[bookmark: _sa5f7r9g8ewl]Orpheus in the MSAB
Faith: MSAB presents 

All Voice Actors: Orpheus and the Underworld

Anna W: A radio drama based off of the myth Orpheus and the Underworld

[bookmark: _4tcskqrhlk6r]Scene 1: At a packed concert
SFX: Orpheus finishing the end of an upbeat pop song, the crowd goes wild

Nymph 1: (sighs a dreamy sigh)

Nymph 2: His voice is just like gorgeous

Nymph 3: I could never

Satyr 1: Orpheus! Can you sign my chest!?

Nymph 2: (to Euridice) I’m so jealous of you, he’s so talented.

RV Guy: (muttering to himself in the background. Some words are understood like “candy” “San Diego” and “wedding”)

Orpheus: (to the crowd) That song goes out to anyone trying to find love. And if you can’t find love - come to my wedding!

Crowd reaction: gasping, squealing

Nymph 2: About time!

Nymph 3: Wow! You really broke the piano with this one Euridice!

Euridice (blushing): Yes queen, the limestone manifestation. The energy, you know?

(All nymphs agreeing at the same time)

Nymphy 1: yeaaaaaah

Nymph 2: mmhmm mmhmm

Nymph 3: yeah, so true

Orpheus: (walking into the crowd) Everybody I have an important announcement to make!

SFX: Crowds goes completely silent but you can still hear nature sounds 

RV Guy: (very sarcastic) huh, What could this possibly be, hueh

Nymph 2: giggles

Orpheus: Me and Euridice (inhale) are getting married tomorrow!

SFX: Crowd reaction. huge reactions, cheering, etc

Orpheus: Everyone’s invited, there will be food!

Nymph 1: (yelling over crowd) Check my insta if you can’t make it! I’ll be liiiiivvvve!

SFX: crowd excitedly starts to leave the venue

Satyr 2: That’s an amazing concert man!

Nymph 3: Yeah I know, and can you believe he actually proposed?

Satyr 1: Took him long enough.

Butterscotch Grandma: (to crowd as they disperse) Everyone take a butterscotch for the road! Just take one!

SFX: Crowd fades out. Light rain starts. 
SFX: Footsteps of Orpheus and Euridice walking home together.

Orpheus (to Euridice): Did you see it’s a full moon tonight? You can charge your rock thingys!

Euridice (sighs, lovingly): You mean crystals. (Said as a statement, not a question)

Orpheus: Righhhhht. Soooo did you notice the song at the beginning?

Euridice: (thinking out loud) I felt a connection... It’s right on the top of my head. Oh! That song from the Grammarly ad!

Orpheus: Yeah it is, but remember that one night, at the 711? Where we-

Euridice (cutting him off): Oh! Oh! The night we met! And look at us now, getting married. All our friends, all our family… (trails off)
(Gasps) Did you hear, Nymph 2 is bringing a plus one? I think it’s that one guy. You know, the guy she keeps giggling at? The one who takes up four parking spots with his RV?

Orpheus: Yeah, he’s the reason Grandma couldn’t set up her butterscotch cart! (Getting a bit riled up) Did you notice that when I was about to make our big announcement he was all like (making fun of him) “What could this possibly be?”

Euridice: (scoffs) Yeah, so rude. I can’t wait for tomorrow. You’d better go, it’s almost midnight! I’ll see you tomorrow. I love you.

Orpheus: (looking back at her, sighs) I love you too.

[bookmark: _erdx2rp2wysj]Scene 2: The next day 
SFX: crowd murmuring. Chairs bumping around. Birds
SFX: phone screen tap or other going live sound

Nymph 1: (talking excitedly into her phone): And we’re live! Sorry I had some trouble getting things set up. This is the wedding ceremony for Orpheus and Euridice (squeals)!

SFX: footsteps walking in the grass

Nymph 1: (quickly hushing crowd)

SFX: gentle music underneath using the same tune as Orpheus’ song but much more calm

Nymph 1: (quietly, but aggressively whispering into her phone) OMG here he comes! 

Satyr 2: (yelling) You go bro!

Nymph 3: shhhhhhh!!

SFX: raccoon stumbling down the aisle. Grunts, chittering.

Nymph 1: (into phone) OMG a raccoon!

Nymph 2: (to Nymph 1) That’s Pinocchio! Oh my gosh I’ve never seen him in real life before.

Nymph 3: (to Nymph 1) Yeah he’s super antisocial. I heard he never dies. They say he’s been in Orpheus’s family for generations.

SFX: music swells, moves to bridal march 

Nymph 1: (to her phone) And there’s the bride! Wow, I’ve never seen a dress that big before!

SFX: soft butterscotch wrappers crinkling in Butterscotch Grandma’s pocket

Butterscotch grandma: By the power vested in me I now pronounce you man and wife. You may kiss the bride.

Nymph 1: SLAY!

SFX: crowd cheers

[bookmark: _5j5ccnh2yhx9]Scene 3: The wedding reception
SFX: glasses clinking, crowd murmuring, muffled light flute music

Nymph 1: Hey everyone on the live! Welcome to the wedding reception. The food looks great here!

Nymph 2: I heard Pinocchio made the desserts - (gets cut off)

RV Guy: (frustrated) HEY! Everybody shut up!

SFX: all sounds stop

RV Guy: Honestly I don't hate these people. I don’t even KNOW these people! 

SFX: quiet slithering a gentle taps

RV Guy: (continuing) but this is just what I do. (to Orpheus) You sing pretty songs. (to Euridice) You look pretty. (the the crowd) and Emily and I…

SFX: heavy cooler being set down. Latches pop open.

RV Guy: Curse weddings...

SFX: giant snake lurches across the floor
SFX: crowd screaming and running

Euridice: Wait what??

Orpheus: Euridice!

SFX: snake bites Euridice. Euridice falls to the ground.

Orpheus: NO!!! 

SFX: Orpheus crushes on the snake by stepping on it

Orpheus: Oh gross! It got on my shoe.

Euridice: (feebily coughing)

Orpheus: Euridice, Euridice!

Eurdice: Hey…

Orpheus: Let me see your leg!

SFX: fabric being moved

Euridice: Does it look okay

Orpheus: (gasps) ummm… (starting to cry) Somebody please help!

Satyr 1: What do you want me to do??

Euridice: (weakly) At least the snake had pretty stripes (lets out a final breath).

Orpheus: NO!

Nymph 3: (crying)

Orpheus: (whispering to Eurdice) I swear I’ll find a way to bring you back.

[bookmark: _fl70fznxezbj]Scene 4: Euridice’s funeral
SFX: all Nymphs are sobbing

Nymph 3: She was my best friend.

Nymph 1: And right after her wedding…

Nymph 2: I can’t believe Orpheus killed Emily like that!

Nymph 3: Who cares about the stupid snake! Take that back!

Nymph 2: (deep breath) Euridice wasn’t the only death here!

SFX: all Nymphs start arguing

[bookmark: _k5vismfvzxxy]Scene 5: Outside the 7//11 where Orpheus and Euridice met
SFX: gas station doorbell, gravel crunching underfoot, Big sigh from Orpheus. 

Butterscotch: Hey sweetie. Are you okay?

Orpheus: Yea- (cuts himself off) No! (starts to cry)

Butterscotch: Have a butterscotch sweetie.

SFX: wrapper crinkling, faint doorbell

Orpheus: (still crying) Thanks

Butterscotch: (Takes his hand and proceeds to gently pat it throughout the rest of the scene)
What if I told you a little family secret? I know how to bring your wife back.

SFX: ambient music, seemingly hopeful sounding. Birds chirping in the distance

Orpheus: (with butterscotch candy in his mouth) You do??

Butterscotch: Here’s what you need to do. Go down to the old railroad tracks at sundown. Walk into the abandoned tunnel about ten steps and start whistling. A few notes should do it.

Orpheus: (with butterscotch in his mouth) Why there?

Butterscotch: Well to get you into the underworld of course!

Orpheus: Where are all the dead people go??

Butterscotch: Yes of course sweetie. 

Orpheus: Why those tracks? Why that tunnel?

Butterscotch: The gateway shifts every few years. That’s just where it is for right now.

Orpheus: How do you know all of this??

Butterscotch: (chuckles): Hades and I - well I call him Paul, but you shouldn’t call him that - go way back. 

Orpheus: But how do I get Euridice back?

Butterscotch: It’s different for everybody. It depends on Paul - I-I mean Hades’s - mood that day. Well I’ve got to get going! Take some candies for the road, you’ll be glad you did.

SFX: Butterscotch Grandma’s footsteps walking away

Orpheus: (yelling to her) Wait! What do I whistle?

Butterscotch: (distantly) Aren’t you the world's greatest musician? I’m sure you can figure out something to whistle dear. 

SFX: Orpheus starts walking 

Orpheus: (with pauses, mumbling to himself) Old rail tracks. Walk in tunnel, ten steps. Whistle. Hmmm. Something by the Beatles? Come on Orpheus, you can do this. You can do this.

Orpheus: I forgot how gross this place was. Is that a dead bird? 

SFX: more walking, but you can tell he is jumping over / avoiding gross things

Orpheus: Whatever killed that animal must have been huge. Eeewh it’s covered in worms!

SFX: Footsteps become echoey. Orpheus steps in a puddle

Orpheus: (groans) Great.

Orpheus: Wait. (counting slowly) One, two, three, four, five. Has it been ten steps? I don’t remember.

SFX: Orpheus walks back to the entrance of the tunnel

Orpheus: (counts to ten outloud)

Orpheus: (whistles one phrase of the tune The Wheels on The Bus)

SFX: sound of stone grating against stone. The wall is opening

Orpheus: I thought she was joking! How do I even get ready for this??.

SFX: Orpheus starts jumping up and down. Doing a few squats. Lets out a few grunts/breaths. Starts getting out of breath.

Orpheus: I can’t tell if this is anxiety, or if I just need to work out more. (Takes a deep breath)

SFX: Orpheus walking deeper into the tunnel.
SFX: the sound of moving water slowly fades up

Orpheus: Jeez it’s hot in here.

Orpheus and Carron: (bumping into each other) Ah!!

Carron: You’re really pink for a dead guy. 

Orpheus: Well, I’m not dead, so…

Carron: (laughs)

Orpheus: No seriously, I’m alive, and I really need to get across this river.

Carron: Well that’s technically my job, and I love my job, but I can’t do that unless you’re dead. It’s against protocol.

Orpheus: What if I paid you? (digs in his pockets) Would this convince you? (offers a butterscotch candy).

Carron: (puts the candy in his mouth with the wrapper still on) Ew.

Orpheus: You have to take the plastic bit off.

Carron: The what?

Orpheus: The outside! The crickely part!

Carron: Oh. (takes out candy. Discards wrapper, puts it back in his mouth). Mmmm It’s amazing. Yeah I’ll take you across the river.

Orpheus: You will?? Ok!

SFX: creaking boat sounds

Orpheus: (hesitantly) This boat doesn’t look very stable.

Carron: It’s made out of ribcages.

Orpheus: Oh.

Carron: (pats the boat) It’s very stable though, it’s made out of rib cages

SFX: a piece of the rib cage breaks and splashes into the water

Carron: And we’re off!

SFX: Boat starts moving and scraping across the sand and splashes into the water. Carron begins pulling them across the river with a big stick. Big waves in the river.

Orpheus: (begins breathing heavily, nervously) 

SFX: faint cries and screams in the waves
      
Orpheus: What is that sound!?

Carron: Probably the last guy. He couldn’t pay so I had to push him off. Happens more than you would think.

Orpheus: (voice high pitched from anxiety) Oh! Great! (sniffing) What is that smell?

Carron: Oh you know, just normal river stuff (trails off ominously). You look green enough, so I’m just going to leave it at river stuff.

SFX: boat bumps the shore. Another piece of the ribcage boat falls off

Orpheus: Alright thank you so much! (starts walking away)

Carron: Wait…who are you and how did I get over here?

Orpheus: (thinking quickly, unwraps a candy) Here quick just put this in your mouth.

Carron: (eating it) Mmmmm. (in a very peaceful happy voice) Have a miserable rest of your day! Hope to never see you again!

Orpheus: Uh thanks man. You too!

Orpheus: Hang on, I’m coming for you Euridice.

SFX: Spooky organ music

[bookmark: _q5q8k2253gu3]Scene 6: The Underworld
Orpheus: (sweating) I should have brought a fan.

SFX: Orpheus keeps walking. loud grunting and groaning from hounds

Orpheus: Hey gentlemen - uh gentle critters…

Hounds: (growl menicingly) 

Orpheus: Oh okay, not gentle! Not gentle!

Hounds: (start purring)

Orpheus: Is Hades your master?

Hounds: (happy growl)

Orpheus: Um okay. So, I’ll just follow you then?

Hounds: (growl and start running)

SFX: running and crashing through dead trees. Orpheus runs into a tree

Tree spirit 1: Hey! Watch where you’re going!

Orpheus: I’m so sorry man!

Tree spirit 1: (sees his face) OooOOoo, it’s okay!

Orpheus: (yelling as he runs) I gotta go!

Tree spirit 1: (also yelling) Wait! Are you Orpheus??

Orpheus: Sorry I really got to go!

Tree spirit 1: Rude! This is why you should never meet your favorite celebrities!

SFX: Orpheus and hounds are still running. Hounds skid to a sudden stop. Orpheus runs into them

Hounds: (yelping from Orpheus hitting them)

Orpheus: Sorry!!

Hounds: (start howling)

Orpheus: Shhh!! Shhhh!! Stop it! Why are you crying!? Are you yelling at me!?

SFX: big heavy footsteps

Henchman 1: Quiet down!

Henchman 2: (to the hounds) What did you bring us?

Hounds: (lots of gruntings and sounds)

Henchman 1: (to Henchman 2): What, you still haven’t taught them how to talk??

Orpheus: (interrupting them, heroically) Greetings great beasts! I am Orpheus. I am here to speak with Lord Hades. 

Henchmen: (start laughing)

Henchman 1: (mocking him) I came to see Lord Hades!

Orpheus: I- uh. I mean. I don’t understand what’s so funny.

Henchman 2: You don’t just come and SEE Lord Hades. Where are your documents?

Orpheus: uhhh (pulls out another butterscotch candy) Here they are!

Henchman 1: That don’t look like no documents

Henchman 2: Maybe it’s a post it note

Henchman 1: (walking over) We don’t ask for post it notes! You're also flushed for a dead guy.

Orpheus: (weakly/breathy) I had uh, great skincare when I was alive

SFX: wrapper crinkle

Henchman 1: (picks up candy) First of all this ain’t no document. And also why are you so wet? Is that sweat?! Dead guys don’t sweat!

Orpheus: No no no no no! It’s river water. I uh, fell in!

Hounds: growling (slowly moving in)

Orpheus: (word vomiting) Okay okay! I’m not dead! I’m alive! My wife got bit by a snake right after we got married! I’m just coming to get her back and then I’ll leave! I’m just trying to be happy with my wife! I’m not trying to -

SFX: sound of motorcycle

Hades: What’s going on here?

Hounds: all growling, trying to communicate

Hades: You taught them how to talk yet?

Henchman 2: Please don’t fire me! (starts stuttering) I’ll teach them next week I promise!

SFX: Hades revs his motorcycle

Hades: Enough!!

SFX: Hades walks up to Orpheus. Pushes hounds out the the way

Hound: (whimpers)

Hades: Why are you here?

Orpheus: I’m here to get my wife back. Euridice.

Hades: Who?

Orpheus: Euridice! She was bit by a snake. On our wedding day.

Hades: Oh! The one who came in yesterday. I don’t normally bargain with mortals but this is an unusual situation. Meet me back at my palace in an hour. I’ve got to finish my ride.

Orpheus: Can I ride with you?

Hades: NO! This is my time with Betsy!

Orpheus: Betsy?

SFX: motorcycle revs

Hades: (zooming away) Let’s go Betsy!

[bookmark: _3gruvjllstz9]Scene 7: Hades Palace
SFX: motorcycle riding into the room

Persephone: Like, how was your ride with Betsy honey? (squeals) Also who’s that cute guy? 

Orpheus: (from across the room) Sorry but I’m very married.

Hades: This creature right here (gestures to Orpheus) 

Orpheus: huh!

Hades: (ignoring him) Is one of the first humans to make it to the underworld alive! (to Persephone) Other than you of course!

Persephone: But, like, why though??

Orpheus: Well you see, my wife -

Hades: (cutting him off) He’s here to get his wife back. You know, the one who got bit by a snake?

Persephone: The one that just came in yesterday?

Hades: Indeed.

Orpheus: Life hasn’t been the same without her! (sniffing, beginning to cry) Please

Persephone: (yawning) Heard it before…this guy is boring.

Hades: You’re boring my wife. Tell you what, if you can entertain her maybe we’ll have a deal.

Orpheus: What do you mean entertain her?

Hades: (snaps his fingers) 

SFX: henchmen footsteps, hauling large objects

Hades: This is not what I requested!

Henchman 1: (stuttering) Sorry Lord Hades. We thought you would want the tuba, the xylophone - (get’s cut off)

Henchman 2: (shushing him)

Hades: (exasperated) Do I have to spell it out for you? The piano. You know, the thing with the white and black keys. The drums. The thing you hit. The guitar. The one with the strings. And the microphone. Now chop chop!

SFX: Henchmen run off to grab things

Hades: (to himself) Incompetent fools

Persephone: (yawns)

SFX: Henchmen running in with instruments. Thuds of instruments being placed down

Hades: (to Orpheus) Get ready boy.

Orpheus: (clears his throat)

SFX: paper unfolding, guitar string being hit, mic feedback

Orpheus: (takes a deep breath in and out)

SFX: Orpheus Song (Orpheus humming with piano, guitar, and percussion accompaniment to an upbeat pop song)

Persephone: Slay!

(The Song Ends)

Hades: No mortal could possess such a gift without assistance from the Gods. You must have been blessed by my brother Apollo!

Persephone: (clapping) Eeee! That was so great! I got to call my friends about this (runs off)

Hades: Henchmen, away!

Hades: (Orpheus) No one has ever been able to make my dear wife Persephone that happy in the underworld. (sigh) Your gift has given Euridice a second chance at life.

Orpheus: So I did it?? Are there any strings attached? I know the stories of the underworld!

Hades: Well, I was about to let you two run off free, but now that you mention strings attached…
(big pause) You can bring Euridice back if you come down and sing to me and my wife every other week on Wednesdays! 

Orpheus: Oh, Thank you!

Hades: BUT - If you miss one Wednesday, all her memories of you will vanish without a trace. She will remain alive but will have no recollection of you or your history together.

Orpheus: (takes a deep breath) Deal.

[bookmark: _c99zzbfmsl5v]Scene 8: Back in the land of the living
SFX: light rain, snapchat incoming call sound

Euridice: Hello?

Nymph 3: Hey bestie! How is your five year anniversary with Orpheus going??

Nymph 2: Mmmhmm mmmhmm

Nymph 1: Yeah!

Euridice: (pause) Who? (light gasp) Wait, I gotta go, there’s a really cute musician over there, I’m going to go talk to him.

SFX: Orpheus Song playing in the background (Orpheus humming with piano, guitar, and percussion accompaniment to an upbeat pop song)

[bookmark: _ytk3y17j4p5n]Credits
This was brought to you by Mixed Precipitation with special thanks to the Twin Cities Opera Guild!

Orpheus voiced by Dawson
Charon and Persephone voiced by Anna W
Hades by Huber
Euridice voiced by Makenzie
Nymph 1 and Hound voiced by Faith
Butterscotch Grandma voiced by Cam
Nymph 3 voiced by Autumm
Satyr and Henchmen voiced by Adam
Nymph 2 voiced by Mateneng
Satyr 2 and Tree Spirit voiced by Ethan
Mason voiced Hound and RV Guy
Noah played Henchmen and Hound

Scriptwriters include: Javier S, Luis C, Maddie, Khalil M
Music/Foley included: Felix, Lexi, Mateneng, Evelyn, Briana, Josie, Raidyn, Abby, Addison, Sam
Cover Art made by Anna C

Thank you Kelley! (cheering)

SFX: Orpheus Song playing (Students in music group singing with piano, guitar, and percussion accompaniment to an upbeat 80s style pop song)

Lyrics: 

She's just a beautiful girl 
Living in the underworld
She went and took my heart 
when I fell in love

I'm just a musical boy
I write songs and sing them loud
I went and gave her my heart 
When I fell in love

Don't stop loving me 
Hold to my heart
Kissing serpents 
Oooohhhh

Don't stop loving me 
Hold on to my heart 
Kissing serpents 
Oooohhhhh 

Don't stop loving me 
Hold on to my heart 
Kissing serpents
Ooo-oooo-hhhhh

(in the background) 5-6-7 and off 
SFX: Music stops
