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The 2027 scholarship is $11,000/year for 4-year and $5,500/year for 2-year college attendance. 

Awardees also receive a laptop.




HOW TO APPLY FOR AND RENEW THE SEIDLER FOUNDATION 11th GRADE SCHOLARSHIPThe Seidler Foundation annually awards renewable college scholarships to 11th graders at Jefferson, Kennedy, and Washington High Schools in the Cedar Rapids School District in Cedar Rapids, Iowa. Awards are made at the end of 11th grade of high school. Awardees that remain eligible will receive financial support each year for up to four (4) years of postsecondary education ($11,000/year for enrollment at a 4-year campus and $5,500/year for enrollment at a 2-year campus). Visit the Seidler Foundation website to learn more about and apply for the scholarship:  https://seidlerfoundation.org/scholarship/  Look at 11th Grade Scholarship Information. 


Eligibility Requirements:
	Students with Financial Need 
	Low- or modest-income students defined as ≤12,000 SAI (Student Aid Index) on the FAFSA Estimator (and FAFSA in 12th grade)

	GPA 
	3.0 cumulative unweighted high school GPA including fall semester of 12th grade and cumulative unweighted final high school GPA of 3.0 or higher

	Citizenship and Immigration Status
	Lawfully present in the United States, or present in the United States under a deferred removal program, as identified by at least one of the following: 
• A United States citizen or national of the United States 
• A U.S. lawful permanent resident 
• An individual authorized to live and work in the U.S. 
• An individual that is DACA eligible and DACA applied/approved

	Priority Academic Fields
	Any field

	Postsecondary Enrollment Requirement 
	Must be enrolled full-time in a minimum of 12 credit hours per semester and a minimum of 24 credits per academic year

	Annual $ Value
	$11,000 annually for up to four (4) academic years and eight (8) semesters. Fall payments are sent to campus by August 1, and spring payments by January 1.

	How $ Can be Applied/Used
	Tuition, fees, books, and supplies, on-campus housing and food



Process and Timeline:
	November 1, 2026
	Scholarship Application Portal opens. Create your Profile by going to the Scholarship Page at seidlerfoundation.org and clicking on APPLY NOW. Take the Eligibility Quiz to determine eligibility to apply. 

If eligible to apply, start your application. 

Eligible applicants must complete all steps listed below (and will be guided to do so on the application form) and hit SUBMIT by the deadline for the application to be considered:
· Complete the 11th Grade Scholarship Application Form which asks for contact information and easy-to-answer information.
· Answer 3 essays, each 250-750 words. The applicant will work on essays in WORD documents which you will then upload. 
· Upload:
1) High school transcript, showing 9th grade through 1st semester of 11th grade year 
2) FAFSA Estimated SAI (Student Aid Index) Report Form – upload the full SAI report
3) Extracurricular Participation Table
4) Work History Table
· Identify and invite one Recommender – a teacher or counselor at your high school who can speak to your preparedness to be successful in college. 
· Read and check and sign that you have read and understand and agree to the terms of the Participation Agreement.
· Click SUBMIT. You must hit SUBMIT for your application to be considered. You can review and revise materials until you hit SUBMIT.

	February 5, 2027
	Scholarship Application Deadline

	Late March 
	Notification of Scholarship Awards

	Late March
	Notification to Awardees also Selected for the Cornell College Opportunity (for more information, please see the Cornell College Opportunity tab on the Scholarship page at seidlerfoundation.org

	June 1 after High School Graduation 
	Complete and Submit the Senior Year Eligibility Check Form - to verify you have remained eligible for the scholarship funding and communicate where you will attend college

	Fall of 1st Year of College
	Scholarship Funding Starts. One half of the annual scholarship is sent to your campus before August 1 and the second half before December 1 each year.

	June 1 after Each Year of College 
	Complete and Submit the Annual Renewal Form - to verify you have remained eligible for the scholarship funding and communicate where you will attend college the coming year

	June 1 after 4th Year of College and/or Final Year of College Support 
	Complete and Submit the Final College Year Completion Form - to communicate graduation details 



ESSAY PROMPTS
Applicants will answer three (3) essays, each 250-750 words. Applicants will work on essays in WORD documents, proofread them, and upload them into the application in the online portal. It is critical that you fully answer each essay Q (near 45% of the score is based on essays) and follow directions on the portal about essay format. The Qs are:
1. How will earning a college degree and/or certificate enable you to reach your personal and/or career goals?
1. How are you prepared to succeed in college and why should you receive a scholarship? Include how courses you have taken in high school have prepared you to succeed. 
1. In your application you described your extracurricular activities and work history. What did you learn from these experiences and how did they prepare you for success in college and your future? 

TEACHER/COUNSELOR RECOMMENDATION FORM
Applicants will identify and invite one high school teacher or counselor to submit a recommendation on the online portal. Recommenders should be able to speak to your preparedness to be successful in college. Ask the recommender in person and invite them in your application – ask your recommender by December 1 and invite them at least 4 weeks before the application deadline. Recommender Qs are:
1. Describe and provide an example of the applicant’s character and good citizenship. 
1. Describe and provide an example of the applicant’s high school study habits and behaviors that demonstrate a commitment to learning.
1. Describe and provide an example of the applicant’s preparation for college and describe why the Seidler Foundation Scholarship is important to the student. 
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