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Monday, September 28, 2026 @ 7pm
Butler Elementary Library
butlerespto@gmail.com

Attendees: Sarah Villamayor, Julianna Lodge, Elisa Zizza, Katie Tramontano, Shira Wade, Jacyln Schmalzried, Meghan Dippel, Jenneifer Oesch, Julie Welsh, Colleen Ciccariello, Heather Contes, Kelly Kaufman, Christine Hartman, Gelena Tonkonogi, Bethie Magid, Maggie Myers, Erine Barainyak, Danielle Zolnierz, Gionna Yale. Karl Funseth, Melissa Brevik, and Dianne Matteson.

Meeting called to order: 7:00 pm

Call to Order, Welcome, and Introductions: Kelly Kaufman

Principal’s Report: Mr. Funseth, Mrs. Brevic
1. September 25 incident: Administration reviewed the incident and the activation of emergency plans. Dismissal procedures were adjusted, with minimal delays and no injuries reported. Thanks were given to the Chal-Brit Fire Department, New Britain Township Police Department, teachers, and staff.
1. Back-to-School Nights: Both events were successful. Logistics and parking will be reviewed for next year.
1. Full-day kindergarten: Administration reported that the full-day program was progressing well. To support balanced and supportive classrooms, students were not assigned to a teacher before the first day of school. Students worked with all kindergarten teachers from August 31 through September 3, and teacher placements were finalized on September 4. Lessons learned from the process will inform planning for next year’s program.
1. Book vending machine: The first student used the machine.
1. Spirit wear: Interest in both existing and new merchandise was reported.
1. Memorial donation: A family of a former Butler student made a memorial donation that funded an upgrade to the kindergarten playground.

President’s Report: Kelly Kaufman
1. Approval of Minutes of May 2026 Meeting
a. Motion to approve was made by Gelena Tonkonogi. Seconded by Julie Welsh. Motion approved with no opposition. 

2. Committee Chair Reports:
a. Teacher Appreciation (Tricia Fazzio, Jordan Maisch, Jessica Young): The first luncheon was held in August between New Family Tours and Kindergarten Orientation. The committee plans monthly events, including catered luncheons in August, November, and May and parent-donated themed events in the remaining months. September’s theme was “Love You to the Core” (apple cart). 
b. 5th Grade Memory Books (Lisa McGuigan, Gelena Tonkonogi): The committee held its first meeting and is reviewing samples. The current priority is selecting a cover; no cover contest will be held this fall.
c. Parent Advisory (Colleen Ciccariello): The first of four annual meetings is scheduled for October 27. Mr. Funseth reported that the new superintendent is gathering input from the district’s 23 schools and visited Butler on September 25.



3. Vice President’s Report (Heather Contes, Sarah Villamayor)
a. E-newsletter (Elisa Zizza): The 2026-27 Butler PTO newsletter launched successfully, with open rates remaining at 70%. It will remain bi-monthly this year. 
b. Volunteer Coordinator (Bethie Magid): Volunteer positions remain open for Haunted Gym and 5th-grade promotion.
c. Kindergarten/First Grade Lunch Coordinators (Meghan Dippel, Stephanie Riley): First-grade sign-ups have been strong. A few initial issues are being addressed.
d. Assemblies (Bridget Gallagher, Maddalena Giammattei, Theresa McAnany, Brittany Wilson): Planning is underway; no additional updates were reported.
e. Directory (Sarah Villamayor): The directory is complete and will be posted to the PTO website for testing. The link and password will be shared with the Butler community before Butler Boo.
f. Co-Room Parent Coordinators (Jordan Maisch, Jaclyn Schmalzried, Danielle Zolnierz):
i. All Homeroom Coordinator positions are filled; several party planner positions remain open.
ii. Homeroom Coordinator presentations at Back-to-School Nights provided an effective kickoff.
iii. The handbook was updated with additional resources for classroom volunteers.
iv. The Halloween parade is scheduled for 9:30–10:15 a.m., followed by classroom parties at 10:30 a.m. Party planning will begin soon.
4. Red Ribbon Week (Jenn Oesch, Julie Welsh): The national theme is “Be a hero, live drug free.” Decoration plans were presented, with decorating scheduled for October 23.
5. Giving Tree (Jessica Young): A tree with requested-item tags will be placed near the office before November conferences. Wrapped gifts should be delivered to the office in early December.

Treasurer’s Report: Christine Hartman, Meghan Dippel 
1. Budget Update
a. Family contributions of $15 are being received, and one contribution received a company match.
b. A budget overview was presented. Highlights included:
i. Spirit wear is now generating a profit.
ii. Bingo Night will likely generate a profit, although it was not intended as a fundraiser.
iii. Box Tops has met its goal.

Family Programming: Gelena Tonkonogi, Julie Welsh 
1. Committee Chair Reports:
a. Bingo Night, Friday, 9/18/26, 6:30–8:00 pm (Monica Lopez, Melissa McGee): The earlier start time was effective. A donation box was added and will be available at events offering free snacks.
b. Monster Mash (K–2nd), Friday, 10/2/26, 6:00–7:30 pm (Erin Barainyak, Colleen Ciccariello, Shira Wade): Planning is on schedule. A DJ is booked, and activities are planned.
c. Butler Boo (Megan Schmid, Gelena Tonkonogi): 
i. A new sign was developed, and the first set of buckets is ready. Butler Boo will begin this weekend.
ii. Lists of households not yet “Boo’d” will be shared in the newsletter in mid-October and again the following week.
iii. The committee is looking for successors. 
d. Haunted Gym (3rd–5th), Friday, 10/23/26, 6:30–8:00 pm (Gelena Tonkonogi): Students will form groups of up to eight, select a theme, and decorate a canopy in the gym. A successor is needed for next year. This year’s event is being streamlined to support the transition.
e. Family Movie Event, Sunday, 12/6/26 (Shira Wade): Committee plans to show new Pixar film. 
f. Skate Night, Friday, 1/8/27, 5:30–7:30 pm (Chelsea West): Planning is on schedule.
g. Butler Ball, Friday, 2/5/27, 6:00–7:30 pm and 8:00–9:30 pm (Sara Kim, Julie Welsh, Jessica Young): The DJ is booked. Same-day registration will cost more to encourage advanced registration, and the committee will plan for a high volume of walk-ins.
h. Lip Sync, Friday, 4/30/27 (Bridget Gallagher, Maddalena Giammattei, Theresa McAnany, Brittany Wilson): The DJ is booked. Gelena will coordinate dress-rehearsal photos with the committee.

Fundraising: Colleen Ciccariello, Shira Wade 
1. Committee Chair Reports:
a. Spirit Wear (Juliana Lodge, Jordan Maisch, Meredith Parkinson, Kelsey Whalen): Spirit wear was available at several PTO and school events as well as the teachers' lounge. The website is being finalized and is expected within a few weeks.
b. Box Tops (Heather Contes): Box Tops has raised over $1,000.
c. Dine and Donate (Janette Maule): The McDonald's event went well. Spatola's event is scheduled for October 22, 4:00–8:00 pm. The committee aims to hold events monthly.
d. Book Fair (Anne LeClercq Hyk, Juliana Lodge, Megan Schmid): Fall Book Fair is 11/9–11/13 and Spring Book Fair is 5/10–5/14. Sign-ups will be created. Staff consensus is to hold a four-day fair rather than five.
e. Spring Fair & Silent Auction, Saturday, 4/3/27 (Colleen Ciccariello, Gelena Tonkonogi, Shira Wade, Executive Board): Planning has begun. The first meeting is November 9 at 6:30 pm.

Open Discussion/Concerns/Questions

None

Close Meeting

Meeting adjourned at 8:19 p.m.


Next Meeting:  Wednesday, May 26, 2027 @ 7pm – Butler Library
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