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CHS PTO General Meeting
Agenda
Friday, September 25, 2026 11:00 am

Attendance-20 attendees

Minutes- Approved meeting minutes to last meeting 8.

Introductions @ 1100am

Guest Speaker: Dr. Oestreich/Superintendent of Carmel Clay Schools
· Presentation shared on Carmel Clay School Success and Referendum
· Carmel Clay Schools is #1 in Indiana for combined ELA/Math (same as 2025)
· Shared wall of excellence with exceptional work done at all schools in the district
· Different funds(buckets) that support the district budget and those buckets cannot be combined due to state law
· Referendums have run since 2010 due to changes in how the state distributed school funding
· CCS funding is 2nd lowest in the state with funding per student
·  The Nov referendum is being combined so both the operating and safety will be 1 and will not need be renewed for 8 years
· Referendum is about maintaining and sustaining current funding due to loss with SEA 1
· Schools will lose approx $15 million a year or $120 million in 8 years
· Carmel Clay Schools spends less per resident than every major suburban comparison district
· Carmel Clay Schools spends less per student than the Indiana average and neighboring districts
· The referendum is Question #3 on the ballot
· We are not taking the max rate (0.4272) in 2027 we are taking 0.3194. Actual impact $15.79 per month due to existing referendum and due to additional tax credits will actually pay $250 less (all based on $500,000 house) in property taxes
· For more information yesforcarmel.com
· Building a tax calculator that is being built parcel by parcel to give the amount it will cost
· Questions
· Can we ask our students to help? There is a law that prohibits the schools from talking to student and staff about the referendum
· How long will the referendum last? 8 years
· Ballot language question-the language is placed by the state and we do not control 
· Is there a demographic that is most difficult (example given older population? States we want our kids to benefit just as the children of the retirees had children that benefited. We will focus on those who support and on the fence to vote.  

Carmel High School Updates/Matt Putman
· Update on HOCO next week-email today. Friday will look different encouraged not to bring backpacks and chromebooks

College and Career Resources/Melinda Stephan
· Updates shared
· Oct 6&7 the ja ignite fair during the school day
· Xello emails went to parents to join 
· College Goal Sunday for FASFA help and currently open
· PSAT 10/22
· Please see handout that was provided at meeting

PTO Updates/Heidi Snyder & Patrice Dawson

Homecoming/Heidi Snyder
· Homecoming Dance, Saturday, Oct 3rd at CHS, 8-11pm
· Tickets on GoFan/Need Volunteers
· Pep Rally 10/2 in midtown CHS and spirit wear will be there
· Parade Friday 10/3

Treasurer(s)/Lyndsey Abshire & Amy Quinn
· Fundraising Updates
· Backpack is fully funded
· Spirit Wear goal met
· Very close in sponsorships goal
· Providing better data in real time to all committee chairs on what expenses are and what is paid
· Financials/budget 

Communications/Amy Reuter
· Social Media, Sponsorships, Spiritwear 
· 6 total sponsors this year
· Any social media requests goes to Amy
· Buying spirit wear at the Rally or online CHS PTO gets a percentage
· New website is up with new items for purchase-link is available on the social media pages. Will be open year round. Some items are in limited quantities.

Backpack Program/Lisa Wagnes & Jami DeBosch
· 196 bags packed this year
· Band and girl soccer food drive scheduled
· Freshman class is sponsoring a food drive
· Students can reach out to counselor if needing an outfit for homecoming
· Help still needed 11/14 for the choir canned food drive
· Will be purchasing rack for dresses

Grants/Dory Lutz
· Yet to get any applicants for the Fall
· All information is on the website and team of 3 people that review

Hospitality & Teacher Appreciation/Stephanie Ramsamooj & Nicole Recker
· 8/11 yogurt bar
· 9/4 walk of champions with 260 students participation. Any club or sport with 1st place gets to walk
· HOCO donuts with teachers on 10/2
· Next walk of champion is 12/2
· End of year 12/18 ace week hot coco and drinks for teachers. Amazon list that can be donated or brought in. will need volunteers for this event

Senior Celebration/Jessica Barrett & Jill Lipnik
· Events scheduled for (9/25, 12/11, 2/16 - during lunch, and 5/27 before school) and that we'd love volunteers for each event.
· First event today chick-fil-a and tshirts
· If you have a senior join the social media to follow the events
· Volunteer opportunities 

Questions?
· Club Sponsors- how to get one reach out to Mrs. Wiseman


Next General Meeting: November 12, 2026 (Thursday) – General PTO Meeting (11am) – Speaker: Mr. Inskeep
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