PTA MEETING AGENDA
Ringgold Elementary School South (RESS)

	DATE: 09/17/2026
	TIME: 7:00 PM
	LOCATION: RESS Cafeteria



1. WELCOME & INTRODUCTIONS
· Sign-in and Pledge. Meeting called to order by PTA President, Dee Kennedy at 6:04pm.
ATTENDEES: Dee Gunia, Amy Carson, Desiree Durka, Seneca Whitlatch, Clare Theakston, Marc Berry, Nikki Williams, Lauren Bowker, Nicole Vitalbo, Kayla McCormick, Ashley Knight, Krista Snyder, Dolly Sichi, Lisa Fraino
Guest Speakers: Police Department- Officer Clay Shell, Officer Leo, Officer Dana
Guest Speaker Report: Officers Clay Shell (Chief of Police for School District) discussed what department does for district. Discussed police presence and routine with Ringgold School District. Traffic control, truancy, drills. 
Police presence- police chief, police sergeant, 2 police officers. Officer Leo at RESS 2pm-10pm. Officer Dana at RESN. Signs at school for numbers to reach officers for non-emergency needs.  
Ringgold School District Police Department Duty Cell Phone: 724-288-0091
Officer Dana discussed ALICE Training and provided ALICE Procedures. Lockdown drill. Will occur at RESS Monday 9/21 and Tuesday 9/22. They do other drills too, weather drills, bus drills, etc. Active shooter drill with staff and faculty (no students). 
2. PRINCIPAL’S REPORT
· Mr. Berry will provide an update on school activities and priorities.
· September- Give PTA important calendar dates with RESS events (field trip, PBIS, etc). 
· Explored ideas of Donuts with Grown-ups, Breakfast with Buddies, to discuss and look more into details and wrinkles. Overhaul of Holiday concert, may break down in 2 day concert
· K, 1, 2- TBD
· 3, 4, Orchestra, Chorus- Thursday before
· Car drop off fast passes- not possible
· October 8, Ringgold Highschool playing Uniontown doing high school version of college game day. Ideas to get more people there. Interact club with Bill Calloway. Marc suggested Kidzone with Kona ice, bounce houses, etc. Looking into PTA partnering for this.

3. FINANCIAL REPORT
· Review treasurer’s report and budget
· President, Dee Kennedy, reviewed treasurer report. Current balance $5,643.88. Some additional funds in Venmo not yet transferred or accounted for until fundraiser ends.

4. COMMITTEE INFO
· Sign-up for committees
i. QR code on agenda to access PTA information, including committee descriptions
· Fire-River Safety: K, 1, 2, 3 with Fire company Thurs 10/8, 4th Grade with State program 10/9
	
5. MEMBER UPDATES
· Volunteer Badge & Membership sign-up/ dues check-in. Need badge to volunteer at all events. PTA can help. Send info to Nikki Mathews for badge. 
· Ideas to encourage volunteer participation
· BINGO & Raffle
· Tickets for raffles discussed as another option
· Reward Incentives (class or members win “Movies with VIP”, “Donuts with Grown-ups”, “Pizza with my Pal”, etc. for volunteering so many hours at bookfair or Santa shop)
· Other ideas?

6. EVENTS (see calendar for more)
· Pumpkin Decorating Contest- Looking for contact for pumpkin donation. Every class gets a pumpkin to decorate for contest. 
· Make-up Picture Day (10/22)
· Red Ribbon Week (10/23-10/31)- VP Amy Carson started looking into theme and planning. This year’s theme is super hero. 
· Halloween Party & Parade (10/30)
· Trick or Treat Stations- possible. Principal Marc Berry to consider and explore further with executive board.
· Schedule: most likely start at 9:10am for parade
· Activity center ideas (scare center, treat stations)
· Activities for support classroom students
· Principal Marc Berry to make schedule and send to executive board
· Vendor Show: 11/14
· Seneca discussed plans for vendor show- where to have it, cafeteria or gym, spots to fit, or hall, food trucks outside. Discussed charge for vendors, for $40 and basket donation. Need to work on advertising and get applications. Need to put in request for facility, set up at 8am for set up and show runs 10am-4pm, clean up by 5pm. Probably having vendors in Gym, or trail through all to cafeteria. Will need to pay fee for maintenance (overtime fee).
· Skate Parties- Mr. Berry has Thurs 11/12 on schedule tentatively, may need to change depending on availability of skating rink party days. Also planning to plan jointly with RESN.

7. FUNDRAISERS through Fall (see PTA Planner for more)
· Joseph’s Nursery (ends 9/18)
· Whole Soul Candles- soy candles, local business with Jenna Suk. Forms will be coming out soon.
· “Wave of Honor” Flags (ends 10/23)- Some in storage. Kayla McCormick noted Ms. Long said she will donate flags. 11/5 9:15am Veterans Day Program. 
· Sponsorships (ends 1/29)- 
· Spirt-Wear w/ BeeGraphix (on-going all year)- Clare noted they are currently in process of adding Pink Out items for October Breast Cancer awareness month
· “Flock A Teacher”, other cancer awareness fundraiser, or skip this year, kids pay $1 for Flamingo to “flock their teacher”. Seneca suggested giving updates on what class is in the lead. Donate portion to cancer foundation. Ashley Knight brought up Mrs. Clause for the North Hills- donates hair boxes. Nikki Williams shared information on Westmoreland Walks that supports people with cancer. 
· Turkey Feathers- each grade competition for most feathers. 
· Kayla McCormick- suggested idea food fundraiser for “Day before Thanksgiving” Food
· Kids’ Bank Accounts- papers sent home. PTA gets $10 per account opened. 

8. Administrative
· Update signers and confirm bank account change to a community partner
· Bylaws update – presented at meeting & informed members they will be available for review for 30 days and voted on at November meeting. May post to district site if allowed.
MEETING ADJOURNED AT: 7:28pm
NEXT MEETING: October 15, 2026 at 7pm in RESS Cafeteria!
