MRMS PTO Meeting Minutes 
Wednesday, September 16, 2024, 6:00pm-7:00pm 
MRMS Media Center 

Introductions
· Attendees: Kim Grant, Kristina K, Jenny, Lynn Belanger, Megan Strand, Chuck Strand, Melissa Kafka, Steve Wheeler, Jennifer Young Kristin Weber, Christa Antkowiak, Bridget Riesenberrg 

Review and Approval of 6/03/2026 Meeting Minutes: 
· Motion to approve by Megan S; seconded by Lynn B. 

Administration Report - Mr. Wheeler: 
· Received the bench for Mrs. Nystrom. Steve W. reports the materials are strong and will ensure the bench lasts 
· Mr. Wheeler inquired about the status of the bench plaque. Lynn will send the formatted wording provided by Jackie Rege to Frank who will create the plaque.
· Placement of the bench will be determined, with the goal of it being near the playground to act as a “buddy bench”. Date for a memorial has not been set, however it is being considered
· The new Fall Field day is scheduled for October 21st. Meeting with Melissa K. tomorrow to determine the volunteer involvement. The event will be pared down compared to spring with the goal of “play” being prominent
· Requested clarification on the payment for the annual fifth grade field trip to coast guard and Tree Trails.  The only cost will be for transportation - $532. Wheeler will pay this from his site budget as the PTO clarified they will be covering the additional annual field trip to Tree Trails. 
· Each grade has budgeted funding to cover their field trip opportunities. Melisssa K. reminded the meeting that the NESS grant covering thehte fourth grade trip will not include transportation costs this year
· Melissa K. mentioned the Tree Trails funding will increase due to four sections in fifth grade. 
· Meaghan Mckenney has lined up two authors (one geared toward k-2; one toward 3-5) to present to the community. See following fund requests for this event. 

New Business/Chair Report:
· Kona Ice Truck at BTS night was a success, PTO paid out $600 (including tip) for 143 students to participate.  
· Calendar Review: 
· Calendar remains unchanged
· Volunteers will be needed for assistance at events. Specifically Melissa K will post in parent square for sign-ups regarding the upcoming Book fair. 


· Review Fund Requests:
· Melissa K - $384: 80 sugar pumpkins and 80 apples from Whittled Farm for Kindergarten Fall Fun Day, October 22nd delivery. 
· Motion to approve by Megan S.; second by Kim G - request approved by board.
· Note: Whittles requests payment in person, can be made the week of the delivery, they will create an invoice once we make payment. 
· Melissa K - est’d $800: toward a 50 book minimum purchase required by author Michael Buckley for his presentation scheduled with 3-5 grade.  Each signed book costs $15.99. Melissa K. and Meaghan M. propose the purchasing website be made available in advance of the presentation for parents to purchase books ahead, whatever number of books is short of the 50 book minimum is covered by the PTO. Melissa K proposes the PTO purposefully purchases 2-3 copies for the library.  Books will be available for purchaser pick-up the day of the event. Also an option for purchasers to buy extra books for donation to students unable to buy. 
· Motion to approve (for the minimum book purchase) made by Megan S, second by Lynn B: Board approved.  
· Nomination Committee:
· Search for Co-Chair is ongoing. A nomination committee must remain active through the year to identify good candidates for 2027-28 Co-chair and treasurer. 
· Audit Committee: Kristin W. volunteered, we will need two additional members for this and we have time to consider. 
· Yearbook Committee: Kim proposes a multi-member committee for yearbook to alleviate the intensity of the position by assigning multiple people to the job. Jenny demonstrated interest
· MRMS Color Run Committee - Kim G suggests creating a group to assist Kristin with fun run, Megan S offered to assist on the committee

Upcoming Events:
· Clarification on Staff Mtg - October 13th, Lynn B will reach out to Bridge Market to inquire regarding refreshments for October Staff meeting.
· Math Night - Christa A request that Mrs. Wallace gives ample notice for funding needs

Fundraisers:
· Mums forms due 9/22, pick up at Lynn B’s 9/25, Megan S will assist with purchaser pick-ups 
· Pies and Cookies: Megan S will volunteer for assist in distribution

Treasurer’s Report
· Motion to approve Review made by Lynn B; Second by Megan S - Board approved. 
New Ideas/Questions: 
· Megan S - are supplies needed to the Aliana Site? There has been off-hours tampering, therefore the space has not been replenished.  Now that the preschool is off site, it is suggested that we reach out to the current team at Mary Morrison to determine a course for the site and supplies. 
· Kim G reviewed that the most urgent need is to focus on recruitment of volunteers for events, which is the main goal of creating more sub-committees. Melissa K suggested yard signs in the pick-up/drop off line. 
Meeting Adjourned by Kim G. at 7:11pm

