Academic Year 2026-2027
Davidson Fine Arts School Council Meeting
September 2, 2026


	Name
	Council Position

	Dr. Renee Kelly
	Principal

	Dr. Sunitha Zecharaiah
	President/Parent

	Dr. Quentin Davis
	Vice President/Secretary/Parent

	Dr. Donghang "DH" Zhang
	Community Member

	Ms. Liz Schow
	Counselor

	Mr. Jimmy Bower
	Teacher

	Ms. Madeline Sellers
	Teacher

	Ms. Laura Irwin
	Community Member

	Ms. Latanya Jackson
	Teacher








Attendees: Donghang "DH" Zhang (Community Member), Dr. Renee Kelly (Principal), Ms. Liz Schow (Counselor), Mr. Jimmy Bower (Teacher), Ms. Madeline Sellers (Teacher), Dr. Sunitha Zecharaiah (President/Parent), Dr. Quentin Davis (Vice President/Secretary/Parent), Ms. Laura Irwin (Community Member)
Absent: Ms. Latanya Jackson (Teacher)
Attendance signatures are attached.
Summary: This was the first school council meeting of the year, focused on electing officers, reviewing council requirements, and discussing school priorities. We reviewed the purpose of the council, including support for school improvement, budget, and communication. Members confirmed the composition of the council, elected Quentin as Vice President and Secretary and discussed the need for parent and community representation. The group discussed potential names for the new Black Box Theater, with a final preference for “The Renee Kelly Center Stage.” Updates were shared on partnerships with Augusta University for internships and observerships, as well as a summer internship program with Goodwill. Communication strategies were discussed, including efforts to streamline information for parents and address access challenges. The council also set the next meeting date for November 30th.

Notes:
Established school council positions and meeting times. The discussion focused on confirming council membership requirements, noting they currently have two parent members and two community members, with one additional member (Lauren Lee) expected to join later due to scheduling constraints. DH led a discussion about selecting candidates for this year's school council positions, including president, vice president, and secretary roles. The group confirmed they had a quorum and discussed potential candidates. We confirmed Sunitha as President, and Quentin as VP and Secretary. 
We agreed to maintain the 3 o'clock meeting time despite parking challenges at the current location.  We discussed potentially moving to the black box theater once renovations are complete.
School Council Code of Ethics: The group clarified that all signed documents would need to be uploaded to the School Council Richmond County website. Attendees signed on paper if they had not already signed electronically.
Front office (Rene Kelly): An update on the front office was given that a replacement for Ms. Hoffman was starting the following day.
Black Box Theater Project Completion (All): DH discussed the completion of the school's Black Box Theater project, which has been in development for about a year. He explained that while other schools like Hepzibah and Westside already have their black box theaters, their facility will be larger and better suited to their needs, serving as a community theater with priority access for the school. The theater needs to be named by October, and DH invited the school council to suggest names.
Black Box Theater Naming Discussion The group discussed potential names for the theater, considering options like "Davidson Art Box," "Davidson Green Box," and "Davidson Theater Lab,"  "Center Stage," "Black Box," "Art Box," "Encore Room," and "Dream Box." Ideas came from particular individuals, computer searchers, and consideration of other local theaters. We also explored a suggestion from faculty to name it after Renee A. Kelly, to honor her dedication to DFA and seeing through the building of the theater, also consistent with the existing Beverly J. Barnhart Theater naming convention. Consideration was given to the breadth of performance types that would take place in the venue. Ms. Sellers brought forward teacher input to name the theater after Dr. Kelly. We chose "Renee Kelly Center Stage” as our nomination to Marcus Allen, the Deputy Superintendent and school council for final approval. Sunitha agreed to attend an upcoming meeting with Dr. Kelley, or send a letter to ensure our school council support for this decision. [See addendum meeting notes from 9-18-26.]
Primary Two Goals for the Coming year (All): Continue working on applied learning opportunities in the community, and address deficits and implement strategies to improve communication from the school to parents and families.
Internship Opportunities: We discussed updates on the developing collaboration with Augusta University's (AU) College of Allied Health for creating high school internships and observerships, though implementation may take time due to regulatory requirements.
There are some challenges with dual enrollment programs due to age restrictions. Sunitha and Quentin are working with AU colleagues to navigate university policies and grow opportunities for the high school students. 
Communications (Ms. Sellers): Discussed a priority of improving communication strategies from the school. We currently use Remind, Facebook, and a school Instagram account; we would like to streamline information delivery to parents. While some parents may not be aware of channels currently open, others may simply not attend to the communications being delivered. We agreed to form a Communication Committee with parents from each grade level to improve information flow and address access limitations for families. 

Next steps
The next meeting was scheduled for Monday, November 30th at 3 p.m.
· Quentin Davis – Compile and send the meeting minutes, agenda, sign-in sheet, and ethics forms to the county. Gather signed School Council Code of Ethics form from all council members. 
· Rene Kelly - Contact Marcus Allen with the top choice for the Black Box Theater name (Renee Kelly Center Stage) and request council representation at the meeting.
· Sunitha Zechariah- Send a calendar invite for the next school council meeting on Monday, November 30th at 3:00 PM.
· Liz Schow - Follow up with Goodwill to debrief on the summer internship program and plan for the academic year.
· Sunitha Zechariah and Quentin Davis - Continue working with Augusta University (College of Allied Health) and Environmental Health and Safety to establish internship/observership opportunities for students.
· Madeline Sellers  and ??- Work with the Communication Committee to streamline school communication methods and address parent access challenges.
· Consider processes for inviting alumni to provide feedback on school communication and processes.
· Sunitha Zechariah and Dr. Kelly will reach out to potential new parent members (e.g., Lauren Galbadi, Hannah Hunt and Jacquline) to join the council.


