Roanoke Valley Governor’s School Regional Board
DRAFT Notes of February 2, 2026 Meeting

The Roanoke Valley Governor’s School Regional Board met on Monday, February 2, 2026.  The Board met virtually due to inclement weather, as authorized by the Governor on January 22, 2026, under Executive Order 11, which remains in effect for the next thirty days; and pursuant to the Code of Virginia 2.2-3708.2, which allows public bodies to meet virtually when there is a declared state of emergency.

The following Board members answered roll call via Teams:  
Mr. Trace Bellassai		Craig County School Board
Mrs. Anna Weddle		Botetourt County School Board
Mr. Jordan Karnes		Bedford County School Board
Ms. Rebekah Slocum		Franklin County School Board

The following Board members connected via telephone speakerphone (due to technical difficulties with the Teams platform):
Ms. Shelley Clemons		Roanoke County School Board
Ms. Macel Janoschka		Salem City Public School Board

Also Present Virtually
Roanoke City Public Schools’ Superintendent, Dr. Verletta White, representing the Committee of Superintendents; RVGS Director Mark Levy; Clerk Dawn Winter-Ware and Deputy Clerk Paula Buch.

Absent
Dr. Eli Jamison, Chair		Roanoke City School Board
Ms. Laura Leroy			Floyd County School Board

Call To Order
In the absence of Chair Dr. Eli Jamison, Vice Chair Mrs. Anna Weddle called the virtual meeting to order at 6: 49 PM.  Mrs. Weddle welcomed new RVGS Regional Board members, Mr. Jordan Karnes, Bedford County School Board and Ms. Rebekah Slocum, Franklin County School Board.     

Election of Chairman and Vice Chairman 
Dr. Verletta White, Chairman of the Superintendents’ Committee, declared the floor open for nominations for Chair of the Roanoke Valley Governor’s School Regional Board for 2026.   Nominations were not immediately submitted, and Mr. Trace Bellassai stated he would fill the seat as Chair for 2026.  Mrs. Weddle seconded the motion.  Nominations were closed and Board members voted in favor of Mr. Bellassai as Chairman.   
 
Mr. Bellassai declared the floor open for nominations for Vice Chair of the Roanoke Valley Governor’s School Regional Board for 2026 and Ms. Shelley Clemons offered to serve as Vice Chair.  Mr. Karnes seconded the motion.   Nominations were closed and Board members voted in favor of Ms. Clemons as Vice Chair. 
 
Election of Clerk and Deputy Clerk 
Upon motion by Mr. Bellassai and seconded by Mr. Karnes, the Board appointed Dawn Winter-Ware as Clerk of the Roanoke Valley Governor’s School Regional Board for 2026.    Upon motion by Mr. Bellassai and seconded by Mr. Karnes, the Board appointed Paula Buch as Deputy Clerk. 

Personnel List 
Upon motion by Ms. Janoschka and seconded by Mrs. Weddle, the Personnel List was approved as presented. 

Approval of Agenda
On motion by Mr. Bellassaii and seconded by Mr. Karnes, the February 2, 2026, meeting agenda was approved as distributed.

Approval of the October 6, 2025 Meeting Minutes
On motion by Mr. Karnes and seconded by Mrs. Weddle, the October 6, 2025, meeting minutes were approved.  

2025 VDOE Evaluation of RVGS
Mr. Levy stated the Virginia Department of Education (VDOE), performed a full-site evaluation of the Roanoke Valley Governor’s School on November 5–7, 2025.  Mr. Levy provided documentation from the evaluation detailing the evaluation procedure and process.    The extensive evaluation consisted of a tour of the school, observations, interviews and meetings with students; interviews with parents and school division liaisons; and meetings with Governing Board members, superintendents and community members.   Mr. Levy stated the evaluation team was very positive and reported it was one of their best evaluation visits.  Mr. Levy said the number of commendations by the team exceeded the last evaluation visit and the team provided only six minor recommendations for improvement.  

Mr. Karnes commented positively on the commendations provided by the evaluation team and Mr. Bellassai offered congratulations on a great evaluation.   Mr. Levy acknowledged the Board members’ comments and stated that it is a collaborative effort among all participating school divisions.

2025-26 Budget Update
Mr. Levy directed Board members to a copy of the RVGS Operating Report and a copy of the 2025-26 budget and provided a brief update. 

2026-27 Preliminary Budget
Mr. Levy directed Board members to a copy of the preliminary budget.   He stated he was able to maintain tuition at the current level by operating efficiently within the budget.   

Director’s Report
Mr. Levy asked Board members to review the Director’s Report emailed to them.  Mr. Levy said Project Forum will be held on Saturday, February 7, 2026, with an Open House in the Patrick Henry High School Cafeteria from 2PM – 3PM.   Mr. Levy reminded Board members Project Forum was rescheduled from the original date of January 31, due to inclement weather.  Mr. Levy said the list of participating students organized by school district will be emailed to Board members and division superintendents prior to Saturday, February 7.  The winner’s list will be distributed to each District following the Forum.

The RVGS Foundation Annual Campaign is ongoing, and the $35,000 fundraising goal has been exceeded.  Funds will be used to support various equipment purchases, Project Forum prize money, science fair expenses, the salary for the community outreach coordinator and additional miscellaneous expenses. 

Mr. Levy reviewed information on student recruiting for 2026-27.  He stated prospective students received applications by attending one of the informational meetings, and a recorded presentation was available for families who could not attend in-person.   Mr. Levy said overall, meetings were well attended, and 232 students registered to apply. 

Mr. Levy stated that currently, RVGS is not projected to have any faculty openings or replacements for the 2026-27 year.  

Important dates to note:  RVGS Project Forum is Saturday, February 7, 2026, in the PHHS cafeteria with an Open House at 2PM – 3PM.    The 2026 Senior Dinner is scheduled for Monday, May 4, 2026, at Hotel Roanoke at 6:30 PM.  

Board Discussion Items
Board Chair Mr. Bellassaii welcomed new Board members Jordan Karnes and Rebekah Slocum.  

Superintendent’s Discussion Items
Dr. Verletta White , Superintendent for Roanoke City Public Schools, thanked Mr. Levy for his reports and congratulated him on an excellent evaluation by the VDOE team.  

Next Meeting
The next meeting of the RVGS Regional Board is scheduled for Monday, April 13 2026, at 6:30 PM.  

Adjournment
The meeting adjourned at 7:30 PM.


Upcoming 2026 RVGS Regional Board Meetings
· April 13, 2026
· June 1, 2026
· October 5, 2026

Meetings begin at 6:30 PM at the Roanoke Valley Governor’s School Lecture Hall.  
