayer's "Casey at the Bat: A Ballad of the Republic," award-winning author Dan Gutman offers Casey what any failed sports hero most desires -- a second chance.

	ISBN: 1842702335

The Cherry Tree Egg by Mark Birchall

	Tortoise and Mole and Weasel are friends. Tortoise is a thinker, Mole is a dreamer—and Weasel is always hungry! So, when Weasel finds an egg under the cherry tree, he wants to eat it right away. But Tortoise and Mole persuade him to wait until it hatches. What will happen next?

	ISBN: 0735819335

Davy in the Middle  by Brigitte Weninger

	Poor Davy is stuck in the middle. He's too little to go hiking on the mountain with big brother Dan and he's too big to play hop-on-pop with Donny, Daisy, and Dinah. But he's just right whenever the rest of the Rabbit family needs him to do something for them—like babysit. One day Davy has had enough! He storms out of the burrow and runs to his special hideout to sulk. "No one loves me!" he wails. Davy is wrong, though. His family loves him a lot, and they come up with a wonderful surprise to show him just how much.

	ISBN: 0399244808

Didn't Didn't Do It by Bradford Morrow

	Building a tree house has never seemed so impossible. Maybe the instructions are too complicated, maybe it’s because no one can agree or maybe everyone is just plain clumsy; whatever the reason, Didn’t and his friends can’t seem to get anything right. And when they finally start making progress, they’re in for a colorful surprise that might change their minds about the whole project!

	ISBN: 0399238778

What the No-Good Baby Is Good For by Elise Broach

	For any child with a no-good baby in their house, Broach offers up a completely unique solution to the new sibling problem.  The No-Good Baby has been at John's house for months and months, and more than half a year. She sleeps and cries at all the wrong times. She's messy and loud and ruins everything.  “That no-good baby is good for nothing,” John tells his mother. “It is time for her to go.”  “I guess you're right,” says John's mother, and they start packing her bags.


ORGANIZATION – to plan, arrange and implement in an orderly way; to keep things orderly and ready to use

	ISBN: 0899194060

What Happened to Patrick's Dinosaurs? by Carol Carrick
	Fascinated with dinosaurs, Patrick invents an imaginary explanation of why they become extinct.

	ISBN: 0060245867

If You Give a Mouse a Cookie by Laura Numeroff
	Relating the cycle of requests a mouse is likely to make after you give him a cookie takes the reader through a young child's day.

	ISBN: 1575421933

Get Organized without Losing It by Janet S. Fox
	Is your backpack a black hole? Do you wish you were more organized? Is your desk at school a disaster? Do you feel like you are always running behind? In this humorous book, Janet Fox guides students toward getting organized at school.

	ISBN: 0060531614

Mighty Maddie by Stuart J. Murphy
	As Maddie cleans up her room, she learns how to compare the weights of various objects.

	ISBN: 0689834497

Henry and Mudge and the Snowman Plan by Cynthia Rylant
	Henry, his dog Mudge, and his father enter a snowman building contest at the local park and win third place.

	ISBN: 0142402737

Miss Bindergarten Plans A Circus with Kindergarten by Joseph Slate
	Miss Bindergarten is planning a circus and all of her kindergarteners are in on the fun! Everyone is busy preparing: painting posters, practicing somersaults, and making popcorn balls.

	ISBN: 038573204X

Lucy Rose: Big on Plans

by Katy Kelly
	In this second book about Lucy Rose (who "has a truly original perspective," according to PW's starred review of the debut title), one can only imagine her plans for the 92 days of summer that stretch before her.

	ISBN: 0922613893

Great Potato Plan by Joy Nelkin N. Wieder

	Simcha thought that he, Mama and the little ones would soon be on their way to join Papa in America. But when a terrible war brakes out in Europe, they are unable to leave Warsaw. Can Simcha come up with a plan to save his family from starvation and from attacks by Russian soldiers?

	ISBN: 1559421045

Jackson's Plan by Linda Talley

	When he hears about a new tourist brochure to promote the Okefenokee Swamp in Georgia, Jackson the treefrog mounts a campaign to assure that treefrogs will be among the animals and plants featured.

	ISBN: 0525471340

Skippyjon Jones by Judy Schachner
	The Siamese hero of this caper sleeps in a nest-with the birds-and is convinced that he's really a Chihuahua in disguise, and saves his pals from a giant Bumblebeeto Bandito.


PATIENCE – to wait calmly for someone or something

	ISBN: 0689711999

Alexander, Who Used to Be Rich, Last Sunday by Judith Viorst
	Although Alexander and his money are quickly parted, he comes to realize all the things that can be done with a dollar.

	ISBN: 0916291510

Bicycle for Rosaura by Daniel Barbot
	Senora Amelia loves animals. In this lively and cheery story from Venezuela, you will see to what lengths she will go in order to grant her handsome hen Rosaura a birthday wish.

	ISBN: 006443348X

Leo the Late Bloomer by Robert Kraus

	When everyone starts blooming, poor Leo is left behind. He can't read, he can't write -- he can't even eat neatly. But with the encouragement of his mother and the patience of his father, Leo proves that eventually everyone blooms.

	ISBN: 0688840736

When Will I Read? by Miriam Cohen
	Impatient to begin reading, a first-grader doesn't realize that there is more to reading than books.

	ISBN: 0689802552

Babushka's Doll by Patricia Polacco

	Babuska's doll was special. She had played with it when she was a little girl like her high-spirited granddaughter Natasha. Now Babushka is going to the store, and Natasha takes the doll down from its shelf--but then promptly finds out why playing with Babushka's doll once is enough.

	ISBN: 0698115724

The Art Lesson by Tomie de Paola
	Having learned to be creative in drawing pictures at home, young Tommy is dismayed when he goes to school and finds the art lesson there much more regimented.

	ISBN: 0142404411

The Summer of the Swans by Betsy Byars
	Sara's life has always flowed smoothly, like the gliding swans on the lake, until her little brother Charlie disappears. Then Sara is forced to see her life in a whole new way.

	ISBN: 006058338X

The Berenstain Bears: Play T-Ball by Stan Berenstain
	When Brother and Sister Bear help teach some younger cubs how to play T-ball, they learn a lesson in patience.

	ISBN: 0843148896

Dream Tree by Stephen Cosgrove
	Patti Caterpillar resolves to tell her caterpillar friends what it is like to be a beautiful butterfly when she becomes one herself.

	ISBN: 084314873X

Morgan Mine by Stephen Cosgrove

	Sharing life lessons and memorable morals, the Serendipity books are set in a magical, mystical land. In "Morgan Mine, " a young princess must learn the lesson of patience before Morgan the Unicorn will trust her.

	ISBN: 1589527372

Summer Vacation: Patience by Cindy Leaney
	When Jose and his grandfather build a bird house and plant vegetable seeds together, Jose learns about the rewards of patience.

	ISBN: 1587172437

Pee Wee & Plush by Johanna Hurwitz
	Pee Wee the guinea pig and his friend Lexi the squirrel help a new guinea pig adjust to life in the wilds of New York City's Central Park, but are unsure what to do about the approach of winter.

	ISBN: 0736842799

Patience by Rebecca Olien

	How can you show good character every day? Follow Sara as she is patient at school, at home, with friends, and with herself. See how being patient keeps you from getting upset when you have to wait.

	ISBN: 0873587359

Carlos and the Cornfield by Jan Romero Stevens

	When he sees the results of not following his father's instructions on the proper way to plant corn, a young boy tries to make things right.

	ISBN: 0892724730

Moose, of Course! by Lynn Plourde
	A persistent young boy tries everything he can think of to attract a moose, but it isn't until he is forced to "do nuthin" that he is successful.

	ISBN: 0888995660

Lucy's Secret by Mireille Levert

	Aunt Zinnia and Lucy spend their days in a magical garden filled with dragonflies, butterflies, and all manner of lush, beautiful flowers. But how did these flowers ever come to be? Curious Lucy wants to know, so she plants seeds in little pots and waits for them to grow. Of course, in her quest to learn the flowers' secret, Lucy also must learn patience.

	ISBN: 0516225413

The Pet Show: The Corner Kids by Larry Dane Brimner
	The Corner Kids learn that it takes patience to teach their dog tricks in time for the community pet show.

	ISBN: 0898001897

Magic of Patience by Dharma Publishing
	Buffalo persists in being kind and patient with the mischievous Monkey, despite all his annoying tricks.

	ISBN: 0152015728

Albert by Donna Napoli
	One day when Albert is at his window, two cardinals come to build a nest in his hand, an event that changes his life.

	ISBN: 1571743448

All for the Best!: The Secret to Happiness by Hans Wilhelm

	From the theft of his sheep to his grandson breaking a leg, the old weaver only says "It's all for the best", leading the townspeople to wonder if he's crazy. The townspeople are in for a lesson when the king's soldiers come to town looking for able bodied men. This story reveals the secret of true happiness and leaves the reader with a sense of trust in the process of life itself.

	ISBN: 1584301007

Butterflies for Kiri by Cathryn Falwell

	Kiri is delighted with a birthday gift she receives: colorful origami papers and a special book of instructions. But when she can't seem to properly make a purple butterfly, she begins to feel frustrated. Things get worse when she thinks she's ruined one of the paintings she's working on. Then she remembers the origami papers.

	ISBN: 1842702335

The Cherry Tree Egg by Mark Birchall

	Tortoise and Mole and Weasel are friends. Tortoise is a thinker, Mole is a dreamer—and Weasel is always hungry! So, when Weasel finds an egg under the cherry tree, he wants to eat it right away. But Tortoise and Mole persuade him to wait until it hatches. What will happen next?


	ISBN: 0399243550

Chocolate Fever by Robert Kimmel Smith

	From eating too much chocolate, Henry breaks out in brown bumps that help him foil some hijackers and teach him a valuable lesson about self-indulgence.

	ISBN: 0439380480

Hope by Shaggy

	This is the touching story of the power of a mother's love as she encourages her children to strive for a better life and "never give up." Hip-hop artist Shaggy recalls the childhood hardships he endured and his mother's unwavering faith in finding a brighter future.

	ISBN: 0689833741

Just A Minute by Bonny Becker

	While Johnny waits for his mother to finish her shopping, he feels that so much time has passed that he has become an old man.

	ISBN: 0807557722

Not yet, Yvette by Helen Ketteman

	All through the day, Yvette asks, "Is it time yet, Dad?" Dad answers, "Not yet, Yvette". Then Yvette and her dad get busy because there's a lot to do before Mom's surprise birthday party. Finally, Yvette sees her mother's car coming down the street. Dad calls to her, "Is it time yet, Yvette?" and Yvette whispers, "Yes Dad--it's time!"

	ISBN: 0786804769

Patient Rosie by Mary Morgan

	A little mouse waits patiently while her fur is combed, until it is her turn, for cookies to cool before eating them, and for her seeds to grow.

	ISBN: 0922613729

Shimmy the Youngest by Miriam L. Elias

	Shimmy is the youngest in his family, and it seems as if he always has to wait for everything. He's the last one to sip wine from the kiddush cup on Friday night. He's the last one to get his matzah at the seder table. Join Shimmy as he explores his feelings with his mother, and discovers that waiting is part of everyone's life.

	ISBN: 1889166235

Sika and the Raven by Carl A. Hammerschlag

	When 9 year old Sika dreams that her doll turns into a baby, she tells her Uncle she wants a real baby of her own. Through a Native American legend about the Raven, Sika learns the importance of responsibility, patience and keeping promises.

	ISBN: 0892726946

Time for the Fair by Mary Train

	This book provides concrete benchmarks for the rhythms of one year, a concept that young children often find difficult to grasp. Grace looks forward to the annual farmer's fair but has no concept of time. She repeatedly asks if it is almost fair time, and her mother explains what will happen first: snow will melt; flowers will bloom; seeds must be planted; pumpkins will grow; leaves will change.

	ISBN: 0823411974

Bear and Roly-Poly

by  Elizabeth Winthrop
	Bear is happily surprised to learn that Roly-Poly, his baby sister, likes to have him give her attention and even sing her to sleep.


