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Office of Family and Community Engagement
Parent Leadership in Action Mini-Grant Program
2026–2027 School Year  |  Program Guidelines & Application Instructions
	At a glance: Parent organizations of record may request up to $1,000 for a project that benefits their school community. Applications are accepted all year and are due on the 15th of each month. Decisions are shared within 10 business days. Projects must be completed during the 2026–27 school year.


  1. Purpose
Parents and families are a school’s strongest partners. The Parent Leadership in Action Mini-Grant Program puts resources directly in the hands of DPSCD parent organizations so they can bring their own good ideas to life, whether that is a family literacy night, a community festival, a teacher appreciation week, a school garden, a workshop for parents, or a new way to welcome families into the building.
The program’s goals are to:
1. Strengthen partnerships among families, students, teachers, and school leaders.
1. Increase meaningful family engagement in student learning and school life.
1. Support parent leadership and give parent groups experience planning and managing a project.
1. Celebrate and support students, families, and staff in every DPSCD school community.
  2. Who May Apply
Applications must be submitted by the parent organization of record at a DPSCD school (for example, the school’s PTA, PTO, or recognized parent group on file with the school and district). Individual parents, outside organizations, and school staff may not apply on their own, but they are welcome to partner with the parent organization.
1. One parent organization per school may apply.
1. A school’s parent organization may receive up to two (2) awards per school year, with a combined maximum of $2,000. Priority goes to schools that have not yet received an award this year.
1. Organizations with an open grant must submit the Final Report for that grant before a second award is released.
  3. Funding Criteria
To be considered, every proposal must meet ALL of the following required criteria:
	1
	Benefits the school community. The project directly benefits children, parents, students, and/or teachers in your specific school community.

	2
	Principal approval. The principal has reviewed the project idea and signed the application.

	3
	Completed in 2026–27. All project activities and spending happen during the 2026–27 school year, before the last day of school.

	4
	Clear idea and expected outcomes. The application clearly describes what you will do and what difference it will make (the expected outcomes), plus how you will know it worked.

	5
	Realistic budget. The request is $1,000 or less, every cost is listed, and all costs are allowable (see Section 5).

	6
	Open and inclusive. The project is open to all eligible members of the school community, without regard to race, religion, national origin, disability, gender, or ability to pay, and follows DPSCD policies.


  4. Project Ideas
	Be creative! We want to hear YOUR ideas. The best projects often come from parents who know their school community best. Think about what would excite your families, students, and teachers, and do not be afraid to try something new, fun, or different. The examples below are only a starting point.


Here are examples to spark ideas (you are not limited to these):
	Family Learning: literacy or math nights, STEM family events, homework help workshops, reading challenges
	Parent Leadership & Education: workshops on attendance, college and career readiness, technology, or understanding report cards

	Student Support & Recognition: attendance incentives, honor roll celebrations, student showcases, school supply drives
	Teacher & Staff Appreciation: appreciation weeks, classroom wish-list support, staff wellness activities

	Welcoming School Climate: family welcome centers, cultural celebrations, back-to-school events, translated welcome materials
	Health, Wellness & Environment: school gardens, campus beautification, family fitness or nutrition events

	Family & Community Events: family fun nights, community block parties, game nights, movie nights, family field days, neighborhood clean-ups, cultural festivals, partnerships with local businesses and organizations
	Your Creative Idea! Something new your school has never tried? A twist on a favorite tradition? A project only your community could dream up? We want to see it.


  5. How Funds May Be Used
	Allowable costs (examples)
	Not allowable

	1. Supplies and materials (books, art supplies, garden tools)
1. Printing, flyers, and promotion
1. Healthy food and refreshments for family events (generally no more than 25% of the request)
1. Guest presenters or facilitators from approved vendors
1. Small incentives and recognition items for participants
1. Interpretation or translation services and childcare for parent events
1. Event rentals (tables, tents, sound equipment)
	1. Cash, gift cards, or cash-equivalent prizes
1. Payments or stipends to the applicants, their family members, or school staff
1. Alcohol, tobacco, or any illegal items
1. Fundraising events or political/religious activities
1. Out-of-state travel or overnight trips
1. Permanent building changes or installed equipment without facilities approval
1. Costs already paid by the school or district budget (grant funds must add to, not replace, existing support)
1. Purchases made before the award notice


Note: Funds are released according to DPSCD fiscal procedures (for example, direct district purchase or reimbursement with itemized receipts). Your award letter will explain the exact process for your school.
  6. Deadlines & Decision Dates
Applications are accepted on a rolling basis. Submit by 11:59 p.m. on the 15th of any month to be reviewed in that month’s cycle. Apply at least 30 days before your planned activity whenever possible.
	Review Cycle
	Application Due
	Decision Shared By

	October
	Thu, Oct 15, 2026
	Thu, Oct 29, 2026

	November
	Mon, Nov 16, 2026*
	Wed, Dec 2, 2026

	December
	Tue, Dec 15, 2026
	Tue, Jan 12, 2027

	January
	Fri, Jan 15, 2027
	Mon, Feb 1, 2027

	February
	Tue, Feb 16, 2027*
	Tue, Mar 2, 2027

	March
	Mon, Mar 15, 2027
	Mon, Mar 29, 2027

	April
	Thu, Apr 15, 2027
	Thu, Apr 29, 2027

	May (final cycle)
	Mon, May 17, 2027*
	Tue, Jun 1, 2027


* When the 15th falls on a weekend or holiday, applications are due the next business day. Decision dates count 10 business days and skip district holidays and breaks; dates may shift slightly to match the official 2026–27 DPSCD calendar. May applications should be for short, end-of-year projects that can be fully completed before the last day of school.
  7. How to Apply: Step by Step
1. Step 1 – Meet as a parent group. Talk about what your school community needs and agree on one project idea. Record the vote or agreement in your meeting minutes.
1. Step 2 – Talk with your principal. Share the idea early. The principal must sign the application to confirm support and that the activity fits the school calendar and space.
1. Step 3 – Complete the application. Fill out every section, including expected outcomes, the action plan, and the budget. Keep answers short and clear; bullet points are fine.
1. Step 4 – Collect signatures. The parent organization president (or chair), the treasurer (or second officer), and the principal all sign.
1. Step 5 – Submit by the 15th. Email the signed application (photos or scans are fine) to Destinee Williams at destinee.williams@detroitk12.org, or drop off a paper copy at 16164 Asbury Park, Detroit, MI 48235. Questions? Call the Office of Family and Community Engagement at 313-873-7490. You will receive a confirmation within 2 business days.
1. Step 6 – Receive your decision. You will be notified within 10 business days. Applications may be approved, approved with changes, or returned with feedback so you can revise and reapply in a later month.
  8. How Proposals Are Reviewed
A review committee of Office of Family and Community Engagement staff and parent representatives will first confirm that the required criteria in Section 3 are met. Eligible proposals are then scored using the rubric below (30 points possible). Proposals scoring 21 or higher are recommended for funding, subject to available funds.
	Area
	What reviewers look for
	Points

	Need & Benefit
	Explains why the project matters to this school and who will benefit.
	5

	Clear Idea & Outcomes
	The project is easy to understand; expected outcomes are specific and realistic.
	5

	Family Engagement
	Parents are actively involved in planning and leading; the project reaches families who are often less involved.
	5

	Plan & Timeline
	Steps, dates, and responsible people are listed; the plan can be completed this school year.
	5

	Budget & Measurement
	Costs are reasonable and allowable; the group has a simple way to measure results (sign-ins, surveys, photos).
	5

	Creativity & Originality
	The idea is fresh, imaginative, or a new twist on a familiar activity, and it reflects the unique interests and culture of the school community.
	5

	Total
	
	30


  9. If You Are Awarded
Grant recipients agree to:
1. Use funds only for the approved project and budget. Request any changes in writing before spending.
1. Keep all itemized receipts and turn them in according to the award letter.
1. Follow DPSCD policies, including volunteer clearance, building use, food safety, and photo/media permission rules.
1. Recognize the program on flyers and materials: “Supported by a DPSCD Parent Leadership in Action Mini-Grant.”
1. Complete the one-page Final Report (included with the application) within 30 days of finishing the project, along with receipts, sign-in sheets, and 2–3 photos if available.
1. Return any unspent funds, and allow district staff to visit or attend the project.
  10. Frequently Asked Questions
Can we ask for less than $1,000? Yes. Requests of any amount up to $1,000 are welcome, and smaller requests are often easier to plan.
What if we miss the 15th? Your application will be reviewed in the next month’s cycle.
Can two schools work together? Yes. Each school’s parent organization submits its own application and principal signature, and both applications should describe the partnership.
Do we need a bank account? Not necessarily. Many purchases can be made through the school or district. Your award letter will explain how funds will be handled.
Our application was not funded. Can we try again? Yes. You will receive feedback, and you may revise and resubmit in a future month.
Can I get help filling out the application? Yes. Contact the program office below for help, including help in another language.
  11. Questions & Help
	Office of Family and Community Engagement
Contact: Destinee Williams, Parent Leadership in Action Mini-Grant Program
Email: destinee.williams@detroitk12.org
Phone: 313-873-7490
Drop-off / Mailing: 16164 Asbury Park, Detroit, MI 48235
Application assistance and interpretation are available upon request.
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