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The 2027 scholarship is $5,500/year for up to two (2) years. 

Awardees also receive a laptop.



SEIDLER FOUNDATION TWO-YEAR SCHOLARSHIP FOR KIRKWOOD COMMUNITY COLLEGE
APPLIED FOR AND AWARDED AT 12TH GRADE

https://seidlerfoundation.org/
Starting in spring 2025, the Seidler Foundation added a new scholarship opportunity which is applied for at 12th grade of high school by students attending Jefferson, Kennedy, or Washington High Schools in the Cedar Rapids School District in Cedar Rapids, Iowa. The scholarship supports enrollment and attendance only at Kirkwood Community College in Iowa to earn an associate’s degree and/or a credit-bearing certificate/diploma. 
Scholarships are awarded at the end of 12th grade of high school. Awardees that remain eligible will receive up to $5,500 of financial support each year for up to two (2) years of postsecondary education. Awardees that complete an associate degree in two (2) years with a 3.0 minimum cumulative GPA will be eligible to apply for continued scholarship funding of $11,000/year for two (2) additional years to enroll at a 4-year postsecondary institution and earn a bachelor’s degree. The scholarship was increased to $11,000 and $5,500 in 2026.

Visit the Seidler Foundation website at https://seidlerfoundation.org/scholarship/ to learn more about and apply for the scholarship. Below are scholarship eligibility requirements. Look at 12th Grade Scholarship Information.

	Students with Financial Need 
	Low- or modest-income students defined as ≤12,000 SAI (Student Aid Index) on the FAFSA 

	GPA 
	2.0 cumulative unweighted high school GPA including fall semester of 12th grade and cumulative unweighted final high school GPA of 2.0 or higher 

	Citizenship and Immigration Status
	Lawfully present in the United States, or present in the United States under a deferred removal program, as identified by at least one of the following: 
• A United States citizen or national of the United States 
• A U.S. lawful permanent resident 
• An individual authorized to live and work in the U.S. 
• An individual that is DACA eligible and DACA applied/approved

	Priority Academic Fields
	Any field 

	Postsecondary Enrollment Requirement 
	· Associate’s degree earners must be enrolled full-time in a minimum of 12 credit hours per semester and 24 credits per academic year
· Credit-bearing certificate/diploma earners must be enrolled in the required class sequence and number of credit hours for that sequence

	Annual $ Value
	$5,500 annually for up to two (2) academic years and four (4) semesters. 

	How $ Can be Applied/Used
	Tuition, fees, books, and supplies

	Scholarship Payments 
	The fall semester payment of $2,750 is sent to KCC by August 1 and the spring payment of $2,750 is sent to KCC by January 1. Funds are put into the student account. 

	Annual Renewability Requirement
	· Associate degree earners must have been enrolled full-time and completed a minimum of 12 credit hours/semester and 24 credits/academic year
· Credit-bearing certificate/diploma earners must have been enrolled in the required class sequence and completed the number of credit hours for that sequence.
· Maintain a 2.0 cumulative GPA while enrolled in college. 

	Forms to be Completed 
	1. Before fall enrollment, complete Senior Year Eligibility Form by June 15 on which you will provide your final high school transcript and share which academic program you will be enrolled in
1. Complete Annual Renewal Form by June 1 each spring as condition of receiving next year’s funding 
1. Complete the Final College Year Completion Form by June 1 after completion of the associate degree or credit-bearing credential/diploma.
1. Complete the Application to Continue in a Bachelor’s Degree Form by June 1 if you are seeking additional scholarship support to earn a bachelor’s degree



The Seidler Foundation has both an 11th grade scholarship offered to students at Jefferson, Kennedy, and Washington High Schools to attend any postsecondary institution AND a 12th grade scholarship only to attend Kirkwood Community College:
· If a student applies and is not awarded a scholarship in 11th grade, they can apply for the 12th grade scholarship – if they are eligible – which may only be used to attend Kirkwood Community College.  

2027 APPLICATION ESSAY PROMPTS
As a part of the application process, applicants will answer two (2) essays of 250-750 words each (essays are a significant part of scoring and awarding and comprise near 45% of the application score). The applicant will work on each essay in a WORD document, proofread them, and then upload them into the into the online scholarship portal in PDF format. It is critical that an applicant fully answers each essay Q and follow directions on the portal regarding essay format. The Qs are listed below:

1. How will earning a certificate and/or an associate’s degree enable you to reach your personal and/or career goals?
1. How are you prepared to succeed in college and why should you receive a scholarship? Include how courses you have taken in high school have prepared you to succeed. 
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