


Dear Parents and Families
Last week our schoolwide expectations were presented to all students through small-group, grade-level talks. During these presentations, students were introduced to and reminded of Russell’s core values of R.I.S.E.—Respect, Integrity, Safety, and Effort—and what these values look like in their daily choices, interactions, learning, and overall school experience.
Students were also presented with important expectations related to attendance and punctuality, behavior, keeping hands to themselves, electronics, dress code, safety, bullying prevention, academic accountability, and the connection between grades, attendance, behavior, and participation in school activities and events. 
Our goal is to create a safe, supportive, focused, and caring school community where every student feels included and has the opportunity to thrive.
Please know that this will not be a one-time presentation. These expectations will be frequently reviewed and reinforced throughout the school year to ensure consistency and provide students with continued guidance and support. By regularly emphasizing what it means to R.I.S.E., we hope to create a strong and consistent environment where all students understand what is expected of them and are supported in making positive choices.
Together, we will continue helping our students build positive habits, confidence, responsibility, and the skills they need to thrive throughout their middle school experience and prepare for what comes next. Thank you for your continued support and partnership.
Sincerely,
Ama Dei
Principal
Charles M. Russell Middle School of the Visual and Performing Arts 
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