Richland Elementary PTO Meeting Notes
March 18, 2026

I. Call to Order
a. Welcome 
b. Attendees: Apryl Pratt, Jenna Rucker, Jess Kogut, Amanda Hammel, Mr. Hackworth, Kristen Schaffert, Courtney, Corinne Marren

II. Principal’s Update
a. District Budget - any questions
i. It will continue to grow year to year, applied for exemption for Special Education. The board needs to still vote. Now talking about the impact this will have in 2027-2028. Looking at building budgets, athletics. 
b. Heart Ball and Behavior at Large Group Events
i. It went much better. Communication ahead of time, and the importance of safety. Use the same communication during Family Fun Night. 
c. Recent RAMS Way Message from District
i. It was not based on one situation. It was just reinforcing the key points. 
d. Questions?

III. Approve January meeting minutes - APPROVED

IV. Treasurer’s Report
1. Healthy budget
2. More expenses will be coming up with Field Trips, Staff Appreciation Week
3. Movie Night
a. Looking at doing it during the winter time
b. Hance mentioned during holidays so people could go shopping
i. High School volunteers
ii. Considering it would only be the child at the school

V. Old Business
a. Assemblies
b. Spirit Wear
i. On-going purchases 
ii. Quarterly 
iii. Awards and More 
1. The tshirt for the year the kids will graduate will be at KinderCamp
c. Staff Appreciation
i. Cookie Table for Valentine’s Table
ii. Rock, Paper, Scissors
1. Pens Tickets for Mrs. Anderson
iii. Pi Day
d. Chick-fil-A receipts - ongoing
e. Community Outreach
i. Pens game - January 29th
1. Not the best turnout
ii. Sock Drive
1. Currently going on, ending on Friday. 
f. After School Programs
i. Bakers Dozen
ii. Out of the Box
iii. Sing Sing Sing
iv. Kids Of Steel
v. Field Hockey
vi. Mad Science: Brixology and Science Surprise 
g. Gift of Time Breakfast
i. Moved to January this year and first time on membership toolkit. 
ii. Breakfast went smooth
h. Heart Ball
i. Success and behavior was really good. 
ii. Didn’t have the photobooth this year, had volunteers this year taking the pictures
1. Line spot with rope. 
2. Photographer class in the high school
iii. Movie 
1. Scheduling small shows (such as 6:15-6:30)
2. District equipment should be used in the auditorium 
i. Discovery Fair
i. First year of the rename, 80 students participated
ii. Think about returning of the tri-folds
j. Penny Wars
i. Only did it for 2 weeks this year, and made $884
ii. 2nd grade won
k. Book Fair
i. Successful 
ii. Believe we are going to go with Scholastic next year
1. Potentially doing Spring Book Fair during Open House only 
2. Volunteer slots during some events have been hard to fill
a. Better communication on what we are looking for
l. Rams Way School Store
i. The 1st week went great. 
ii. Volunteers and restocking the things that are being purchased.
iii. Kindergarten goes once a month (next time in April)
1. Reset with the colors for the 2nd half of the year.

VI. New Business
a. Assemblies
i. Laser in May
ii. Kindergarten World Wild Animals
iii. Author Visit - Next Wednesday
1. All 4 schools are doing this together to make this happen
a. Look at this for future events at the schools
b. After School Programs
i. Field Hockey
ii. Dino Wars
iii. Spanish Club
iv. Mad Science- Brixology
c. Art Explorers
i. 2nd week, a couple classes left this week..
ii. Training session with the leads
iii. STEAM Lab
1. All materials are in one spot now.
iv. Still struggling with volunteers
v. Revamping the idea
1. Katie - input from her
2. Make a recording of the art project
a. Play the video, and pause it.
d. Chick-fil a Pittsburgh Kids Marathon
i. Register by April 6th for Bibs to be delivered to Richland for Pick-up
ii. May 2nd (Mr. Hackworth, Miss Seman, and Mrs. Savannah) and 3rd 
iii. Will be in the Friday Flash with a link
iv. Signage for meet up point
e. Staff Appreciation
i. Broadway theme in May
ii. Utilizing red carpet
iii. Donations/Gift cards
f. Communication from PTO
i. Membership Toolkit
g. Yearbook Sales
i. Spring Picture Day
h. 3rd Grade Fun Day
i. Class of 2035
i. Family Fun Night
i. “Reach for the Stars”
ii. April 29th 
j. Mileage Club
i. Volunteers are needed 
ii. 1st through 3rd
iii. Tuesday and Thursday
iv. April 28th through May 28th
k. Field Day
i. Post Spring Break this will be planned
ii. Volunteers sign up for this real fast
l. New Board Members and Committee Chairs 

Collecting stories, pictures - her last day! Thank you to Mrs. Allessi 



