 HLWW Assessment Calendar 2026-2027

As part of the Howard Lake-Waverly-Winsted school district and Minnesota Department of Education’s assessment process, the students of Howard Lake-Waverly-Winsted Schools will be taking a variety of district and state assessments throughout the 2026-2027 school year.  Provided below are the timelines and rationales for the various assessments.  
	All public schools in Minnesota are evaluated on their student’s performance as well as the number of students that participated in taking the tests.  In addition, local assessments provided valuable information to improve instructional planning. It is very important that students are in school on the dates listed below as these exams need to be taken by every student.  Thank you for your cooperation and efforts.


	NAME OF TEST
	OBJECTIVE
	GRADES TESTED
	ADMINISTERED

	Renaissance Learning: FastBridge
	FastBridge is a formative assessment system, born out of research-led innovation at the university level, designed to build a strong multi-tiered system of support and ensure that educators have the right tools and the right data to provide timely, targeted supports for learners.

Students are universally screened in reading, math and social/emotional behaviors.  This information helps educators make instructional and intervention decisions.  FastBridge also offers many progress monitoring assessments.   
	K-12
	Fall Screening: 9/1/26-9/30/26

Winter Screening: 1/4/27-2/8/27

Spring Screening:  5/3/27-6/01/27

This is a district administered test.  All students will take this assessment.   Each test takes 15-30 minutes.

	Capti Read Basix
	A diagnostic reading assessment, based on the Science of Reading, to inform instruction & intervention.  Students who do not meet grade level expectations in reading will take this assessment to help determine their needs in specified reading areas.
	4-12
	October 2027

	Minnesota Comprehensive Assessments (MCA)
Reading
Math
	MCAs are the online state tests that help districts measure student progress toward meeting Minnesota’s academic standards and meet the requirements of the Every Student Succeeds Act (ESSA).  Results are used to make decisions for students about curriculum and instructional practices by district administration and teachers.  Data is used for accountability purposes and reported out in the North Star Accountability Reports put out by the Minnesota Department of Education.

	3-8 Reading and Math

10- Reading

11- Math
	Test Dates:
Elementary Reading: April 13th and 14th 
Middle School Reading: April 13th-15thth

Elementary School Math:  April 20th and 21st   
Middle School Math:  April 20th- 22nd 
High School Reading: April 14th-15th 
High School Math: April 21st and 22nd 

The reading MCA will take students approximately 2.5-3.5 hours.  The math MCA will take students approximately 1.5-2.5 hours.

	Minnesota Comprehensive Assessments (MCA)
Science
	The Science MCA IV is an online assessment that presents a series of science scenarios to measure student progress toward meeting Minnesota’s academic standards and meet the requirements of the Every Student Succeeds Act (ESSA).  Results are used to make decisions for students about curriculum and instructional practices by district administration and teachers.  Data is used for accountability purposes and reported out in the North Star Accountability Reports put out by the Minnesota Department of Education.
	5, 8, and 10th Grade.
	Grade 5 and 8 and High School MCA’s are administered April  27th and 28th 

The Science MCA will take students approximately 1.5-2.5 hours.

	Minnesota Test of Academic Skills (MTAS)
	MTAS is Minnesota’s alternate assessment based on alternate achievement standards.  The MTAS will be designed to measure the extent to which students with significant cognitive disabilities are making progress in the general curriculum.
	3-8 Reading & Math
10 -Reading
11-Math
5, 8 10th Grade Science
	MTAS testing will take place beginning in March and continue through April.  

	Assessing Comprehension and Communication in English State-to State (ACCESS)
	ACCESS is a reading, writing, listening and speaking test for English Language Learners (EL’s) that was designed to demonstrate growth from year to year.


	K-12 English Learners
	All English Learner students will be taking the ACCESS test beginning January 25th  and continue through March 18th.  More specific dates of each section will be posted.
This is a required test by the Minnesota Department of Education.

	
	
	
	Middle School: 

High School: 

Humphrey Elementary: 

Winsted Elementary: 

	Armed Service Vocational Aptitude Battery (ASVAB)
	The ASVAB is the most widely used multiple-aptitude test battery in the world.  As an aptitude test, the ASVAB measures a student’s strengths, weaknesses, and potential for future success.  The ASVAB also provides the student with career information for various occupations.
	11
	November 5th  , 8-11am
 All Juniors will take this test.

	ACT
	The ACT is the leading US college admissions test that measures what students learn in high school to determine their academic readiness for college.  Districts are required to offer one in school day for juniors to participate in the ACT test if they so choose.
	11
	Tuesday, March 9th, 2027

	
FastBridge CBM English Fluencies
	Literacy Screenings are used to determine student fluency in reading and other critical reading skills students need.  They provide information to identify students that are at risk and may need extra Title reading services.

	1st-3rd Grades
	6-8 times per year given by classroom teachers and other support staff.

Sept, Jan and May are required Literacy Screening Times.  



