Roanoke Valley Governor’s School Regional Board
DRAFT Notes of April 13, 2026 Meeting

The Roanoke Valley Governor’s School Regional Board met on Monday, April 13, 2026.  

The following Board members answered roll call:
Mr. Trace Bellassai, Chair	Craig County School Board
Ms. Shelley Clemons		Roanoke County School Board
Dr. Eli Jamison			Roanoke City School Board
Ms. Macel Janoschka		Salem City Public School Board
Mrs. Anna Weddle		Botetourt County School Board

Board Members Absent:
Mr. Jordan Karnes		Bedford County School Board
Ms. Laura Leroy			Floyd County School Board
Ms. Rebekah Slocum		Franklin County School Board


Also Present 
Mr. Ken Nicely, Roanoke County Public Schools’ Superintendent representing the Committee of Superintendents in the absence of Roanoke City Public Schools’ Superintendent, Dr. Verletta White; RVGS Director Mark Levy; Clerk Dawn Winter-Ware and Deputy Clerk Paula Buch.

Call To Order
Board Chair Mr. Trace Bellassai called the meeting to order at 6: 31 PM.  

 Approval of Agenda
On motion by Dr. Jamison and seconded by Mrs. Weddle, the April 13, 2026, meeting agenda was approved as distributed.



Approval of the February 2, 2026 Meeting Minutes
On motion by Ms. Clemons and seconded by Dr. Jamison, the February 2, 2026, meeting minutes were approved.  

2025-26 Operating Budget Report
Mr. Levy directed Board members to a copy of the RVGS Operating Report from FY2024-25 and FY2025-26 for comparison purposes and provided a brief update for 2025-26.

2026-27 Budget for Approval
Mr. Levy asked Board members to review a copy of the 2026-27 RVGS budget.   Mr. Levy stated that tuition was maintained at its current level through efficient operation within the budget and strong support in the form of donations from the RVGS Education Foundation. He further explained that there is a $400,000 carryover/contingency fund available to address any unforeseen budget needs.

On motion by Dr. Jamison and seconded by Ms. Clemons, the RVGS 2026-27 budget was approved.

Director’s Report
Mr. Levy asked Board members to review the Director’s Report and said he was pleased to answer any questions.   Mr. Levy stated the Director’s Report contained information on the Western Virginia Regional Science Fair and the Virginia State Science and Engineering Fair (VSSEF).   Mr. Levy said he was pleased to report that RVGS had more award-winning projects at VSSEF than any other school in the state.

Mr. Levy reviewed information on student enrollment and said an estimated 274 students will be attending RVGS for 2026-27.   Mr. Levy informed Board members of one staff replacement for the upcoming school year in mathematics and stated Melissa Carr, a first-year Chemistry teacher, received the Outstanding High School Chemistry Teacher Award from the Blue Ridge Section of the American Chemical Society.    

Mr. Levy reminded Board members of the RVGS 2026 Senior Dinner that will be held on Monday, May 4, 2026, at Hotel Roanoke at 6:30 PM.  

Board Discussion Items
Ms. Janoschka inquired about the rate of attrition of first-year RVGS students.  Mr. Levy said about 95% of students who start at RVGS complete the program.    He further explained that retired RVGS teacher Mr. Fred Hoffman works closely with first year students to provide support and assistance.   

Superintendent’s Discussion Items
Mr. Ken Nicely, Superintendent for Roanoke County Public Schools, thanked Mr. Levy for his reports and information.  

Next Meeting
The next meeting of the RVGS Regional Board is scheduled for Monday, June 1, 2026, at 6:30 PM, at the Roanoke Valley Governor’s School.  

Adjournment
The meeting adjourned at 7:03 PM.







Upcoming 2026 RVGS Regional Board Meetings
· June 1, 2026
· October 5, 2026

Meetings begin at 6:30 PM at the Roanoke Valley Governor’s School Lecture Hall.  
