🏫 FIELD ELEMENTARY SCHOOL | ANNUAL FUND FAQ
🗓️ School Year 2026–2027

💡 1. What is the Annual Fund?
Field Elementary’s Annual Fund helps bridge the gap between California public school funding and the actual costs of supporting our unique, schoolwide 90:10 Mandarin Dual Language Immersion Program (DLIP) and additional school site needs.
Led entirely by parent volunteers, the Annual Fund focuses primarily on raising funds for supplemental staffing positions and programmatic needs that enhance our students’ educational experience. The PTA separately raises funds for school enrichment, activities, and community-building initiatives. While each group has its own fundraising priorities, both collaborate to coordinate activities and maximize support for our Field Elementary community.
Last year, our Field community raised over $265,000 through the Annual Fund, with 54% family participation! Together, we can build on this success and continue investing in the resources that make Field special.

💰 2. What does the Annual Fund pay for?
Annual Fund contributions help provide supplemental staffing and resources that support our students, teachers, and school community beyond what public school funding alone can provide. Based on anticipated school needs, funds raised this year are expected to support the following positions:
· Instructional Coach
· Bilingual Instructional Aide
Note: Funds raised during last school year (2025–2026) support the current 2026–2027 school year. Donations collected this school year (2026–2027) will help fund staffing and programmatic needs for the 2027–2028 school year. In previous years, Annual Fund contributions have helped support instructional coaches, instructional aides, PE teachers, Mandarin curriculum specialists, and behavior aides.

📅 3. What fundraising events do the Annual Fund organize?
During the 2026-27 school year, the Annual Fund is planning two primary fundraising initiatives:
1. Direct-Ask Campaign: Our largest fundraising effort will take place over four weeks, from November 16th through December 15th, leading up to Field’s Winter Performance. During this time, we invite Field families, friends, and community supporters to make a donation toward our school’s staffing and programmatic needs.
2. Spring Community Event: We’re also planning a second event later in the school year (date TBD) that will bring our Field community together to connect, celebrate, and support our school.
Donations are always welcome throughout the year, not just during our fundraising campaigns!

🎯 4. How much should I give during the Direct-Ask campaign and why is the suggested donation $888 per student?
To continue providing the supplemental staffing and resources that make Field special, our goal is to raise at least $188,000 during the Direct-Ask Campaign. To help reach this goal, we are suggesting a donation of $888 per student, while striving for 100% family participation. The suggested amount reflects the contributions needed from our Field families and community to collectively achieve our fundraising goal.
We recognize that every family's circumstances are different, and every contribution, regardless of amount, makes a difference. Monthly recurring donations are also available. For comparison, here are the suggested donations at other regional Mandarin immersion schools:
	🏫 School
	🧧 Suggested Donation

	Field Elementary 90:10 Mandarin Immersion (PUSD)
	$888 per student

	Braddock Elementary 50:50 Mandarin Immersion (LAUSD)
	$1,950 per student

	Broadway Elementary 50:50 Mandarin Immersion (LAUSD)
	$1,950 per student



🛡️ 5. Is my donation tax-deductible?
Yes. Annual Fund donations are processed and held by the Pasadena Educational Foundation (PEF), a 501(c)(3) nonprofit organization (Tax ID 23-7149451) that supports PUSD schools.

🎁 6. Are there any donation incentives during our Direct-Ask Campaign?
Yes! To thank our families and community partners for their generosity, we are offering the following recognition opportunities. Fifth-grade families are also eligible for special recognition to celebrate their students’ final year at Field and leave a lasting legacy!
	🏅 Level Tier
	🎒 All Grades Perks (Pre-K – 5th)
	🎓 Additional 5th Grade Recognition

	$888 & up
	Yearbook recognition + Field magnet
	¼ page yearbook recognition + student’s name on the 2026-27 5th Grade Legacy Plaque

	$1,888 & up
	Previous incentives + commemorative wall tile designed by your child
	½ page yearbook recognition + student’s name on the 2026-27 5th Grade Legacy Plaque

	$2,888 & up
	Previous incentives + 2026-27 Field yearbook
	Full page yearbook recognition + student’s name on the 2026-27 5th Grade Legacy Plaque

	$1,500 & up (Corp.)
	Business shout-out + PDF flyer in weekly Principal's email + yearbook recognition
	N/A

	$3,000 & up (Corp.)
	Previous corporate incentives + marketing message on school marquee for two weeks
	N/A



💳 7. How can I donate?
Donations can be made online at www.fieldaf.com using a credit card or electronic bank transfer (ACH). We encourage ACH donations when possible, as they reduce processing fees and allow more of your contribution to directly support Field. You may also donate in person through an Annual Fund volunteer on campus using Square.

🏢 8. What is an employer-matching gift?
Many employers offer matching gift programs that can double or even triple your donation at no additional cost to you! Check with your employer's HR or Benefits department to see if your company participates.
When requesting a match, please designate Pasadena Educational Foundation (Tax ID: 23-7149451) as the recipient and specify the gift designation as follows: “Field Elementary Annual Fund and [Child’s Name]”.
Last year, Field received over $25,000 in employer-matching gifts! This is a great way to increase the impact of your contribution.

✨ 9. What is so special about our 90:10 immersion model, and why does it cost more?
Field's unique 90:10 Mandarin Dual Language Immersion Program provides students with intensive Mandarin language instruction beginning in the early grades, building a strong foundation for bilingualism and biliteracy.
Supporting this specialized educational model requires additional resources beyond what standard public school funding provides. Annual Fund contributions help support supplemental staffing, including instructional coaches, instructional aides, and other positions that strengthen classroom instruction and help our students thrive.

❤️ Thank You for Supporting Field!
Field Elementary is special because of our dedicated teachers, engaged families, and strong school community. Every contribution, big or small, makes a meaningful difference in our students’ educational experience.
🔗 Ready to make a difference? Donate today at www.fieldaf.com
📧 Have Questions? Please reach out to this year’s Annual Fund Chair, Marvin SooHoo, at fieldelementaryaf@gmail.com.

