💙💚 MATTERS OF THE HAWKS 💚💙
Week of November 9, 2026
Every Moment Matters • Every Student Counts

📊 PLCs — Data Dive & Grading Expectations
This week's PLCs will focus on data analysis, student grades, and instructional expectations.
Please ensure your data sheets, gradebook, and PlanBook are updated weekly. Consistent documentation allows us to identify student needs, celebrate growth, and make swift, intentional adjustments to instruction.
🛡️ Safety First — Student Supervision
A gentle but important reminder that students must be supervised at all times. Please be especially mindful during recess and other less structured times, when behavioral incidents and safety concerns are more likely to happen. (We have had several incidences occur over the past couple of weeks)
Please do not send students into the hallway for disciplinary reasons or to complete make-up work without supervision. I have personally experienced situations where a student left an area without the teacher's knowledge or a behavioral incident occurred that resulted in a student being injured. Student safety is always our highest priority, and preventing an avoidable situation is our ultimate goal every day!

📅 Upcoming Events
Hawk of the Week — Week 14 ​"I settle my differences with others peacefully!"​
Wednesday, November 11 — Veterans Day – Full Faculty Meeting — 2:30 p.m.
· Please let me know if you or a family member have served in the Armed Forces. We would love to recognize our Highland Park military families!
· If you have a photograph you would like to share for a hallway display, please bring it in.
· If you would like to ask students to bring pictures of family members who have served, we could add them to the display.
Thursday, November 12
· Mary-Elizabeth will be out of the building on a field trip.
Looking Ahead — Next Week
· Tuesday, November 17: Principals' Meeting
· Wednesday–Friday, November 18–20: Laura will be out attending the Recently Appointed Administrators' Meeting.
🏈 Turkey Bowl & House Spirit!
Get ready for some friendly HOUSE competition!
Tuesday, November 24 — Turkey Bowl! Our Houses will compete in flag football games to celebrate teamwork, sportsmanship, and school spirit!
At our faculty meeting, please come prepared to discuss the possibility of holding a Pep Rally on Monday, November 23, from 1:00–1:30 p.m.
I want to remain mindful of protecting instructional time, but I also recognize that our short Thanksgiving week may be the perfect opportunity to strengthen relationships and build community across our Houses.

🏫 From Central Office
🌎 Social Studies — Teaching Thanksgiving with Cultural Awareness
As we approach Thanksgiving, please review this resource for thoughtful, culturally responsive approaches to teaching about the holiday.
📎 Teaching Thanksgiving with Cultural Awareness (PDF)
💻 Instructional Technology — November CTRL+ALT+TEACH
The November technology newsletter is packed with practical ideas and resources, including:
· Creative Canva activities and templates
· A quick Wayground Word Cloud activity
· BrainPOP AI literacy resources
· Ideas for December's Computer Science Education Week
· Teacher spotlights highlighting innovative ways to engage students through technology
📎 Read the November CTRL+ALT+TEACH Newsletter
🦃 Thanksgiving Lunch — November 17
RCPS will serve its annual Thanksgiving meal on Tuesday, November 17. 
The traditional holiday menu includes roasted turkey with stuffing, sides, cranberry sauce, and a fresh-baked chocolate chunk cookie.
Adult meals are $5.25 and include tea or milk.

💙💚 A Final Hawk Thought
As we move into this season of gratitude, I want to thank each of you for the countless ways you support our students and one another. Whether it is a kind word, an extra moment of patience, or an engaging lesson, your efforts make a difference every single day.
Thank you for making Highland Park a place where Every Moment Matters and Every Student Counts!
Have a wonderful week!
What a BLAST last week was!  Thank you all for your Red Ribbon Spirit!

Please see the attached PDF for live links in the Matters of the Hawks!
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