Chamber Education Committee / Business Advisory Council Minutes
August 25, 2026
Location Host: SARTA 1600 Gateway Blvd SE Canton, Oh 44707

Attendance 
	Krista Allison
	Emil Alecusan
	Rick Baxter
	Dr. Bryan Boatright
	Dawn Campanelli

	Chris Campbell
	Scott Campbell
	Matt Cola
	Jeff Dafler
	Chris DiLoreto

	Teresa Fox
	Joel Daniel Harris
	Mike Hearn
	Lori Howerton
	Gary Kandel

	Jennifer Kessel
	Eugene Lingenhoel
	Dan Lowmiller
	Brent May
	Robert McBride

	Adam McKenzie
	Tiffany Rogers
	Paul Salvino
	Michelle Shaffer
	Nathan Stutz

	Lisa Talbert
	Larry Tausch
	Christine Taylor
	Stephanie Werren
	Matt Whitted

	Brett Yeagley
	Matt Ziders
	Latrice Virola
	Clayton Popik
	Tanika Freeman

	
	
	
	
	



1. Call to Order. Welcome and Approval of the Agenda and 5/26 Minutes
Bob McBride, LPA, Ennis Britton Co., Chamber Business Advisory Council Chairperson called the meeting to order at 12:06PM. Robert requested to approve the May meeting minutes. Chris DiLoreto made the motion and Larry Tausch seconded. Upon being put to a vote the motion carried. 

2. SARTA Welcome – Latrice Virola, Director of Customer Relations, SARTA. 
Latrice Virola thanked everyone for coming and introduced Ralph Lee, CEO, and Clayton Poik, Director of Planning, and Tanika Freeman, Customer Relations Administrator.  Latrice explained her role, covering customer facing operations by phone, in the transit centers, information tables at community events, social media, website and ProLine which is for people with ADA disabilities, and highlighted SARTA’s community impact and the upcoming renewal levy on November 3rd.  Latrice also announced that SARTA has another event scheduled today debuting a shower bus to the community. 

3. Connecting with SARTA Presentation – Latrice Virola, Director of Customer Relations, SARTA and Clayton Popik, Director of Planning, SARTA

Clayton Popik outlined SARTA’s new mission: “Creating connecting opportunities one ride at a time.” The vision is to drive Stark County towards a relevant and sustainable service, that is an available and convenient choice.  Cornerstone values include trust, customer service, teamwork, and professionalism. Clayton introduced new management and some familiar faces on the Executive Staff including Ralph Lee, Joe Wayne, Mark Finnicum, Tammy Marie Brown, and Craig Smith. Clayton explained the revenue sources for SARTA, including passenger fares, sales tax, grants and reimbursements and the importance of community engagement, service initiatives, and financial stability. Clayton provided a breakdown of funding and stated the 2025 & 2026 budgets were similar.  The ProLine Plus for areas not covered by fixed routes was mentioned to show that expanding to rural areas is on the radar for service.  Sarta has 5 properties to maintain; Gateway, downtown Canton, Alliance, Belden Village and Massillon. 

Latrice Virola highlighted the benefits of working for SARTA, including an onsite clinic, healthcare and OPERS retirement. Various job opportunities are available, including coach operators, maintenance techs, and administrative jobs.  SARTA is certified as a state CDL testing site, allowing for in-house drive testing.  Outreach and partnerships with schools, businesses and nonprofit organizations allow SARTA to provide transportation services to meet the needs of the community.  Current ride hours are 5:45AM to 9:45PM and transportation agreements with schools allow students to use bus services year around.  Latrice explained the employment pass program which will work with a business by providing a small amount of bus passes so employees have access to transportation.  Latrice answered questions about working with businesses and expanding hours.  Latrice offered a tour to anyone interested.


4. Review of Outcomes for Canton Regional Chamber of Commerce Bootcamp – Christine Taylor, Vice President, Programs and Partnerships, Stark Education Partnership

Christine Taylor discussed the successful educator bootcamp with positive feedback from participants and suggestions for future improvements.  Jeff Dafler thanked SARTA for their partnership in the teacher boot camp, highlighting its importance for the education committee.  

5. Adjourn & Tour 

Bob McBride adjourned the meeting at 12:57PM.
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