Richland Elementary PTO Meeting Notes
September 16, 2026
I. Call to Order
A. Welcome 
B. Attendees: Mrs. Rucker, Mr. Hackworth, Jackie Wecht, Kristen Schaffert, Alex Scanlon, Corinne Marren, Megan Barzanty, Jess Kogut, Amanda Hammel, Lona Kubik

II. Principal’s Update:
A. Stronger Together - The Boxitect
1. For the last 6 years use a book to guide the year.  A character that realizes when she works with others she can do something so much bigger.
2. 5 classrooms left to read the book to
3. Books throughout the school year that continue to grow off the theme
B. Recess/Lunch monitor recruiting
1. Paid position 
2. About 11 to 2, helping in the cafeteria and recess.
3. Refer them to the employment or Mrs. Rucker
4. 5 days a week for 3 hours a day
C. Blacktop Recess Activity collaboration
1. Met over summer with the PTO.  Mr. Chris is working on getting the mailboxes outside. 
a) Teamwork
b) Magnify glasses, bug work. 
2. PTO purchased
3. Independent volunteer coming in on Fridays that will help with recess (October)
D. HVAC Update
1. Still working in the building. 5 million dollar update to the HVAC in the building. We are waiting for the final pieces to come in. Expecting to be finished in the next 3-4 weeks.
E. Questions??

III. Approve May meeting minutes - APPROVED

IV. Treasurer’s Report
A. 2026/27 Budget
1. Fundraising Goals
a) Move-a-thon
(1) Largest fundraiser (sole fundraiser)
b) Spring Book Fair
c) Gift of Time
d) Family Fun Night
B. Additional Expenditures
1. Sunshade is coming soon for the playground
2. Teacher Lounges
3. School beautification
a) Smart board camera updates for the teachers

V. Old Business
A. Assembly
1. September 4th: RAMS Way Gathering featuring Everyone Plays and the Michael Mackie Initiative
a) Fun time in the auditorium, students were up on their feet participating. They were repeating the message back by the end,
B. Spirit Wear Sale
1. Ended on September 4th for Awards & More
2. Online Spirit Wear Sale - ongoing 
a) $530 so far
C. Staff Appreciation
1. Welcome Back Breakfast
D. Lego Drive
1. Ended on September 11th
a) Good amount in the STEAM lab
E. Bloom Flower Sale
1. Ended on September 14th
a) 56 orders 
b) Extending the order for Fall Bloom sales
F. Chick-fil-A receipts - ongoing
1. Staff appreciation week last spring

VI.      New Business
A. Assemblies
1. Veteran's Day on November 11th (Food Drive)
2. 2 other assemblies in the spring 
B. After School Programs
1. 2 currently up on Membership Toolkit
a) Bakers Dozen
b) Monsters (Science base)
C. Summer Reading Program Breakfast
1. 37 students made posters. Last year we had about 50. 
2. Looking at revamping
3. Wexford does a BINGO card, reading different genres of books and crossing them off to bring in for prizes.
4. $5 Gift card to book fair
5. Game board at the library that was motivating to get the kids to read.
D. Fall Spirit Week - Sept. 21-25
1. Next week and flyer is on Membership Toolkit, Friday Flash, 
E. Scholastic Book Fair - Sept. 21-25
1. Ice Cream Social - Thurs. Sept. 24 6:30-8pm
a) Moved to the library for Thursday, Awards & More, Nothing Bundt Cakes
F. Dine-Out Night Coordinator
1. Fundraising Ideas 
a) Looking for someone to head that up - Corinne Marren
b) Wexford Elementary is doing a fundraiser with the circus. We are going to be doing this as well. On Facebook, MT, and will be in Friday Flash
c) Looking at the Pens Game in the winter, Pirates game in the spring
G. Move-a-thon:  October 16th 
1. Kristen Trombetta and Kristen Schaffert 
2. Volunteer signup
3. Stations for the students to rotate through and will be utilizing the theme “Stronger Together”
4. $20,000 is the goal for outside beautification, and will also go back to the students, school, teachers.
5. Motivation for the students for something for Mrs. Rucker
6. 2 parts will be sensory friendly for the students
a) Reach out to Mrs. Rucker if you would like your student to be involved with this. 
H. Family Meet-Up
1. October 30th (No School) at Freedom Farms
a) Flyer will be coming out
b) $10 dollars and receive a pie pumpkin 
II. Questions?


