WMES PTO Meeting Minutes-September 14, 2026
WMES Media Center 7:00pm
1. Call to Order-7:04pm
2. Welcome/introductions
3. Principal- Jody Hansen- introduction of:
a. Superintendent Schuler
i. Requesting $250 donation from PTO as part of Safe Routes to School Grant. SHIP Grant that promotes physical fitness/overall personal wellness. October 7th event-families can park near the fire department and walk to school that morning. Money will be used to purchase safety cones, safety vests for staff along the route, yard signs/banners. Motion to approve donation: Meg/2nd Kristen
ii. Sharing facts/information about Minnesota’s Permanent School Fund amendment on the upcoming ballot. Share with family and friends to raise awareness.
b. Andy Potter with Youth Frontiers
i. Kindness Retreat for 4th graders in our building to learn about kindness and how to handle unkindness. Facilitators from Youth Frontiers along with staff and high school and/or parent mentors use games, activities, songs, and small groups to promote kindness amongst our school community. Cost is $3,650 for a 5 hour program. Ideal timing would be this Fall or at the latest in January as a reset after winter break. 
4. Secretary Report- motion to approve June meeting minutes: Abby/2nd Meg
5. Treasurer Report- current balance of $63,689.66. Recent expenses include pick up tags, stocking the lounge for staff, Kindergarten Round Up T-shirt purchases (first 50 registered for Kindergarten), additional mini dip balloons for the arch, calendar magnets, amazon prime membership renewal
6. Public Relations Report- posting for back to school, DQ Art Nights, Royal Family Pizza & Pasta Nights at Leonardo’s. Ideas: fun reels, engaging with posts/RSVP to events, love/heart posts for better visibility
7. Old Business
a. Teacher Workshop recap-PTO paid for food to stock the lounge
b. Field Trip T-shirts- ordering 500 red shirts with a white logo, total is $4,063.03. Motion to approve purchase: Michelle/2nd Kristen
c. School supply kits- 56 kits sold, total raised $300. Numbers declining each year but still making enough money to make it worthwhile to continue
d. Royal connections- look at purchasing a new arch for the balloons or switch to straight posts with a backdrop with updated logo instead of arch. 
e. Book Fair/Booster apparel- looking for an individual to take over organizing the Book Fair in the future- talk to Nikki if interested. Booster apparel did not make it to Royal Connections-likely lack of volunteers to sell
f. Teacher Grants-increased each grant by $50 this year- $200 for returning teachers, $300 if new, moving grade level or specials teacher
g. Pick up numbers-handed out at Royal Connection, purchased by PTO
h. Educator’s Appreciation Dinner- 2 PTO volunteers served food, good turnout of elementary staff 
i. Shade structures & School of Excellence bench- installed right before start of school
8. New Business
a. Meat Raffle volunteers (Nov 14& Feb 27) at Heldt’s in Mayer- we will request grant from Mayer Baseball Club, they ask us to volunteer for a few of the raffles
b. DQ Art Night Volunteers- Delano Dairy Queen gives back a portion of profits from 5pm-8pm on these nights; volunteers needed to hang up the student art work and take it down
c. Recruitment ideas/volunteer vs joining options- no commitment required, volunteer as you are able, word of mouth/asking other parents to join you for the meetings is an easy way to get more people involved
d. Other fundraisers? Bring any ideas large or small to the next meeting to discuss
9. Open discussion
a. Coach Julie inquired about a physical education residency
i. Pros of the Ropes teaches jump roping (they are on site 15 hours over 2-5 days) leading up to a final assembly
ii. Budget for residencies in the past has been $7,500; more information from Pros of the Ropes (cost, how to schedule/work with each grade level) will be gathered to share at a future meeting
iii. The Ninja Course was a well-liked event, look at bringing that back as well?
b. Kindness Retreat discussion
i. Looking to make this a recurring/yearly program for 4th graders
ii. Students enjoy when older students come to the elementary-they would make great mentors for this day
iii. Potential additional cost: snacks and/or providing lunch to mentor students 
iv. The 4th graders (student council?) could bring what they learned to the rest of the building with a presentation or video
v. Could the program or the day be adapted for families with values that could conflict with certain components of the program (music/dancing)?
vi. Motion to approve Kindness Retreat: Meg/2nd Kristen
vii. Next steps-Ms Hansen will check availability with Youth Frontiers, get a date on the calendar and share details as they come
10. Adjourn-motion to adjourn by Abby at 8:28pm/2nd Kristen

**NEXT MEETING OCTOBER 5th**
