VIRGIN ISLANDS DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION
State Office of Bilingual Education
Cognates and Vocabulary Connections
English and Spanish Cognates
In classroom instruction, cognates are words with similar forms and meanings across languages. Use familiar words to help students understand English vocabulary. Spelling and pronunciation may differ.
	English
	Spanish

	Animal
	Animal

	Artist
	Artista

	Class
	Clase

	Community
	Comunidad

	Culture
	Cultura

	Different
	Diferente

	Education
	Educación

	Family
	Familia

	Important
	Importante

	Information
	Información

	Music
	Música

	Natural
	Natural

	Ocean
	Océano

	Participation
	Participación

	Planet
	Planeta

	Problem
	Problema

	Project
	Proyecto

	Respect
	Respeto

	Student
	Estudiante

	Vocabulary
	Vocabulario


Island classroom connection. Invite students to notice a familiar word, explain its meaning, and use the English word in a sentence about life in St. Croix, St. Thomas, or St. John. For example: “Our community respects different cultures.”
Teacher reminder. Similar-looking words do not always share the same meaning. Check the meaning in context and model pronunciation. These pairs show shared meanings; some words have additional meanings or uses.
VIRGIN ISLANDS DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION
State Office of Bilingual Education
Cognates and Vocabulary Connections
English and Haitian Creole Cognates
In classroom instruction, cognates are words with similar forms and meanings across languages. Use familiar words to help students understand English vocabulary. Spelling and pronunciation may differ.
Haitian Creole is a distinct language with its own spelling and grammar. Many words have French origins and resemble related English words.
	English
	Haitian Creole

	Activity
	Aktivite

	Animal
	Animal

	Class
	Klas

	Community
	Kominote

	Culture
	Kilti

	Different
	Diferan

	Education
	Edikasyon

	Family
	Fanmi

	Important
	Enpòtan

	Information
	Enfòmasyon

	Music
	Mizik

	Natural
	Natirèl

	Ocean
	Oseyan

	Participation
	Patisipasyon

	Planet
	Planèt

	Problem
	Pwoblèm

	Project
	Pwojè

	Respect
	Respè

	Science
	Syans

	Vocabulary
	Vokabilè


Island classroom connection. Invite students to notice a familiar word, explain its meaning, and use the English word in a sentence about life in St. Croix, St. Thomas, or St. John. For example: “Our community respects different cultures.”
Teacher reminder. Similar-looking words do not always share the same meaning. Check the meaning in context and model pronunciation. These pairs show shared meanings; some words have additional meanings or uses.
VIRGIN ISLANDS DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION
State Office of Bilingual Education
Cognates and Vocabulary Connections
English and French Cognates
In classroom instruction, cognates are words with similar forms and meanings across languages. Use familiar words to help students understand English vocabulary. Spelling and pronunciation may differ.
	English
	French

	Activity
	Activité

	Animal
	Animal

	Artist
	Artiste

	Class
	Classe

	Community
	Communauté

	Culture
	Culture

	Different
	Différent

	Education
	Éducation

	Family
	Famille

	Important
	Important

	Information
	Information

	Music
	Musique

	Natural
	Naturel

	Ocean
	Océan

	Participation
	Participation

	Planet
	Planète

	Problem
	Problème

	Project
	Projet

	Respect
	Respect

	Vocabulary
	Vocabulaire


Island classroom connection. Invite students to notice a familiar word, explain its meaning, and use the English word in a sentence about life in St. Croix, St. Thomas, or St. John. For example: “Our community respects different cultures.”
Teacher reminder. Similar-looking words do not always share the same meaning. Check the meaning in context and model pronunciation. These pairs show shared meanings; some words have additional meanings or uses.
VIRGIN ISLANDS DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION
State Office of Bilingual Education
Cognates and Vocabulary Connections
English and Tagalog Cognates and Familiar Loanwords
Tagalog includes many words borrowed from Spanish and English. These familiar loanwords can help students connect vocabulary across languages, although they are not all cognates in the strict historical sense.
	English
	Tagalog

	Artist
	Artista

	Chocolate
	Tsokolate

	Class
	Klase

	Computer
	Kompyuter

	Doctor
	Doktor

	Education
	Edukasyon

	Family
	Pamilya

	Hospital
	Ospital

	Information
	Impormasyon

	Map
	Mapa

	Music
	Musika

	Number
	Numero

	Paper
	Papel

	Planet
	Planeta

	Problem
	Problema

	Project
	Proyekto

	Radio
	Radyo

	System
	Sistema

	Telephone
	Telepono

	Television
	Telebisyon


Island classroom connection. Invite students to notice a familiar word, explain its meaning, and use the English word in a sentence about life in St. Croix, St. Thomas, or St. John. For example: “Our community respects different cultures.”
Teacher reminder. Similar-looking words do not always share the same meaning. Check the meaning in context and model pronunciation. These pairs show shared meanings; some words have additional meanings or uses.
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