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What is MYP at Desert Mountain?
The International Baccalaureate Middle Years Programme (MYP) is an academic program for ninth- and tenth-grade students at Desert Mountain High School. Students take high school courses taught through an approach that emphasizes deeper understanding, asking questions, and connecting learning to the world beyond the classroom.
Alongside learning subject content, students explore different perspectives, explain and support their thinking, conduct research, and apply what they learn to real situations. They also participate in community service and complete a Personal Project in tenth grade based on an interest they choose.
MYP helps students become thoughtful, independent learners and prepares them for the Diploma Programme (DP) in grades 11–12.
How are Honors, AP, and MYP/IB different?
All can provide academic rigor. Honors describes a course level; AP offers individual college-level courses; MYP and the IB DP programme provide a connected educational framework. An MYP course may also carry an Honors designation. The best choice depends on your student’s interests, preparation, and goals.
	Option
	What families should know

	Honors
	More challenging high school coursework, often with greater depth or pace. Honors alone does not include a national college-credit exam.

	Advanced Placement (AP)
	Students choose individual college-level subjects and may take AP exams. Qualifying scores may earn college credit or placement, depending on the college. AP exams are more content based (What students know)

	IB MYP/ DP 
	MYP develops inquiry, global perspectives, and learning skills across subjects. DP has a scope and sequence which combines six subjects with research, reflection, and creativity, activity, and service. Students’ complete coursework assessments and take IB exams, which may earn college credit or placement depending on their scores and college policies. IB exams are more performance based (Applying what students know).


Are Honors, AP, and IB classes weighted?
Yes. SUSD gives the same additional GPA weight to courses designated as Honors, AP, or IB. An A earns 5 points, a B earns 4, and a C earns 3. MYP students receive weighted grades in designated honors courses; enrollment in MYP does not make every course weighted.
What does a school within a school mean?
MYP students belong to a close academic community within Desert Mountain High School, sharing many classes and building connections with peers and teachers. As DMHS Wolves, they also participate in the larger school community through athletics, clubs, arts, electives, and school events. 
Will my student have time for extracurricular activities?
Yes. MYP and DP are designed to support a balanced life, including sports, performing arts, clubs, and other interests. Challenging coursework requires planning, consistent study habits, and effective time management, especially during busy seasons. Families should create a realistic schedule that allows time for schoolwork, activities, and downtime. Workload varies by student and course. 
What are MYP classes like?
MYP students take a combination of designated MYP classes and courses that include both MYP and non-MYP students. Designated MYP classes include English and history in ninth and tenth grades, as well as select Spanish courses. Other courses, particularly math and science, are based on students’ preparation and placement.
Shared classes allow students to build connections with peers throughout Desert Mountain while continuing to develop MYP learning skills. Teachers who teach MYP students are familiar with the IB philosophy and expectations through training, ongoing professional development, or both. They incorporate inquiry, critical thinking, real-world connections, and opportunities for reflection into their teaching. These practices support MYP learning in both designated MYP classes and classes shared with other students.
How does the homework load compare with non-MYP classes?
Workload varies by student and course. We often see that the transition from eighth grade to high school can be challenging for students with rigorous courses. During ninth and tenth grades, students begin to develop better time management, organization, and study skills as they become more independent learners. As these skills grow, students often find their workload more manageable and gain confidence in their ability to meet the expectations of the MYP course work. The adjustment takes time, and students benefit most when parents offer encouragement and guidance while helping them develop independence and accountability.
What support is available if my student struggles?
Students are encouraged to ask for help early and work with their teachers. Counselors can provide a list of tutors, tutoring is often available in the school library, and teachers often offer office hours for extra help.
Does joining MYP commit my student to the full IB Diploma?
No. Students may choose another academic pathway after 9th or 10th grade. MYP requires a one-year commitment; leaving at the semester may result in placement in non-honors courses, depending on availability and scheduling. Students apply separately to enter the Diploma Programme during their Sophomore year.
How can families learn more about MYP?
Families can request a campus tour at desertmountain.susd.org/tour and visit the DMHS MYP webpage for updates on student shadowing (an opportunity in November for students to experience MYP classes firsthand with an IB peer), parent information nights, and program news.
How does a student apply?
The MYP application typically opens in November, and applications are reviewed on a rolling basis as they are received. 
To apply, complete the MYP application on the DMHS MYP webpage and submit the requested academic records. Applicants should have mostly A’s and B’s in grades 7 and 8 and be academically well suited for the rigor of the MYP coursework. Students must be enrolled in SUSD. Families outside the district must also complete the SUSD Open Enrollment application at susd.org.
What are the benefits of IB and earning the IB Diploma?
The Diploma Programme offers Higher Level courses studied over two years, allowing students to explore subjects in greater depth. IB emphasizes rigorous learning, inquiry, collaboration, and a global perspective. Families should consult individual universities about admission and credit policies. Approximately 85% of DMHS students who complete the Diploma Programme earn the IB Diploma and college credit.
Are there additional costs?
There is a $35.00 program fee. Additional fees may apply to certain courses, materials, or activities. Families should also plan for IB exam fees if their student pursues the Diploma Programme in grades 11–12. 
How does a student earn the IB Diploma?
In grades 11–12, students complete six IB subjects, typically three at Higher Level (HL) and three at Standard Level (SL), plus Theory of Knowledge (TOK), the Extended Essay (an independent research paper), and Creativity, Activity, Service (CAS). Students complete coursework, internal assessments, and IB exams. Earning the Diploma requires at least 24 of 45 points and all IB passing conditions, including subject-score minimums and completion of the core. Passing school classes alone does not guarantee the IB Diploma.
Academic Pathway at a Glance
A foundation in grades 9–10 with course choices for grades 11–12
	Grade 9
MYP Year 1
	Grade 10
MYP Year 2
	Grade 11
Diploma Year 1
	Grade 12
Diploma Year 2

	MYP Honors English I
MYP Honors World History
Recommended math
Physics First or Honors Physics First
Language acquisition (Mandarin, French or Spanish)
Elective
	MYP Honors English II
MYP Honors AM/AZ History
Recommended math
Biology, Honors Biology, Chemistry, or Honors Chemistry
Language acquisition (Mandarin, French or Spanish)
Elective
+ Personal Project
	IB English HL 1
Second HL subject, Year 1
Third HL subject, Year 1
First SL subject
Second SL subject
Elective
	
IB English HL 2
Continue second HL
Continue third HL
Third SL subject or elective
 TOK 
+ Extended Essay and CAS are also a part of the Diploma program requirements.



HL provides greater depth and instructional time, typically over two years. SL has one year of instructional time. Students complete the six subjects and core across the two-year Diploma Programme. In addition, Students are expected to study their chosen language for four years. The world language studied must be new to them and not spoken at home.
Math Pathways
	Grade 8
	
	Grade 9
	
	Grade 10
	
	Grade 11
	
	Grade 12

	Pre-Algebra
	→
	Algebra
	→
	Geometry
	→
	Math SL Year 1 (Algebra II)
	→
	Math SL Year 2

	Algebra
	→
	Geometry
	→
	Algebra II
	→
	Math SL
	→
	AP Statistics

	Algebra
	→
	Geo Trig Honors
	→
	Algebra II Honors
	→
	Math HL I
	→
	Math HL II

	Geo Trig Honors
	→
	Algebra II Honors
	→
	MYP Math
	→
	Math HL II
	→
	Calc 3


These sample sequences reflect the supplied 2026–2027 DMHS pathway. Availability and placement may change. Confirm course selections with counselors and current teachers.

How to contact the MYP or IB Coordinator?
Email is the best way to reach either coordinator. Both coordinators teach in the morning and generally respond during the afternoon. Please allow up to two school days for a reply.
MYP Coordinator- Leanne DeFay/ LDeFay@susd.org
Diploma Coordinator- Laura Kamka/ LKamka@susd.org 
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