CURIOSITY – a desire to investigate and seek understanding of the world

	ISBN: 0395486688

Two Bad Ants by Chris Van Allsburg
	When two bad ants desert from their colony, they experience a dangerous adventure that convinces them to return to their former safety.

	ISBN: 0688099866

Round Trip by Ann Jonas

	Black and white illustrations and text record the sights on a day trip to the city and back home again to the country. The trip to the city is read from front to back and the return trip from back to front, upside down.

	ISBN: 0859536742

The Elephant's Child by Rudyard Kipling
	Because of his "'satiable curiosity" about what the crocodile has for dinner, the elephant's child and all elephants thereafter have long trunks.

	ISBN: 0394830784

Tico and the Golden Wings by Leo Lionni

	All Tico the wingless bird wants is a pair of golden wings to carry him up over the mountaintops. But when Tico's wish is granted, none of his friends will talk to him. What's so wrong with being different?

	ISBN: 0374403821

Angus and the Cat by Marjorie Flack
	Angus the Scottie dog spends three days chasing the new cat that has come to live at his house, but when the cat disappears, Angus misses his new friend.

	ISBN: 0374403856

Angus and the Ducks by Marjorie Flack
	When Angus, a very curious young terrier, sees that the door is open one day, he decides to go exploring. Little does he know what neighbors await him!

	ISBN: 039515023X

Curious George by H. A. Rey

	The first adventure in this highly popular series tells how the little monkey Curious George, caught in the jungle and brought back to the city by a man in a yellow hat, can't help being interested in all the new things around him. Though well meaning, George's curiosity always gets him into trouble.

	ISBN: 0761107711

Oh, Yuck!: The Encyclopedia of Everything Nasty by Joy Masoff
	Kids love stuff that's gross. From the liquids, solids, and gases—especially the gases!—or their own bodies to the creepy, crawly, slimy, slithery, and fetid phenomena in the world at large, kids with a curious bent just can't get enough.

	ISBN: 014050169X

Blueberries for Sal by Robert McCloskey

	Blueberries for Sal, is about a little girl named Sal and her mother, who go to Blueberry Hill to pick berries for canning. Sal has a hard time keeping any berries in her bucket because she enjoys eating them so much!

	ISBN: 0679881689

The Absent Author by Ron Roy

	A missing school skeleton isn't far away when the kids at Green Lawn Elementary are on the case! After "Mr. Bones" goes missing, Dink, Josh, and Ruth Rose set out to find out who could have taken him. With a little detective footwork and some cooperation from the school's teachers, the three soon uncover the hidden skeleton -- and the mystery thief's hilarious motive.

	ISBN: 0811844455

Up by Jim LaMarche

	A boy discovers that he has telekinetic powers. Young Daniel is anxious to help his Dad and older brother Michael on their fishing boat, the Toni Marie, but they think he's too young; they even call him Mouse. Sulking in the kitchen, Daniel stares so intensely at a cracker that it begins to rise off the table.

	ISBN: 0789454157

Bermuda Triangle by Andrew Donkin
	Explores the mysteries and legends associated with the Bermuda Triangle, an area in the Atlantic Ocean bounded by Bermuda, Florida, and Puerto Rico, where hundreds of boats and planes have vanished.

	ISBN: 0142407542

The Gruffalo's Child by Julia Donaldson

	One night, the Gruffalo’s child wanders into the woods to search for the Big Bad Mouse. But instead, she comes upon a small mouse in the woods . . . and decides to eat him! But wait, what is that? A shadow of a very large, scary creature falls on the ground. Could it be the Big Bad Mouse after all?

	ISBN: 0689852185

Imagine a Night by Rob Gonsalves

	Imagine a night when you can ride your bike right up the stairs to your bed. Imagine a night when your toy train rumbles on its tracks out of your room and roars back in, full sized, ready for you to hop on for a nighttime adventure. Imagine a night when ordinary objects magically become extraordinary...a night when it is possible to believe the impossible.

	ISBN: 0689863551

The Wonderful Happens by Cynthia Rylant
	Describes some of the things that bring happiness and awe into our lives, including a baby bird, fresh-baked bread, snow, clocks, the moon, and more.

	ISBN: 0689843933

It's Disgusting and We Ate It!: True Food Facts from Around the World and Throughout History by James Solheim

	How about a nice dish of Colonial Squirrel Pie with a side of milkweed shoots? If that doesn't grab you, you might think about trying some Garbage Stew, just like they made in medieval England. But if you're feeling a little tired and need a boost, your best bet is roasted spiders. They've got three times the protein of cooked beef. (Is your mouth watering yet?)

	ISBN: 1567111998

America's Top 10 Curiosities by Jenny Tesar
	Describes ten naturally occurring curiosities in the United States, including Acoustic Sand Mountain, Austin's bat colony, bristlecone pine trees, the flaming fountain in Pierre, South Dakota, and the Thurston lava tubes.

	ISBN: 080506771X

Tracks in the Snow by Wong Herbert Yee
	A little girl investigates tracks in the snow, trying to determine what could have made them.

	ISBN: 0142404608

So You Want to Be an Inventor? by Judith St. George
	Presents some of the characteristics of inventors by describing the inventions of people such as Alexander Graham Bell, Thomas Edison, and Eli Whitney.


	ISBN: 0439840155

The Biggest Bear by Adam Relf

	Toby wants to find the biggest bear in the world. He sees a very big bear at the store and some even bigger ones in the park. But the biggest bear in the world is much bigger than he could ever have imagined.

	ISBN: 1589250362

Don't Be so Nosy, Posy!  by Nicola Grant
	The other animals are annoyed by Posy the piglet's constant questions, but she proves to them that curiosity can be good.

	ISBN: 0892722452

Moose on the Loose by Ann Hassett

	Max is a curious moose. He is so curious that he travels to a nearby city to see how humans live. His adventures convince him that curiosity is almost as bad for moose as it is for cats.

	ISBN: 0395858216

The Snoop by Ronald Himler
	Although her grandmother admonishes her not to snoop while they visit friends on a farm, Ellen cannot control her curiosity which often gets her into trouble.

	ISBN: 0822564602

Galileo Galilei: A Life of Curiosity by Jennifer Boothroyd
	A biography of Galileo.

	ISBN: 1582461716

Ceci Ann's Day of Why by Christopher Phillips

	Ceci asks a series of "why" questions which begin as she walks to school and asks, "Why are there birds? Why is there sky? Why are there words? Why is there why?" In simple rhymes, she continues to ask questions as she goes through the school day, plays with her friend, walks home, and celebrates her little brother's birthday.

	ISBN: 0152055177

The Curious Adventures of Jimmy McGee by Eleanor Estes
	A tiny plumber becomes a hero by rescuing a doll and returning it to its grateful owner.

	ISBN: 0140561609

The Eleventh Hour: A Curious Mystery by Graeme Base
	When the special feast that was to be eaten at the elephant's eleventh birthday party is stolen, the reader is invited to guess the identity of the thief.
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EFFORT - to do your best

	ISBN: 0140547479

Do Not Open by Brinton Turkle
	Following a storm Miss Moody and her cat find an intriguing bottle washed up on the beach. Should they ignore its "Do not open" warning?

	ISBN: 0803710402

Amazing Grace by Mary Hoffman
	Grace dreams of being Peter Pan in the school play. She refuses to let the fact that she is a girl, and also of African American descent, stand in her way. It is a warm wonderful story of girl who reaches beyond stereotyping to achieve her dream.

	ISBN: 0395442354

How My Parents Learned to Eat by Ina R. Friedman
	An American sailor courts a Japanese girl and each tries, in secret, to learn the other's way of eating.

	ISBN: 0395729521

Martha Speaks by Susan Meddaugh
	When Helen Finney feeds alphabet soup to her dog Martha, Martha begins to speak. But having a talking dog is not as fun as it seems.

	ISBN: 156397679X

On the Frontier with Mr. Audubon by Barbara Brenner
	Audubon's young apprentice describes the experiences he shared with his master during their eighteen month trip down the Mississippi studying and drawing the birds they found along the way.

	ISBN: 0399215921

The Very Busy Spider by Eric Carle
	The farm animals try to divert a busy little spider from spinning her web, but she persists and produces a thing of both beauty and usefulness. The pictures may be felt as well as seen.

	ISBN: 0679886745

Lion and the Mouse by Gail Herman
	In this retelling of an Aesop fable, an adventuresome mouse proves that even small creatures are capable of great deeds when he rescues the King of the Jungle.

	ISBN: 0395520231

El Chino by Allen Say
	A biography of Bill Wong, a Chinese American who became a famous bullfighter in Spain.

	ISBN: 0440479002

The Sign of the Beaver by Elizabeth George Speare
	Left alone to guard the family's wilderness home in eighteenth-century Maine, a boy is hard-pressed to survive until local Indians teach him their skills.

	ISBN: 0689713916

Call It Courage by Armstrong Sperry
	Relates how Mafatu, a young Polynesian boy whose name means Stout Heart, overcomes his terrible fear of the sea and proves his courage to himself and his people.

	ISBN: 014050172X

Crow Boy by Taro Yashima
	A lonely boy in a village school in Japan learned all the calls of the crows as he left his home at dawn and arrived home at sunset on schooldays.

	ISBN: 0064400859

Dragonwings: Golden Mountain Chronicles: 1903 by Laurence Yep
	In the early twentieth century a young Chinese boy joins his father in San Francisco and helps him realize his dream of making a flying machine.


	ISBN: 0374409277

Brave Irene by William Steig
	Plucky Irene, a dressmaker's daughter, braves a fierce snowstorm to deliver a new gown to the duchess in time for the ball.

	ISBN: 0394898613

New Coat for Anna by Harriet Ziefert
	Even though there is no money, Anna's mother finds a way to make Anna a badly needed winter coat.

	ISBN: 0142400580

The Great Brain by John D. Fitzgerald
	Whether it's saving the kids at school, or helping out Peg-leg Andy, or Basil, the new kid at school, the Great Brain always manages to come out on top—and line his pockets in the process.

	ISBN: 0064470059

Where the Lilies Bloom by Bill Cleaver
	Mary Call has promised her dying father to keep her brother and sisters together forever on the mountain, and never to take any help from strangers. She is determined to keep her word. No matter what.

	ISBN: 0440439884

Island of the Blue Dolphins by Scott O'Dell
	Records the courage and self-reliance of an Indian girl who lived alone for eighteen years on an isolated island off the California coast.

	ISBN: 0374455066

Nim and the War Effort by Milly Lee
	n her determination to prove that an American can win the contest for the war effort, Nim does something which leaves her Chinese grandfather both bewildered and proud.

	ISBN: 0152050906

Try Your Best by Robert McKissack
	When Ann worries that she is not good enough to participate in Sports Day, her teacher encourages her to try her best.

	ISBN: 0448437651

Who Was Thomas Alva Edison? by Margaret Frith
	The electric light bulb was only one of thousands of Edison's inventions, which include the phonograph and the kinetoscope, an early precursor to the movie camera.

	ISBN: 1575055333

Alexander Graham Bell by Victoria Sherrow
	This small book provides an interesting review of Bell's early years, during which he invented the telephone, and succinctly explains the science of sound.

	ISBN: 0448424967

Who Was Albert Einstein? by Jess M. Brallier
	Finally, here's the story of Albert Einstein's life, told in a fun, engaging way that clearly explores the world he lived in and changed.

	ISBN: 0064442152

First Flight: The Story of Tom Tate and the Wright Brothers by George Shea
	A twelve-year-old boy named Tom Tate meets Orville and Wilbur Wright and witnesses the invention of the airplane in Kitty Hawk, North Carolina, in 1903.

	ISBN: 0061151947

Out of the Ballpark by Alex Rodriguez
	Baseball superstar Alex Rodriguez has drawn on his own childhood experiences to create this exciting picture book. It's the story of a boy named Alex who knows what it's like to wing at a wild pitch or have a ball bounce right between his legs.

	ISBN: 0316141674

The Team That Couldn't Lose by Matt Christopher
	A young, inexperienced football team discovers its beginner's luck is due to a series of mysterious but successful plays anonymously sent to the coach.

	ISBN: 0060080957

It's Hard to Be Five: Learning How to Work My Control Panel by Jamie Lee Curtis
	Learning not to hit? Having to wait your turn? Sitting still? It's definitely hard to be five, but Jamie Lee Curtis's rhyming verses and Laura Cornell's playful illustrations make learning self-control a little bit easier -- and a lot more fun!

	ISBN: 0140177361

Red Pony by John Steinbeck
	Raised on a ranch in northern California, Jody is well-schooled in the hard work and demands of a rancher's life. He is used to the way of horses, too; but nothing has prepared him for the special connection he will forge with Gabilan, a hot-tempered pony his father gives him.

	ISBN: 1577683773

Jack and the Beanstalk by Carol Ottolenghi
	Jack climbs the beanstalk and faces the giantess and her husband. He takes a bag of gold coins. Warned not to go again, Jack can't resist and on this trip he takes the goose that lays golden eggs.

	ISBN: 0316058297

Jeremy Fink and the Meaning of Life by Wendy Mass
	According to the writing on the box, it holds the meaning of life! The problem is, the keys are missing, and the box is made so that only the keys will open it without destroying what's inside. Jeremy and Lizzy have only one month to find the keys before Jeremy's birthday. When one of their efforts goes awry and lands them in community service, Jeremy begins to despair of ever having enough time to find the keys.

	ISBN: 0689834195

Salt in His Shoes: Michael Jordan in Pursuit of a Dream by Deloris Jordan
	Young Michael Jordan, who is smaller than the other players, learns that determination and hard work are more important than size when playing the game of basketball.

	ISBN: 0822559595

Lance Armstrong by Matt Doeden
	When Lance Armstrong was seven, his mother gave him a bicycle. As a teenager, Armstrong excelled at school track events and competitive swimming, cycling twenty miles roundtrip to practices.

	ISBN: 0395845181

A Day's Work by Ronald Himler
	When Francisco, a young Mexican American boy, tries to help his grandfather find work, he discovers that even though the old man cannot speak English, he has something even more valuable to teach Francisco.

	ISBN: 0823408019

A Picture Book of Abraham Lincoln by David A. Adler
	Follows the life of the popular president, from his childhood on the frontier to his assassination after the end of the Civil War.


FLEXIBILITY – to be willing to alter plans when necessary

	ISBN: 067980837X

Piggybook by Anthony Browne
	When Mrs. Piggott unexpectedly leaves one day, her demanding family begins to realize just how much she did for them.

	ISBN: 0689835442

Happy Birthday, Moon by Frank Asch
	When a bear discovers that the moon shares his birthday, he buys the moon a beautiful hat as a present.

	ISBN: 0517562421

Imogene's Antlers by David Small
	One Thursday Imogene wakes up with a pair of antlers growing out of her head and causes a sensation wherever she goes.

	ISBN: 0689711735

Alexander and the Terrible, Horrible, No Good, Very Bad Day by Judith Viorst
	On a day when everything goes wrong for him, Alexander is consoled by the thought that other people have bad days too.

	ISBN: 0064430065

Baby Sister for Frances

by Russell Hoban
	When things change around the house after her baby sister is born, Frances decides to run away--but not too far.

	ISBN: 1575421593

Try and Stick with It by Cheri J. Meiners
	Introduces children to flexibility, stick-to-it-iveness (perseverance), and the benefits of trying something new.

	ISBN: 1883536278

The Old Woman and the Eagle by Idries Shah
	A Sufi teaching tale from Afghanistan about an old woman who insists that an eagle must really be a pigeon.

	ISBN: 0374455384

Not My Dog by Colby F. Rodowsky
	All eight-year-old Ellie Martin wants is a puppy of her own, but instead she inherits her great-aunt's fully grown mutt, Preston. Ellie refuses to accept plain old Preston as her dog, no matter how charming and smart he might be...

	ISBN: 061825627X

Mike Mulligan and More: A Virginia Lee Burton Treasury by Virginia Lee Burton
	A collection of four books by Caldecott Medal winner Virginia Lee Burton which feature characters who become heroes through determination and the ability to adapt to change.

	ISBN: 0698119290

Last Summer with Maizon

by Jacqueline Woodson
	Eleven-year-old Margaret tries to accept the inevitable changes that come one summer when her father dies and her best friend Maizon goes away to a private boarding school.

	ISBN: 0843123036

Persnickity by Stephen Cosgrove
	A very tidy dragon comes to realize perfection is relative.

	ISBN: 1577684370

Perfect Prudence by Peter Harris
	Cast in every role in the school play because she is the best student, singer, and actor, Prudence tries to pull off the perfect performance, with humorous results.


	ISBN: 0060560150

Ruby Holler by Sharon Creech

	From Newbery Medal winner Sharon Creech comes a heartwarming tale about second chances, unconditional love, and the true meaning of family. With wry humor, a quirky cast of characters, and a setting that is as magical as it is beautiful, Creech examines what happens when two pairs of very different people come together to form a family.

	ISBN: 0786817356

Sink or Swim: From the Files of Madison Finn Series #13 by Laura Dower
	Madison's plans for summer change when she agrees to babysit for the neighbor's quiet kids down the block. When Madison finds out that they're not so quiet after all, will she turn down the heat herself--or will a life-guard-in-training save the summer?
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FRIENDSHIP – to make and keep a friend through mutual trust and caring

	ISBN: 0152380132

I Wish I Were a Butterfly by James Howe
	A wise dragonfly helps a despondent cricket realize that he is special in his own way.

	ISBN: 0064440214

Frog and Toad Together by Arnold Lobel
	Five further adventures of two best friends as they share cookies, plant a garden, and test their bravery.

	ISBN: 0688154727

Chester's Way by Kevin Henkes
	Chester and Wilson share the same exact way of doing things, until Lilly moves into the neighborhood and shows them that new ways can be just as good.

	ISBN: 0385077254

Velveteen Rabbit

by Margery Williams
	In this parable about rebirth and the mysterious power of love, the magic of a young boy's love changes a beloved toy bunny into a real live rabbit.

	ISBN: 0140546073

Best Friends by Steven Kellogg
	Kathy feels lonely and betrayed when her best friend goes away for the summer and has a wonderful time.

	ISBN: 0394800893

The Sneetches & Other Stories by Dr. Seuss
	Four funny easy-to-read stories all with subtly planted moral lessons.

	ISBN: 0064401847

Bridge to Terabithia by Katherine Paterson
	Bridge to Terabithia records the blossoming of the unlikely friendship between Jess Aarons and Leslie Burke and its tragic aftermath.

	ISBN: 0689707703

If I Were in Charge of the World and Other Worries  by Judith Viorst
	Forty-one poems reveal a variety of secret thoughts, worries, and wishes.

	ISBN: 068807037X

We Are Best Friends by Aliki
	When Robert's best friend Peter moves away, both are unhappy, but they learn that they can make new friends and still remain best friends.

	ISBN: 0807556122

Nick Joins In by Joe Lasker
	When Nick, confined to a wheelchair, enters a regular classroom for the first time as a result of U.S. Public Law 94-142, he and his new classmates must resolve their initial apprehensions about mainstreaming.

	ISBN: 0064430413

Through Grandpa's Eyes

by Patricia MacLachlan
	On John's visits to Grandpa's house, his blind grandfather shares with him the special way he sees and moves in the world.

	ISBN: 0688122701 Rolling Harvey Down the Hill by Jack Prelutsky
	A collection of humorous poems about the narrator's four friends, one of whom is the obnoxious Harvey.


	ISBN: 0064431886

Let's Be Enemies by Janice May Udry

	James and John are best friends -- or at least they used to be. They shared pretzels, umbrellas, and even chicken pox. Now James always wants to be boss, and John doesn't want to be friends anymore.

	ISBN: 0689810059

Henry and Mudge by Cynthia Rylant
	Henry, feeling lonely on a street without any other children, finds companionship and love in a big dog named Mudge.

	ISBN: 0064405710

Crazy Lady! by Jane Leslie Conly
	As he tries to come to terms with his mother's death, Vernon finds solace in his growing relationship with the neighborhood outcasts, an alcoholic and her retarded son.

	ISBN: 0698119428

What's the Matter with Herbie Jones? by Suzy Kline
	The first story in this popular series.

	ISBN: 0394805712

The Kid in the Red Jacket by Barbara Park

	When ten-year-old Howard has to move with his family to a distant state, he is forced to live on a street named Chester Pewe, adjust to a new school, and get used to being shadowed by the little girl in a nearby house.

	ISBN: 0440479002

The Sign of the Beaver

by Elizabeth George Speare
	Left alone to guard the family's wilderness home in eighteenth-century Maine, a boy is hard-pressed to survive until local Indians teach him their skills.

	ISBN: 0060263857

Charlotte's Web by E. B. White
	Some pig! These words that Charlotte spins into her web to describe Wilbur cause plenty of excitement, and ultimately, help save his life.

	ISBN: 0395199727

George and Martha by James Marshall
	This is the first book in a series.  Though their friendship is often tested, George and Martha survive with a sense of humor.

	ISBN: 014031010X

Rabbit Hill by Robert Lawson
	New folks are coming to live in the Big House. The animals of Rabbit Hill wonder if they will plant a garden and thus be good providers.

	ISBN: 006440238X

Taste of Blackberries by Doris Buchanan Smith
	Jamie isn't afraid of anything. Always ready to get into trouble, then right back out of it, he's a fun and exasperating best friend.

	ISBN: 0689710682

Mrs. Frisby and the Rats of NIMH by Robert C. O'Brien
	Having no one to help her with her problems, a widowed mouse visits the rats whose former imprisonment in a laboratory made them wise and long lived.

	ISBN: 0140389644

Friendship by Mildred D. Taylor
	Four children witness a confrontation between an elderly black man and a white storekeeper in rural Mississippi in the 1930s.


	ISBN: 0439899591

Owen & Mzee: The Language of Friendship by Isabella Hatkoff

	Owen and Mzee are perhaps nature's most endearing odd couple. Owen is an orphaned baby hippo; his real-life best friend, Mzee, is a 130-year-old giant turtle. Having made their debut in 2006's hit photo-essay Owen & Mzee: The True Story of a Remarkable Friendship, the pair return in a cute follow-up that shows how their unlikely friendship flourished during the subsequent year.

	ISBN: 0440227534

Number the Stars by Lois Lowry
	In 1943, during the German occupation of Denmark, ten-year-old Annemarie learns how to be brave and courageous when she helps shelter her Jewish friend from the Nazis.

	ISBN: 0142406333

Friendship According to Humphrey by Betty G. Birney
	When Humphrey the hamster returns to Mrs. Brisbane's class after the winter break, a new class pet and some other surprises give him an opportunity to reflect on the meaning of friendship.

	ISBN: 0763616052

Because of Winn-Dixie by Kate DiCamillo

	The summer ten-year-old Opal and her father move to Naomi, Florida, is the same summer Opal adopts Winn-Dixie, the scrappy dog abandoned in the town grocery store. Her canine pal, with a lively spirit matching its new owner, accompanies Opal as she meets new people.

	ISBN: 031611488X

The Gift of Nothing by Patrick McDonnell

	Mooch the cat desperately wants to find a gift for his friend Earl the dog, but Earl already has everything. "What do you give a guy who has everything?" Mooch wonders. The answer, of course, is nothing!

	ISBN: 0688132855

Little Blue and Little Yellow by Leo Lionni
	Little blue spot and a little yellow spot are best friends, and when they hug each other they become green.

	ISBN: 0618755039

Ollie by Olivier Dunrea
	Ollie is an egg that does not want to hatch until Gossie and Gertie sit on him and use reverse psychology.

	ISBN: 0590353403

Harry Potter and the Sorcerer's by J. K. Rowling
	Rescued from the outrageous neglect of his aunt and uncle, a young boy with a great destiny proves his worth and meets new friends while attending Hogwarts School for Witchcraft and Wizardry.

	ISBN: 0152052607

The Hundred Dresses by Eleanor Estes
	Wanda Petronski, a little Polish girl in an American school, is laughed at because she always wears a faded blue dress, until her classmates learn a lesson.

	ISBN: 0688147321

Chrysanthemum by Kevin Henkes
	Chrysanthemum loves her name, until she starts going to school and the other children make fun of it.

	ISBN: 0763625892

The Miraculous Journey of Edward Tulane by Kate DiCamillo
	It all starts simply: A china rabbit, a house, and a girl. And then one day, the rabbit, who is named Edward Tulane, disappears and begins a miraculous journey.


