	HIGHLAND PARK ELEMENTARY SCHOOL  
MATTERS OF THE HAWKS
HOME OF THE HAWKS  |  November 2026 EDITION  |  VOL. 1 ISSUE 3



	Message from Principal Kelly’s Desk
Happy November, Highland Park Families!
As we enter November, I find myself reflecting on just how much we have to be thankful for at Highland Park! Our students continue to amaze me with their curiosity, kindness, and enthusiasm for learning. Each day, I see examples of what makes our school such a special place, students supporting one another, teachers creating meaningful learning experiences, and families working alongside us to help every child succeed.
Our teachers are continuing to focus on student growth, using data to celebrate successes and provide the support and challenges each student needs. We are also working to build a school community where every student feels valued, connected, and proud to be a Highland Park Hawk. Through our House System, schoolwide affirmations, and opportunities for students to learn and grow together, we are putting our belief that Every Moment Matters and Every Student Counts into action!
During this season of gratitude, I want to express how thankful I am for our dedicated staff, wonderful students, and supportive families. It is truly a privilege to serve as your principal, and I am excited about all that lies ahead for Highland Park.
Wishing you and your families a wonderful November and a Happy Thanksgiving!
With gratitude, Laura Kelly, Ed.S.
	★ Hawk Reminder: Arrival & Dismissal
School doors open at 6:50 AM. School officially begins at 7:15 AM. Please ensure student drop-off follows the designated directions for safety.


Conversation starters T-shirts for sale $10.00

· [image: ]What made you smile today?
· How did you help someone today? 
· What’s one thing you learned that surprised you?
· What are you looking forward to tomorrow?
· What do you wish you learned more about?
[image: Laugh emoji icon set, generic laughing face emoticon symbols for LOL reactions, funny messages, social media, chat apps, and online communication][image: Laugh emoji icon set, generic laughing face emoticon symbols for LOL reactions, funny messages, social media, chat apps, and online communication]Riddle of the Month: “Why did the Turkey join the School Band?” Let Mrs. Kelly know your correct answer and receive a bookmark! Last Month’s Riddle: “How did the scarecrow receive an award?”
He was outstanding in his field!!!!


	HAWK DATES
• Nov. 11: Veteran’s Day
• Nov. 12: Blaze Pizza Night (5-8pm)
• Nov. 24: Turkey Bowl 
         (Student vs. Staff Flag Football Game)
• Nov. 25: NO School 
• Nov. 26: Thanksgiving NO School
• Nov. 27: NO School
──────────────────
HAWKS OF THE MONTH
Recognizing students who show the character Traits of the Week!
Week 13: “I make a positive difference.”
Week 14: “I settle my differences peacefully.”
Week 15: “I am brave enough to try.”
Week 16: “Thanksgiving Affirmation.”
──────────────────
November Family Challenge
This month, I encourage every family to spend at least 15 minutes each evening reading together. Whether your child reads to you, you read to your child, or you enjoy a book together, these small moments make a BIG difference! Take a few minutes to ask your child what they learned at school and celebrate something they are proud of. Together, we can build strong readers, confident learners, and a lifelong love of learning!
[image: ]PTA & Volunteers
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Classroom News


[image: ][image: ]4thGrade: In Math, we are learning long division and getting into shape with geometry. In Virginia Studies, we will finish our learning about Colonial Virginia and begin learning about the American Revolution. In science, we're diving into ocean exploration, while literacy takes us into the fascinating world of animal defense mechanisms! We'll be writing to both inform and entertain.

5th Grade: In math we are continuing our fraction and decimal unit moving into order of operations. 

Our scientists are investigating light and light waves. 

In Reading we are studying biodiversity in the rainforest.

💙💚

💚💙

Community partners have visited classrooms to share what they are doing to make Roanoke better. The kids are excited to brainstorm ways they can contribute to our community.


[image: Circular Black and White Illustration Mountains, Autumn Leaves, Tree ...][image: Macy's Parade | Acceptd][image: In the Rainforest Fauna - Six Hand Drawn Clipart Elements of Rainforest ...][image: ][image: ]Kindergarten: We will be exploring informational and fictional texts to understand weather around the world. In math we are working on patterns, counting to 30, and comparing quantities. 


2ndGrade: We are working on reading and writing words with or and ar. We are learning more about fossils in Language arts. In math, we are practicing automaticity with our math facts. 

3rd Grade: We are practicing the foundational skills of multiplication and division! We are also learning about frogs and creating porquoi tales (fictional stories) to go along with our unit. In science, we are studying Ancient Egypt 
and China. 


Pre-K: We will dive into Theme 4: Compare and Contrast. Within this theme, we will explore all the characteristics of living and nonliving things, stories with plots that are alike, explore the differences between real and make-believe, and organize their thinking by focusing on opposites. Please continue to look out for our weekly updates to expand your child’s thinking at home!


1st Grade: We are excited to read Balloons Over Broadway and learn about the magic of the Macy's Thanksgiving Day Parade! We will use our creativity and imagination to design and create our very own balloons for our annual First Grade Hawks Thanksgiving Parade. Get ready for a fun-filled celebration!


Every Moment Matters
💚
Every Student Counts

PreK is off to a great start to the year! Over the next few weeks, we will be learning about My School and classroom routines, My Body and how they are awesome, My Senses and how all 5 help us gather information, and My Feelings and how each emotion is recognized and supported.
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