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Merced City School District
Annual Parent Notification Letter 
Federal Title I or Title III and State Requirements
To the parent(s)/guardian(s) of: [Insert STUDENT NAME] School: [Insert SCHOOL] 
Date: [Insert Date letter being sent home to parents ]
State Student ID #: [Insert SSID] Date of Birth: [Insert Date of Birth] Grade: [Insert Grade]
Primary Language: [Insert Primary LNG]

Dear Parent(s) or Guardian(s): 
Your child continues to be identified as an English learner (EL) student. Each year, we are required to assess your child and notify you of your child’s English language proficiency level. We must inform you of the language acquisition program options available. From these options you may choose the one that best suits your child (California Education Code [EC] Section 310). This letter also identifies the criteria for a student to exit the EL status (20 United States Code [U.S.C.] Section 6312[e][3][A][ii],[vi]).
Language Assessment Results
(20 U.S.C. Section 6312[e][3][A][ii])
	Composite Domains
	English Language Proficiency Assessments for California (ELPAC) Scale Score
	ELPAC Performance Level

	Overall
	[insert ELPAC OVERALL SCALE SCORE]
	[insert ELPAC OVERALL LVL]

	Oral Language
	[insert ELPAC ORAL SCALE SCORE]
	[insert ELPAC ORAL LVL]

	Written Language
	[insert ELPAC WRITTEN SCALE SCORE]
	[insert ELPAC WRITTEN LVL]



	Domain
	ELPAC Performance Level

	Listening
	[insert ELPAC LIST LVL]

	Speaking
	[insert ELPAC SPEAK LVL]

	Reading
	[insert ELPAC READ LVL]

	Writing
	[insert ELPAC WRITING LVL]


Your child is participating in an Individualized Education Program (IEP), which is on file: [Insert IEP]
A description of how your child’s program placement will contribute to meeting the objectives of the IEP, if applicable, is identified in the current IEP (20 U.S.C. Section 6312[e][3][A][vii]).

Exit (Reclassification) Criteria
(20 U.S.C. Section 6312[e][3][A][vi])
The goal of language acquisition programs is for EL students to become proficient in English as rapidly as possible and to meet state academic achievement measures. The Merced City School District exit (reclassification) criteria are listed below.
	Required Criteria
(EC Section 313[f])
	Merced City School District Criteria


	English Language Proficiency Assessment
	ELPAC Overall Performance Level 4

	Teacher Evaluation
	The student's English language skills are reviewed by their teacher, who completes the OPTEL form to provide input on the student’s English proficiency in the classroom.

	Parental Opinion and Consultation  
	Parent or guardian consultation is a required step in the reclassification process, ensuring families are informed and have an opportunity to provide input on the student’s reclassification.

	Comparison of Performance in Basic Skills
	The IXL Level Up assessment is used to measure the student’s skills in areas like reading and math. The results are then compared to the typical performance of students the same age who are already fluent in English. This helps determine if the student is ready to be reclassified as Fluent English Proficient.


Exit (Reclassification) Rate (20 U.S.C. Section 6312[e][3][A][vi])
The expected reclassification rate for students in this program is 16% percent. The reclassification rate is available on the California Department of Education Annual Reclassified Fluent English Proficient Rate Data web page at https://www.cde.ca.gov/ds/ad/filesrfep.asp.
Academic Achievement Results
(20 U.S.C. Section 6312[e][3][A][ii])
	Skill Area
	Smarter Balanced Assessment Consortium or Local Measures 
	DPA 3 – SPRING
KINDER – 2ND  GRADE
	DPA 2 – WINTER
3RD – 8TH GRADE 

	English Language Arts 
	[insert   SBAC ELA PRF LVL]
	[insert  DPA3_ELA_LVL_K2]
	[insert  DPA2_ELA_LVL_38]

	Mathematics
	[insert SBAC MATH PRF LVL]
	[insert DPA3_Math_LVL_K2]
	[insert DPA2_Math_LVL_K38]



Long Term English Learner (LTEL)/ At Risk of Becoming a Long Term English Learner (ARLTEL)
AB 81 requires local educational agencies and charter schools to annually notify parents if their child is identified as a Long Term English Learner (LTEL) or At Risk of Becoming a Long Term English Learner (ARLTEL). 

Your Student English Learner Status: One will be marked Y for YES: 

At-Risk English Learner: An English learner for 4–5 years:  «LF-AT-RISK»
Long-Term English Learner: An English learner for 6 or more years. «LF-6+»

Long-Term English Learner (LTEL*) 6+ YEARS: An English learner (EL) student to which all of the following apply: (1) is enrolled in any of grades 6 to 12, inclusive; and (2) has been enrolled in a U.S. school for six years or more; and (3) has remained at the same English language proficiency level for two or more consecutive prior years, or has regressed to a lower English language proficiency level, as determined by the English Language Development test; and (4) for students in grades 6 to 9, inclusive, has scored at the “Standard Not Met” level on the prior year administration of the CAASPP-ELA. For more information see Education Code 313.1
[bookmark: _gjdgxs]English Learner “At-Risk” of Becoming a Long-Term English Learner (“At-Risk”)* 4-5 YEARS: An English learner (EL) student to which all of the following apply: (1) is enrolled in grades 3 to 12, inclusive; and (2) has been enrolled in a U.S. school for four or five years; and (3) has scored at the intermediate level or below on the prior year’s English language development test; and (4) has scored in the fourth or fifth year at the “Standard Not Met” level on the prior year administration of the CAASPP-ELA. For more information see Education Code 313.1
[bookmark: _hagjfl46kydf]How does the program meet the educational strengths and needs of LTELs or English learners at risk of becoming LTELs?
 The English Language Development (ELD) program is designed to support the unique strengths and needs of long-term English learners (LTELs) and students at risk of becoming LTELs. Instruction builds on students’ existing language skills while addressing gaps in English proficiency. Teachers provide targeted support in vocabulary, reading comprehension, writing, and oral language skills. Small group instruction, differentiated lessons, and regular progress monitoring ensure that each student receives the support needed to succeed academically and continue advancing in English proficiency.
(3) How does the program help LTELs or at-risk English learners develop English proficiency and meet academic standards?
 The ELD program helps LTELs and at-risk students develop English proficiency through structured, standards-aligned instruction in listening, speaking, reading, and writing. Lessons connect language development with core academic content, enabling students to access grade-level standards. Teachers regularly assess progress, set individual goals, and adjust instruction to strengthen the skills students need to achieve proficiency. Targeted support and scaffolding empower students to succeed academically while advancing toward English proficiency and reclassification.
Choosing a Language Acquisition Program
Parents or guardians may choose a language acquisition program that best suits their child (EC Section 310). Language acquisition programs are educational programs designed to ensure English acquisition occurs as rapidly and effectively as possible. They provide instruction to EL students based on the state-adopted academic content standards, including English language development (ELD) standards (20 U.S.C. Section 6312[e][3][A][iii],[v]; EC Section 306[c]).

Language Acquisition Programs Offered
We are required to offer, at a minimum, a Structured English Immersion program option (EC Section 305[a][2]). We also offer the following language acquisition programs:

Structured English Immersion Program: A language acquisition program for EL students in which nearly all classroom instruction is provided in English, but with curriculum and a presentation designed for students who are learning English. At minimum, students are offered designated ELD and provided access to grade level academic subject matter content with integrated ELD.
Dual-Language Immersion Program: A language acquisition program also referred to as Two-Way Immersion that provides language learning and academic instruction for native speakers of English and native speakers of another language with the goals of high academic achievement, first and second language proficiency, and cross-cultural understanding. This program should be designed using evidence-based research and include both designated and integrated ELD. Currently, MCSD’s Dual-Language Immersion Program is offered to kindergarten and first-grade students at Stowell Elementary School and is open to families throughout the district.
Parents or guardians may choose a language acquisition program that best suits their child. Schools in which the parents or guardians of 30 students or more per school or the parents or guardians of 20 students or more in any grade request a language acquisition program that is designed to provide language instruction shall be required to offer such a program to the extent possible (20 U.S.C. Section 6312[e][3][A][viii][III]; EC Section 310[a]).
Parents or guardians may provide input regarding language acquisition programs during the development of the Local Control and Accountability Plan (EC Section 52062). If interested in a different program from those listed above, please contact Veronica Villa at 209-385-6331 to ask about the process.
Although schools have an obligation to serve all EL students, parents or guardians of EL students have a right to decline or opt their children out of a school’s EL program or out of particular EL services within an EL program. If parents or guardians opt their children out of a school’s EL program or specific EL services, the children retain their status as EL students and will be assessed annually with the Summative ELPAC. The school remains obligated to take the affirmative steps required by Title VI of the Civil Rights Act of 1964 and the appropriate actions required by the Equal Education Opportunity Act of 1974 to provide EL students access to its educational programs (20 U.S.C. sections 1703[f], 6312[e][3][A][viii]).
