FAQ For Washington DC Trip Informational Meeting

Q	When is the trip?
A	Friday, Feb 18th – Monday, Feb 21st  2028 (4 days and 3 nights). Monday is President’s Day- no school missed!

Q	How many kids go on this trip?
A	In order to maximize the efficiency of the trip I have set a cap of 200 students.  We will likely hit the limit before the deadline so register NOW!  If you register later, you will be put on a no-risk waitlist.  

Q	Why should I send my child on this trip?
A	This really is a once in a lifetime educational opportunity.  Your child is at the perfect age to really appreciate the amazing things there are to see and do at our nation’s capital.  They will get to see a plethora of things in person that they can only talk about in the classroom.  The memories the students make on this trip will last a lifetime. This trip is also a huge opportunity for growth in maturity, responsibility & confidence. Students will be traveling and learning in a way they never have before and will grow so much in just 4 days. 

Q	How much does the trip cost?
A	The cost is significant but is all inclusive-- $2249 is this year’s price. Right now the early registration price takes off $100 and you get an additional $100 off if you register within 7 days of our meeting taking you to $2049. The price adjustments happen after that window closes.  
This price includes airfare, 3 nights in a hotel (typically 3-4 star), all meals during the trip, bus fees, tour guide fees, admission fees, etc.   The only thing your child would need to bring money for is souvenirs J. 

Q	When do I need to register by & why register now?
A	The sooner you sign up, the lower the price! Once we reach 200 students, we will move to a waitlist. I would register as soon as possible to beat that cap & lock in a lower price.  Registering now also allows you to set up a payment plan to more easily pay off the balance before the trip, gives time for your child to participate in the optional fundraisers opportunities next Fall, and locks you in at the lower rate.  
The $49 deposit locks you in & is part of the total cost.

Q	What schools at HSE go on this trip?
A	The other junior high schools in the district (HIJH, FJH & RJH) run a similar trip program through the same company at different times during the school year. I personally will be planning, organizing, and running the trip for FCJH. We will be traveling as one giant group, with a few exceptions to accommodate our ever-busy itineraries (i.e. different flights, reservation times).

Q	How do I register?
A	Online at www.worldstrides.com/signup with Trip ID: 231277 OR by phone 800-468-5899.

Q	How can I get help with the cost of the trip?
A	Mrs. Davis does a fundraiser in the Fall selling car wash tickets. Previous students have raised over half the price of the trip doing the fundraiser.  There is also scholarship and grant programs set up through the Worldstrides tour company.  Visit their website at https://fundraising.worldstrides.com/ to find out more about their “FLAG” and “Helping Hands” Scholarship programs.

Q	Who is in charge of trip and who chaperones?
A	Sarah Davis, an 8th grade FCJH English teacher, is trip organizer. She has been part of this trip since 2013 and has taken over a thousand HSE students on this trip. She has also been a Director for the Camp T trip since 2009.  The trip is chaperoned by FCJH Teachers personally selected by Mrs. Davis to maximize the fun, education, and safety of the trip.  The “Power Team,” as she likes to call them, have been known to get hundreds of 13- & 14-year-olds safely through airport security in under 30 minutes without breaking a sweat J

Q	Why Worldstrides?
A	Worldstrides is one of the oldest student tour companies in the nation.  They have proven to me on multiple occasions that the student’s safety is their number one primary concern.  With a 24-hour emergency hotline, on-call doctor, and night-time chaperones Worldstrides really does have your child’s best interest at heart.  

Q	What kind of things will my child see in Washington D.C.?
A	Without the resources of personal bus drivers, tour directors and prearranged reservations it would be nearly impossible to see everything in this trip on your own.  Some of the typical sites we see and visit are:  The White House, Capitol Building, George Washington’s House in Mt. Vernon, Arlington National Cemetery (Changing of the Guard & Wreath Laying Ceremony), Ford’s Theatre, Pentagon Memorial, Holocaust Museum, several Smithsonian Museums, National Archives & Portrait Gallery, Lincoln Memorial, Capitol Wheel at the National Harbor, Jefferson Memorial, Iowa Jima Memorial, Vietnam Memorial, Korean Memorial, National Zoo, the top of the Washington Monument. . . and the list goes on!!!

Q	What kind of food do the kids eat?
A	Breakfast is a buffet provided by the hotel. Lunches are done with a meal ticket at food courts that offer the students about a dozen different places to choose a standard meal with a drink. For dinner we visit buffet style restaurants to offer students an all-you-can-eat opportunity. We can accommodate food allergies and restrictions. 

Q	What are the hotel accommodations like?
A	Our hotel varies from year to year, but they’re always 3-4 star facilities that are used to hosting large student groups.  Students get to choose their roommates (I know how important that is to them J) with 4 students to a room. They don’t pick roommates until the November before the trip.  
FCJH chaperones do Night Checks & Morning Wakeups for every room. Worldstrides Night Chaperones are awake in the halls all night long to make sure no one leaves their room & to help students in an emergency.

Q	Should I pay for the “Full Refund Program”?
A	This optional trip insurance is offered by Worldstrides at registration.  With the trip cost being so significant, I hate to recommend anything that would require you to pay more.  The program adds additional $279 to the cost of the trip.  Most people that buy the insurance never end up needing it.  However, every year without failure I have a student that gets the stomach flu or breaks a leg at hockey the day before the trip and can’t go.  So, if you can afford the extra cost, I would recommend it. 

Q	How can I get updates on the trip?
A	When you register with Worldstrides they will use that email for all communication about trip payments, deadlines & eventually flights. Please sign in at the parent meeting with your email address. I’ll communicate updates from me & save the dates through ParentSquare.  

Q	What if I have further questions?
A	For any other general questions about the FCJH trip contact Sarah Davis  sdavis@hse.k12.in.us. For questions about your payments or balance contact Worldstrides at 1-800-468-5899.
