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RECORD OF BOARD PROCEEDINGS (Minutes)
The Somerset Independent School Board of Education met for a Regular Monthly Board Meeting at 305 College Street, Somerset, Kentucky 42501 at 12:00 p.m. ET (11:00 a.m. CT) on the 8th day of September 2026.  The members of the Somerset Board of Education are as follows: Scott P. Gulock, Samantha J. Richardson, John W. Tuttle IV, Paula J. Wheeler, and Dr. Elaine A. Wilson.

I. Call to Order
Scott P. Gulock, Chair, called the September 8, 2026, Regular Monthly Board Meeting of the Somerset Board of Education to order at 12:00 p.m. ET (11:00 a.m. CT).  Those in attendance were Kyle B. Lively, Superintendent; Scott P. Gulock, Chair; Dr. Elaine A. Wilson, Vice Chair; Samantha J. Richardson, Member; John W. Tuttle IV, Member; and Paula J. Wheeler, Member. Winter Huff, Board Attorney, was not present. 

A. Approve/Amend Agenda for September 8, 2026, Regular Monthly Board Meeting

09-26-01	Superintendent Lively recommended the board amend the September 8, 2026, Regular Monthly Board Meeting Agenda. Item H (A & H Balance Company, Inc. Proposal) was added to New Business.  Dr. Elaine A. Wilson made a motion to accept the Superintendent’s recommendation. Paula J. Wheeler seconded the motion. The motion carried.
The following votes were recorded:  	Votes For:	5	Votes Against:	0

II. Recognitions
A. Hopkins Elementary School – Character Salutes for the Month of August - Responsibility
Mila Baker and Hensley Litton - Kindergarten
Memphis Bohanon and Corinne Rexroat - 1st Grade
Rhett Murphy and Lainey Smart - 2nd Grade
Nora Padgett and Levi Mounce - 3rd Grade
Reagan Crouch and Kylie Stringer - 4th Grade
Jessica Smiley and Summer Goldson - Staff

B. Meece Middle School
Character Salutes for the Month of August - Responsibility
Nolan Hall - 5th Grade
Jacqueline Beard - 6th Grade
Evan Hughes - 7th Grade
Adalynn Godbey - 8th Grade
David Miller – Staff

     	John Sherman Cooper Leadership Participants
McKylee Arnold
Rae Ann Bersaglia
Soriyah Dawson
Peyton Edwards
Griffin Mullins
Heet Patel
Charles Roberts
Zachariah Soto
Sidiya Tarter
Harper Tuttle
Addison Waddle
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	Rogers’ Explorers Participants
Britton Cheuvront
Avery Cook
Avery Countryman
Olyvia Keck
Penn Lonesky
Evalyn Pyles
Annabella Shrum
Bradley Wurth
	
C. Somerset High School
Character Salutes for the Month of August - Responsibility
Evalyn Pyles – 9th Grade
Aza New – 10th Grade
Emma Jacobs – 11th Grade
Kaden Haste – 12th Grade
Donna Coffey - Staff

Governor’s Scholars Program
Jonas Blakeman
Kaden Haste
Miller Washam
Isabella Woodroof

Governor’s School for Entrepreneurs Program
Ian Horseman

Rogers’ Scholars Program
Madilyn Brooks
Morgan Haney
Hannah Lackey
Laikin Lively

III. Communications
A. Annual GEAR UP Report
Dr. Ashley Waters, the District GEAR UP Academic Specialist, will submit to the board, as an informational item, the 2026 GEAR UP Annual Report.

B. Thank You Card from Dolly Parton Imagination Library

C. Hopkins Elementary School, June 2026 Approved Site Based Decision Making (SBDM) Minutes, August 2026 School Allocation Funds, August 2026 Activity Funds
Hopkins Elementary School is submitting to the board SBDM Minutes from the June 2026 meeting and the August 2026 Allocation and Activity Funds Reports as informational items.

D. Meece Middle School, June 2026 Approved Site Based Decision Making (SBDM) Minutes, August 2026 School Allocation Funds, August 2026 Activity Funds
Meece Middle School submitted to the board SBDM Minutes from the June 2026 meetings and the August 2026 Allocation and Activity Funds Reports as informational items.
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E. Somerset High School, June 2026 Approved Site Based Decision Making (SBDM) Minutes, August 2026 School Allocation Funds, August 2026 Activity Funds
Somerset High School submitted to the board SBDM Minutes from the June 2026 meeting and the August 2026 Allocation and Activity Funds Reports as informational items.

F. Citizens and Delegations
There was no communication from citizens and delegations.  No action required.

IV. Superintendent’s Report
A. Employment
The following personnel actions have been taken by the Superintendent and are presented as information to the board between regular board meetings.

Employed				Position (transfer to/from)	    	 		Effective Date
Adam Nicholson			Substitute Teacher – Rank II			08/10/2026
Jonathan Edwards			Middle School Math Teacher			08/20/2026
Jeremy Brown			Substitute Teacher – Rank II			08/31/2026
Sarah Mounce			Substitute Teacher – Rank III			08/31/2026
Santyna Johnstone-Arnold		Substitute Teacher – Rank IV			08/10/2026
Jackson Martin			Substitute Teacher – Rank IV			08/18/2026
Keshia Nolen				Substitute Teacher – Rank V			08/28/2026
Ryan Tucker				Substitute Teacher – Rank V			09/03/2026

B. Resignations/Retirements/Dismissals
The following personnel actions have been taken by the Superintendent between regular board meetings and are presented as information to the board.

Name			Effective Date	 Position	        Resignations/Retirements/Dismissals
Joshua Gregory	08/31/2026 		Cook/Baker 			Resignation
Trevor Shearer 	08/18/2026 		Middle School Teacher 	Suspension

C. Extra Service
The following personnel actions have been taken by the Superintendent between regular board meetings and are presented as information to the board.

September 2026
Topanga Brown – SHS Asst. Girls Soccer Coach
Clay Clevenger – SHS Football Coach, Alternative Education Coordinator, Facilities Inspection Coordinator
Zach Tibbs – SHS LEAD Asst. Football Coach
Castle Hatcher – SHS Football Strength Coach
Ty Tevis – SHS Football Assistant I
Jason Ruble – SHS Football Para Coach
Jody Meece – MMS Head Boys Basketball Coach, MMS Related Arts Dept. Chair
Jacob Grabeel – SHS Esports Coach
Ryan Young – SHS Head Boys Basketball Coach
Andrew Laughlin – SHS Head Girls Basketball Coach
Matt Singleton – MMS Activities Director
Adam Haste – MMS Head Girls Basketball Coach
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Kelsey Meece – SHS Head Girls Soccer Coach
Casey Rexroat – MMS Girls Assistant I Basketball Coach, MMS Girls Asst. II Basketball Coach
Grant Tindle – SHS Head Boys Soccer Coach, MMS Head Boys Soccer Coach

V. Treasurer’s Report
A. Financial Statement, August 2026 Balances, and August 2026 Munis Balance Sheets
09-26-02	Beginning Cash Balance, August 1, 2026		$ 31,462,036.01						Revenues						$   1,145,963.12
Interest						$        93,811.12
Total Revenues				$   1,239,774.24
Expenditures
Accounts Payable (Invoices & Debits)		$   2,668,145.75 
Payroll & Health Insurance Reimbursement	$   1,160,942.81
		Total Expenditures				$   3,829,088.56
Ending Balance, August 31, 2026				$ 28,872,721.69
In accordance with KRS 424.220, it is necessary for the board to review and approve the Financial
Statement and Balance Sheet. Superintendent Lively recommended the board review and approve 
the Financial Statement and Balance Sheet for August 2026.  Dr. Elaine A. Wilson made a motion
[bookmark: _Hlk198104596]to accept the recommendation of Superintendent Lively.  Samantha J. Richardson seconded the
motion. The motion carried.
The following votes were recorded:  	Votes For:	5	Votes Against:	0

B. Current Bills (August) and (September)
09-26-03 	Superintendent Lively recommended the board review and approve the payment of current expenditures for August 2026 and September 2026 in the amount of $2,337,361.24. Paula J. Wheeler made a motion to accept the recommendation of Superintendent Lively.  John W. Tuttle IV seconded the motion. The motion carried.	
The following votes were recorded:  	Votes For:	5	Votes Against:	0

VI. Consent Items
A. SISD Monthly Board Meeting Minutes
1. Regular Monthly Board Meeting, August 11, 2026
2. Special Called Board Meeting, August 27, 2026

B. School-Related Student Trip Requests:
1. Somerset High School Volleyball Team to travel to Pigeon Forge, Tennessee
The board is asked to approve an overnight, out of state, school-related student trip request from the Somerset High School Volleyball Team. The team requests to travel via school transportation to Pigeon Forge, Tennessee, for team bonding October 2 – 4, 2026.
C. Application and Agreement for Use of District Property
1. Lake Cumberland Mojos Baseball Team to use Somerset High School Baseball Field 
The board is asked to approve an application and agreement for use of district property from Lake Cumberland Mojos. The group requests the use of the baseball field on Sunday, September 13, 2026, for a scrimmage.
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09-26-04 	Chairman Scott P. Gulock asked the board if there were any Consent Items to be brought out for discussion. Superintendent Lively recommended the board approve the Consent Items agenda. Samantha J. Richardson made a motion to accept the recommendation of Superintendent Lively. Paula J. Wheeler seconded the motion. The motion carried.
The following votes were recorded:  	Votes For:	5	Votes Against:	0

VII. New Business
A. [bookmark: _Hlk227220875]Change Order #10 Submitted by RBS Design Group, PSC on behalf of DW Wilburn, Inc. for Meece Middle School Renovation and Multipurpose Facility

[bookmark: _Hlk227220984][bookmark: _Hlk236034145]09-26-05	The board is asked to approve change order #10 for the Meece Middle School Renovation and Multipurpose Facility. The RBS Design Group, PSC submitted the increase of $14,570.00 on behalf of DW Wilburn, Inc. The increase reflects a change in vendor for metal roofs.  Superintendent Lively recommended the board approve change order #10 submitted on behalf of RBS Design Group, PSC in the increased amount of $14,570.00, for the Meece Middle School Renovation and Multipurpose Facility. Samantha J. Richardson made a motion to accept the recommendation of Superintendent Lively. Paula J. Wheeler seconded the motion. The motion carried.  
The following votes were recorded:  	Votes For:	5	Votes Against:	0

B. Change Order #80230012-01 Submitted by RBS Design Group, PSC on behalf of Corkin Steel for Meece Middle School Renovation and Multipurpose Facility

[bookmark: _Hlk198114281]09-26-06	The board is asked to approve change order #80230012-01 for the Meece Middle School Renovation and Multipurpose Facility. The RBS Design Group, PSC, submitted a decrease of $14,570.00 on behalf of Corkin Steel. The decrease reflects a change in vendor for metal roofs.  Superintendent Lively recommended the board approve change order #80230012-01 submitted on behalf of RBS Design Group, PSC in the decreased amount of $14,570.00, for the Meece Middle School Renovation and Multipurpose Facility.  John W. Tuttle IV made a motion to accept the recommendation of Superintendent Lively. Dr. Elaine A. Wilson seconded the motion. The motion carried.
The following votes were recorded:  	Votes For:	5	Votes Against:	0

C. Working Budget for FY2027

09-26-07	In accordance with KRS 160.470(6)(b) and Administrative Regulation 702 KAR 3:110, each school year the Working Budget must be approved by the local board of education and submitted to the Kentucky Department of Education by September 30th.  Superintendent Lively recommended the board approve the working budget for FY2027. Samantha J. Richardson made a motion to accept the recommendation of Superintendent Lively.  John W. Tuttle IV seconded the motion. The motion carried.
The following votes were recorded:  	Votes For:	5	Votes Against:	0

D. TangerKids Grant Application

09-26-08	The board is asked to approve the TangerKids Grant application process. Katherine Nicholson, Meece Middle School teacher, would like to apply for the grant. The awarded amount is up to $2500 and there is no match funds required. If awarded the grant, Ms. Nicholson will collaborate with her principal, curriculum coach, and other teachers to identify a meaningful project that aligns with student needs and supports the goals of the school and District. Superintendent Lively recommended the board approve the application process for the TangerKids Grant.  Dr. Elaine A. Wilson made a 
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motion to accept the recommendation of Superintendent Lively. Samantha J. Richardson seconded the motion. The motion carried.  
The following votes were recorded:  	Votes For:	5	Votes Against:	0

E. Mark Schonwetter Holocaust Education Foundation Grant Application

09-26-09	The board is asked to approve the Mark Schonwetter Holocaust Education Foundation Grant Application process. Katherine Nicholson, Meece Middle School teacher, would like to apply for the grant. The awarded amount is up to $1,000 and there is no match funds required. If chosen, she will use the funds for classroom novels and other teacher resources. Superintendent Lively recommended the board approve the application process for the Mark Schonwetter Holocaust Education Foundation Grant. Paula J. Wheeler made a motion to accept the recommendation of Superintendent Lively. Dr. Elaine A. Wilson seconded the motion. The motion carried.
The following votes were recorded:  	Votes For:	5	Votes Against:	0

F. Kentucky Farm Bureau Mini Grant Application

09-26-10	The board is asked to approve the application process for a Kentucky Farm Bureau Mini Grant. Hopkins’ Preschool teacher Jordyn Adcock would like to apply for the 2026 Kentucky Farm Bureau Mini Grant for $350 to use in her preschool classroom. No match funds are required. Pulaski County Farm Bureau is awarding the mini grant to one teacher from each of the elementary schools for preschool through fifth grade. This grant is to encourage agriculture literacy in the classroom. The mini grant is flexible so that a teacher can teach about farming, food, food science, geography, or even about the history of human’s search for and production of food. Because farm and ranch families comprise just two percent of the U.S. population, Americans are increasingly removed from
products that 100 percent of us depend on. Superintendent Lively recommended the board approve the grant application process for the Kentucky Farm Bureau Mini Grant. Samantha J. Richardson made a motion to accept the recommendation of Superintendent Lively. John W. Tuttle IV seconded the motion. The motion carried.
The following votes were recorded:  	Votes For:	5	Votes Against:	0

G. Contracts, Memorandum of Agreement/Understanding, Agreements:
A. Lake Cumberland Head Start Grantee Program Memorandum of Agreement

09-26-11	The board is asked to approve the Memorandum of Agreement with Lake Cumberland Head Start Grantee Program for full utilization of Head Start for the 2026 – 2027 school year.  The purpose of this agreement is 1) to avoid duplication of programs and services, 2) to avoid supplanting of federal funds, and 3) to maximize the use of Head Start funds to serve as many four-year-old children as possible.  Superintendent Lively recommended the board approve the Memorandum of Agreement with the Lake Cumberland Head Start Grantee Program for full utilization for the 2026 – 2027 school year. Dr. Elaine A. Wilson made a motion to accept the recommendation of Superintendent Lively. Paula J. Wheeler seconded the motion. The motion carried.
The following votes were recorded:  	Votes For:	5	Votes Against:	0

B. Appalachian Educational Service Agency Memorandum of Agreement

09-26-12	The board is requested to approve the Appalachian Educational Service Agency (AESA) Memorandum of Agreement for the 2026 – 2027 school year. The AESA is the fiscal agent for Gaining Early Awareness and Readiness for Undergraduate Programs (GEAR UP). GEAR UP implements programming for early college preparation and awareness activities for low-income students.
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Superintendent Lively recommended the board approve the Appalachian Educational Service Agency Memorandum of Agreement for the 2026 - 2027 school year. Dr. Elaine A. Wilson made a motion to accept the recommendation of Superintendent Lively. John W. Tuttle IV seconded the motion. The motion carried.
The following votes were recorded:  	Votes For:	5	Votes Against:	0

H. A & H Balance Company, Inc. Proposal for Meece Middle School Renovation

09-26-13	The board is asked to approve the proposal from A & H Balance Company, Inc. for the Meece Middle School Renovation. The proposal includes labor and certified calibrated instruments to complete the air balance and water balance at a cost of $45,000.  Superintendent Lively recommended the board approve the proposal from A & H Balance Company, Inc. for the Meece Middle School Renovation. Samantha J. Richardson made a motion to accept the recommendation of Superintendent Lively. Paula J. Wheeler seconded the motion. The motion carried.
The following votes were recorded:  	Votes For:	5	Votes Against:	0
 
I. Adjourn

09-26-14	Chair Scott P. Gulock requested a motion for adjournment.  John W. Tuttle IV made a motion to adjourn the September 8, 2026, Regular Monthly Board Meeting. Samantha J. Richardson seconded the motion.  The motion carried.  The Board meeting ended at 12:36 p.m. ET (11:36 a.m. CT).
The following votes were recorded:  	Votes For:	5	Votes Against:	0






___________________________		_____________________________

Chairman						Secretary 
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