Roanoke Valley Governor’s School Regional Board
DRAFT Notes of June 1, 2026 Meeting

The Roanoke Valley Governor’s School Regional Board met on Monday, June 1, 2026.  

The following Board members answered roll call:
Mr. Trace Bellassai, Chair	Craig County School Board
Ms. Shelley Clemons		Roanoke County School Board
Ms. Laura Leroy			Floyd County School Board
Ms. Rebekah Slocum		Franklin County School Board

Board Members Absent:
Dr. Eli Jamison			Roanoke City School Board
Ms. Macel Janoschka		Salem City Public School Board
Mr. Jordan Karnes		Bedford County School Board
Mrs. Anna Weddle		Botetourt County School Board

Due to the absence of a quorum, action on approval items was deferred and no votes were taken on items requiring approval.  

Also Present 
Dr. Ken Nicely, Roanoke County Public Schools’ Superintendent representing the Committee of Superintendents, RVGS Director Mark Levy; Clerk Dawn Winter-Ware and Deputy Clerk Paula Buch.

Call To Order
Board Chair Mr. Trace Bellassai called the meeting to order at 6:33 PM.  

 Approval of Agenda
Due to the absence of a quorum, approval of the June 1, 2026, meeting agenda did not take place.  



Approval of the April 13, 2026 Meeting Minutes
Due to the absence of a quorum, approval of the April 13, 2026, meeting minutes was deferred until the next RVGS Regional Board meeting at which a quorum is present.

Operating Report and Budget Update
Mr. Levy directed Board members to the RVGS Operating Report from FY2024-25 and FY2025-26 for comparison purposes and provided an update for 2025-26.  Mr. Levy cautioned Board members when reviewing the 2025–26 report that it was generated prior to the May 15 payroll processing, and as a result, salary information differed from that reflected in the previous year's report. Similarly, variances in educational and recreational supplies between the two years are mostly due to timing differences rather than changes in expenditures.  Mr. Levy explained that the budget line for educational and recreational supplies include many items such as books, equipment, field trips, science fairs, in addition to classroom and lab supplies and copier use fees.  

When asked a question about the past roof replacement, Mr. Levy said the Roanoke City School Division has been working through a contract on recent roof projects and he would check with Mr. Chris Perkins, Chief Operations Officer, and obtain more information to share with the Regional Board.  

Director’s Report
Mr. Levy asked Board members to review the Director’s Report and said he was pleased to answer any questions.   
Mr. Levy provided the following updates:
· An estimated 274 students will be attending RVGS for 2026-27.   Mr. Levy explained there were a few years with a dip in enrollment, but RVGS rebounded.   
· Summer online math assignments will be provided to incoming students to sharpen their skills and prepare them for the fall at RVGS.  
· The RVGS 2026 Senior Dinner, held on Monday, May 4, 2026, at Hotel Roanoke was a success and students, staff members and families enjoyed the event.    
· The Annual Diversity Report will be reviewed at the October meeting.  
· One staff retirement at RVGS.
· Regional Superintendents will be rotating as the Chair of Superintendents and Dr. Nicely agreed to take responsibility for the 26-27 year, with incoming Roanoke County Superintendent, Dr. Jamie Soltis taking over after July 1, 2026.  

Board Discussion Items
Mr. Bellassai acknowledged Regional Board member Dr. Eli Jamison on her last meeting of the RVGS Regional Board as she concludes her service on the Roanoke City School Board.   Dr. Jamison has dedicated nine years of service through three consecutive terms on the Roanoke City School Board, serving two years on the RVGS Regional Board, with one year as Chair.  Mr. Bellassai thanked Dr. Jamison in her absence, for her leadership, advocacy and support for students.  

Superintendent’s Discussion Items
Dr. Ken Nicely, Superintendent for Roanoke County Public Schools, remarked that the Senior Dinner was very well done, as it is each year.

Next Meeting
The next meeting of the RVGS Regional Board is scheduled for Monday, October 5, 2026, at 6:30 PM, at the Roanoke Valley Governor’s School.  

Adjournment
The meeting adjourned at 7:03 PM.





Upcoming 2026 RVGS Regional Board Meetings
· October 5, 2026

Meetings begin at 6:30 PM at the Roanoke Valley Governor’s School Lecture Hall.  
